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For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in our hearts to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:6 
 

In January we continue the spiritual journey through the liturgical year, through the season of the 

Epiphany. “Epiphany” means a sudden understanding about something that has been confusing or 

murky; it’s about the light that illuminates what had been dark. During Advent, we were waiting in 

hope; in Christmas, we celebrated the presence of God in human form in Jesus the Christ, and also 

in all matter. Because the spiritual and the physical merged in Christ, everything is sacred; God can 

be found everywhere. In Epiphany, we talk about the light that helps us to recognize the presence of 

God in our midst. Because as much as we say that we believe God is everywhere, it sure can be hard 

to see this. So we need the Epiphany. 
 

The traditional Epiphany story involves magi from the East who were among the first people to 

recognize and follow the signs to the presence of Christ, although they were outsiders from other 

countries, other religions. And it seems scripture is full of stories of God showing up to and through 

the least likely person—nearly always a person outside the typical power structures of the day, 

precisely where we’d be least likely to pay attention.  
 

The truth is that God is closer than our own breath. It’s hard to recognize God, not because God is so 

far away, but because God has always been right here, within us, around us, reaching out to us. The 

scriptures tell the story of a God who wants to be known. And what is the light that reveals the 

presence of God? It is love. What if you don’t have to seek God? What if God is already here, seeking 

you? What if your most central identity is beloved of God—before anything the world says about you, 

before even your parents named you? 
 

A spiritual practice appropriate for Epiphany is the practice of wonder. In the Way of Love practices 

we’ve been exploring, we call that worship. Sure, worship is about gathering together as a 

community. But it’s also about becoming like a child and noticing the bright red of a cardinal against 

the monochrome of snow, and allowing that beauty to pierce you and remind you of God, the great 

lover and creator of beauty. It’s about expecting to see God out in the world, and paying attention so 

you recognize signs of God everywhere. I invite you to move through the world with your spiritual 

senses alert: see God in the smile of a child, the quiet way a friend helps you without being asked, 

the way something in the scripture or the music speaks directly to what is going on in your inmost 

being. In the end, Epiphany is the light of recognition—not finding something new, but discovering 

what was always right there: the love of God for you. 
 

Faithfully, 

Lisa 

mailto:lisa@stjohns-mpls.org


 

Page 2 January Newsletter 

Guest Preacher: Rev. Anna Ostenso Moore  

Several St. John’s members are opening their homes for casual dinners and cocktail parties 

in January to welcome Lisa to our community. The sign up sheets for these “cottage events" 

have been up in the Gathering Space since November and are currently full.  As we all take a 

deep breath after the holidays, please take a moment to make sure you can still attend the 

events you signed up for.  If for some reason you can’t, please remove your name from the 

sign up sheet so that someone else has an opportunity to join the gathering. 

Gatherings for Lisa - and for us - continue! 

Anna V. Ostenso Moore spent years 

reading a picture book in worship every 

Sunday, wondering where God was 

within the words and images. She is the 

author of the picture book Today Is a 

Baptism Day. With a master's in youth 

ministry and theological education from 

King's College, University of London, she 

is currently the associate for family 

ministries at St. Mark's Episcopal 

Cathedral, Minneapolis. Wife, priest, 

daughter, sister, aunt, godparent, friend, 

and expectant adoptive mother, she 

lives in Linden Hills with her husband, 

David. 

What is Baptism really about?  
 

On January 13th, the Baptism of Our Lord, we 

will have a special guest preacher and adult 

forum leader: the Rev. Anna Ostenso Moore. 

Anna is the Associate for Family Ministry at  

St. Mark’s Cathedral and will be preaching 

and teaching about baptism, as well as 

sharing her new book with us: Today is a 

Baptism Day. During the Adult Forum she will 

lead a lively conversation about how adults 

understand baptism and live into our 

baptismal covenant. You’ll also have the 

chance to purchase her book. Please join us! 

January 12th - Jenny & Mark Lindberg - dinner for 20 Southwestern theme - 5:30pm 

 

January 16th - Barb & Steve Nicol - dinner for 9 - 6:00pm  

 

January 24th - Mary Corlett - coffee/tea/treats for 15 (geared to seniors) - 3:00pm  

 

January 29th - Jane Gilgun - potluck Moroccan dinner for 8 - 6:00pm 

https://www.annavostensomoore.com/publications/
https://www.annavostensomoore.com/publications/
https://www.annavostensomoore.com/publications/
https://www.annavostensomoore.com/publications/
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St. John’s Affordable Housing Ministry 

St. John’s has just completed its tenth year 

working with Urban Homeworks on 

Affordable Housing. A huge ‘Thank You’ to all 

of St. John’s for the support. And a little 

background on St. John’s involvement.  
 

On the second Saturday of every month for 

those 10 years, a crew from St. John’s has 

shown up and provided labor to make safe, 

dignified and affordable rental property with 

our partners at Urban Homeworks. In our 

early years, we were the champions of 

demolition – tearing out lath and plaster, 

removing chimneys brick by brick, and 

removing old cabinetry. Over the past couple 

of years we have painted and cleaned 

apartments, making them fresh for a new 

family. We miss the demolition work because 

it meant additional apartment units were 

being brought on line for families on a long 

waiting list. But federal grants for affordable 

housing have dried up, so our work today is 

helping to maintain the 140 apartment and 

duplex units owned by Urban Homeworks.  
 

Urban Homeworks (UHW) is a nonprofit 

based in north Minneapolis. They work as 

partners with many agencies, each agency 

bringing their own expertise to assist 

families. Housing is a key element for family  

stabilization. Research shows that school age 

children who move during the school year, 

lose almost a year in their educational 

development. For the demographic UHW 

serves, the typical household moves every  

11 months. UHW residents’ average stay is 

almost 3 years. This is huge.  
 

UHW housing improvements include new 

heating and air-conditioning, new plumbing 

and wiring, updated insulation, new doors 

and windows, and new appliances. The UHW 

maintenance crew is responsive and 

responsible with a favorite story of finding 

and installing a new range on Thanksgiving 

so the family’s holiday gathering could 

proceed as scheduled. 
 

Many parishioners at St. John’s have 

participated in the Urban Homeworks 

Thanksgiving Baskets. Not many landlords 

put forth the effort to make sure each of their 

140 residents receive a thank you gift as 

special as the baskets St. John’s so 

generously fill and so wonderfully decorate! 

This support is so important and appreciated. 

Thank you for your generosity and for the 

sensitivity and creativity to make your basket 

special for the receiving family. 
 

One very special way that St. John’s supports 

our affordable housing ministry comes from 

our dedicated lunch crew. Heidi and Ed 

Schaefer coordinate Friday evening 

gatherings with three families to make the 

meals. And what amazing meals they are. A 

special thank you to all who sustain the hard 

working Saturday volunteers. 
 

As we start our 11th year in partnership, the 

need for affordable housing in our 

community is still very real, so our work goes 

on. The monthly Saturday work days (see pg. 

5) are open to anyone who can operate a 

paint brush or a scrub brush. You are 

welcome every month or just when you can. 

Jus send me an email. 

 

John Corlett 

2018 Thanksgiving Baskets 

mailto:jrcorlett@comcast.net
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Adult Forums 

NO Adult Forum 

Sunday, January 6th, Epiphany Intergenerational Event 

 

What is Baptism really about?  

Sunday, January 13th  Rev. Anna Ostenso Moore  

During the Adult Forum she will lead a lively conversation about how adults understand 

baptism and live into our baptismal covenant. You’ll also have the chance to purchase her 

book. Please join us! 

 

Incarnating the Beloved Community  

Sunday, January 20th  Rie Gilsdorf 

The term Beloved Community seems to be popping up all over the place. Presiding Bishop 

Michael Curry has called the Episcopal Church to “Become the Beloved Community;”      

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., said that “the end is the Beloved Community;” even Habitat for 

Humanity’s web site prominently features the statement “I Pledge to Build the Beloved 

Community.” So exactly what is this thing, and how do we engage in working toward it? In 

this forum we will honor the anniversary of Dr. King by unpacking ideas of this vision for 

racial healing, reconciliation and justice. We’ll spend time with each of the four steps 

proposed by Bishop Curry: Telling the Truth, Proclaiming the Dream, Practicing the Way 

and Repairing the Breach. 

 

NO Adult Forum 

Sunday, January 27th, Annual Meeting 

Monday, January 21st, 12:00pm in the Parish Hall 

Lunch Bunch will be celebrating the New Year with a look back at some of the many pictures 

of events and people who have been part of our history.  Some of these pictures have been 

identified, but others need your help in remembering the event, or date (year), and some of 

the names of people.  We will start with a potluck lunch at noon, followed by time looking at 

albums of photos and hopefully identifying some of these people and events from the past 

few decades.  Bring a dish to share and your amazing memories!  

Lunch Bunch 
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Sunday, January 13th, 1:30pm 
 

1:30 to 3:00: Food prep--mostly cutting up veggies for soup and 

salad. (5 or 6 needed) 
 

2:45 to 4:00: Bread run to New French Bakery, set up breads for 

donation on shelving. (2 needed with car) 
 

4:00 to 5:30: Set tables in dining area; wash pots and pans. (2 or 3 

needed) 
 

5:15 to 6:30: Serving and cleaning, coffee person, dishwashing. (6 

needed) 
 

6:30 to 7:30: Cleanup: putting items away, cleaning tables, sweep 

and mop. (4 needed) 
 

For more information, contact JoAnn Blatchley or 952-922-0308. 
 

For more information about the ministry at All Saints’ Indian 

Mission, check out their website. 

First Nations Kitchen 

St. John’s work crews work the second 

Saturday every month. The tasks range from 

demolition, carpentry, painting, cleaning, and 

yard work, so there is work available for every 

skill level. The typical work day starts with 

coffee, juice, fresh fruit and pastries just 

after 8am. The work starts at 8:30, ends 

around 3pm, with a break around noon for 

lunch. Lunch is made and delivered by the St. 

John’s affordable housing lunch crew. New 

volunteers are always welcome for either site 

construction work or the lunch crew.  
 

Please contact John Corlett for site work or 

sign-up here to join the lunch crew. 

Saturday,  

January 12th,  

8:30am 

Affordable Housing Workday 

 

mailto:jab229@gmail.com
http://firstnationskitchen.org/
mailto:jrcorlett@comcast.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0449ada92ca0f58-stjohns3
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January Music News 

Maren Toomey plays                    Sunday, December 30th 

St. John’s own Maren Toomey plays a Chrissy Ricker’s Ceremony at Stonehenge during our 

10am service on December 30th  (the First Sunday after Christmas).  

 

Georgia Pharris plays             Sunday, January 6th 

St. John’s own Georgia Pharris returns to Minneapolis to play piano selections by Beethoven 

and Joplin during 9am and 11am services on January 6th  (the Feast of the Epiphany). 

 

Liv Rosten plays            Sunday, January 13th 

St. John’s own Liv Rosten plays Prelude No. 1 in C Major, BWV 846 from Bach’s The Well-

tempered Clavier (Book I) at the piano during 9am and 11am services on January 13th  (the 

Baptism of Jesus).  

 

Clara & Alice in Recital              4pm, Sunday, January 13th     

Pianists Clara Sanders Marcus and Alice Brooks Sanders (Clara’s mother) will be in recital at 

4pm on Sunday, January 13th in the Sanctuary of St. John’s. The program will include music 

of Mozart, Smetana, Chaminade, Beach, and Bonis. A free-will offering will be taken to 

support the Northside Healing Space – a ministry of Liberty Community Church, 

Minneapolis. Childcare will be provided. NOT to be missed!    

 

NEXT Open Mic                  7pm. Friday, January 25th  

Now in its Seventh HUGE Season – St. John’s Open Mic is a performance/presentation 

community opportunity taking place in the Parish Hall and running for one very special hour. 

The Essential Wendy Smith hosts this THIRD 4th Friday Open Mic of the 2018-2019 Season. 

All are welcome – on either side of the microphone. Join the fun!  For more info and to get 

on the program, contact Chad.  NEW! Childcare can be provided with advance notice.  

 

Children’s Choirs sing & Chime Choir plays        Sunday, January 27th & February 3rd 

St. John’s Children’s Choirs sing their Epiphany anthems during our 9am Sunday service on 

January 27th, and during our 11am Sunday service on February 3rd. St. John’s Chime Choir 

plays their anthem selection during our 11am Sunday service on January 27th and during 

our 9am Sunday service on February 3rd.  

Christmas Youth Jazz Ensemble 

For more on 

Music at          

St. John’s, 

contact:      

Chad Smith  

Christmas Festival Choir 

mailto:chad@stjohns-mpls.org
mailto:chad@stjohns-mpls.org
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BIG Thanks & Gratitude goes to:   

 Guest Cellist Greg Nelson for his special musical contribution during our services on 

Sunday, December 2nd, and the Service of Loss and Remembrance on December 9th. 

 Musicians Andy Vaaler, Wendy Smith and Shelagh MacLeod for their special musical 

contributions to our Advent Celtic Evening Prayer services on December 6th, 13th, & 

20th. 

 Clarinetist Shelagh MacLeod for her special musical contribution to our 9am and 11am 

Sunday services on December 9th. 

 Our Children’s Choirs, Aliese Hoesel & the Youth Choir for their special musical 

contributions to 9am and 11am services on Sundays, December 9th and 16th. 

 Cellist Hannah MacLeod for her special musical contributions to our 9am and 11am 

Sunday services on December 23rd. 

 St. John’s Youth Jazz Ensemble and master musicians Erik Jacobson and Mike Barnett 

for their musical contributions to our 3pm Christmas Eve service on December 24th. 

 St. John’s Festival Choir and guest musician Richard Long for their special musical 

contributions to 6pm and 11pm Christmas Eve services on December 24th. 

 Wendy Smith, Aliese Hoesel, and Jodi Bosacker for their fine teaching & care-filled 

leadership of Wednesday evening choirs and children’s activities. 

 St. John’s 9am Service Ensemble and 11am Service Choir for their faithful service and 

music leadership every Sunday! 

Music News continued 
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Children, Youth & Families News 

Epiphany Intergenerational Event: The Feast of the Epiphany celebrates the visit of the Magi 

to the infant Jesus, who famously brought three gifts. After the gift-giving season of 

Christmas, come to the parish hall between services for an Intergenerational Service Project, 

on January 6th, as we prepare gifts to go back out into the community and wider 

Minneapolis! 

 

Youth Group: St. John’s Youth Group has two events in January. January 13th we will be 

together for dinner from 6-8pm, followed by a short service project. January 27th we’ll 

gather at St. John’s from 5:30-8pm for another movie night and discussion! 

 

Pilgrimage: The Pilgrims begin another busy season to start of 2019, the year of their travel 

to the Camino de Santiago! We will have a Pilgrimage Potluck on January 6th from 6-8pm. 

We’ll be visited by several former pilgrims, who will share their stories about the Camino and 

get us excited for our own trip. We will also be selling ribs, pulled pork, and sides before and 

during the Services on January 20th and 27th for the Super Bowl Fundraiser! 
 

St. John’s Pilgrimage Silent Auction: The St. John’s Silent Auction is coming up on February 

23rd and 24th! If you have items, experiences, or meals you’d like to donate to the Silent 

Auction, please contact Shane. 

 

Senior Sunday: Shane and Lisa have begun the process of planning for Senior Sunday! If you 

have a graduating senior – whether from high school or from college! – please contact 

Shane or the office for more details. 

 

Sexuality and Spirituality Mini-Retreat: On Saturday, January 19th, St. John’s will host it’s 

first ever Sexuality and Spirituality Mini-Retreat. Making use of the best contemporary 

sexuality education resources as well as the official Episcopal curriculum These Are Our 

Bodies, all St. John’s youth 7th-12th grades are invited to come and spend a day at  

St. John’s exploring the interweaving relationship of our bodies, our sexualities, our lives, 

and our faith and values. Shane is teaming up with Kari Slade, Health Educator at Roosevelt 

High School, to open up this conversation into the community. Look for e-mails with official 

registration coming soon! 

 

3rd Space: Prayer: In The Episcopal Church, we are bound together not by common belief, 

but by Common Prayer. We at St. John’s have adults and children and families who believe 

many different things about politics, community, the universe, and even God. But when we 

come together, it is to gather together in song, worship, and prayer. 

But what does it mean to pray? Sometimes we use formal prayers, called “collects,” to 

gather our hearts and focus our minds. Every week Lisa prays a long, even more formal 

Eucharistic Prayer to prepare us all for Holy Communion. Sometimes, we lay hands on each 

other and pray simply, from the heart. Sometimes, the only prayer we can offer – or receive 

– is silence. St. Benedict, whose early spiritual communities changed religious practice 

forever, urged his followers to let their work be their prayer. 

In Children’s Chapel in the season of Epiphany, we will learn about and practice many 

different forms of prayer: prayer for ourselves, prayer and meditation, mindfulness, prayer 

for others. It will be a season of practicing being vulnerable and learning about our spiritual 

lives and how to grow and nurture them, so that from our common prayer at St. John’s we 

can go out into the world ready to seek, find, and proclaim God’s everlasting and wonderful 

presence. 

For more on 

Children, Youth, & 

Families at  

St. John’s, contact:      

Shane Sanders 

Marcus 

mailto:shane@stjohns-mpls.org
mailto:shane@stjohns-mpls.org
mailto:rachel@stjohns-mpls.org
mailto:shane@stjohns-mpls.org
mailto:shane@stjohns-mpls.org
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 Thanks! to Carol Jarvis and David Nelson for hauling up and arranging the costumes for 

our annual Christmas Pageant! 

 Huge Thanks! to Karyn Mickelson and Martha Faust for organizing the Pilgrimage 

Wreath Fundraiser, and for helping the Pilgrims to sell out for the first time in three 

years! 

 Special Thanks! to Heather Cholat, Mike Walters, Heidi Schaefer, Paul Runice, Joanne 

Blatcheley, and  Scott Maida for taking last-minute leadership roles with the Pilgrims at 

First Nation’s Kitchen on November 11th! 

 Festive Thanks! to Mark Slade, Peter Clayburgh, and Nigel Mendez for helping install our 

beautiful 12’ Christmas Tree in the Sanctuary! 

Thanks to Erik Jacobson, the St. John’s Pilgrims will again be selling pulled pork, smoked 

ribs, and sides for your Super Bowl Party needs!  
 

Members of the Pilgrimage group will be in the Gathering Space between services on 

January 20th and 27th.  

Last year we sold out quickly, so make sure you get your orders in soon! 

Thanks! Thanks! Thanks! 

Christmas Pageant 
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Guatemala Trip 2019 

Planning has begun for the St. John’s Mission trip to San Lucas of Toliman Mission. Over the 

past many years we have assisted on projects in the village of Nueva Providencia to expand 

the school, pipe in spring water, add solar and hydro generated electricity, pave the road, 

and build a stairway between the upper and lower sections of the village. We are working 

with the village council to identify the 2019 project. 
 

What we do know about this year’s trip is we will leave Minneapolis on Saturday, July 27th 

and return on Tuesday, August 6th. Our itinerary includes work days Monday through Friday 

in Nueva Providencia, with opportunities to learn about the mission’s other services and to 

see the friends made on previous trips. On Saturday, we cross beautiful Lake Atitlan by boat 

to visit another lake side community, returning to San Lucas in time to say goodbye to the 

mission and travel to Antigua. Out last three days in Antigua are full of history, charm, 

shopping and an opportunity to climb an active volcano. 
 

There will be an informational meeting scheduled in the coming months for any and all to 

learn more about this trip and the experiences from prior trips from St. John’s members.  
 

The cost of the trip is still being calculated but current estimate is between $1650 and 

$1700 per person. This includes airfare, travel insurance, lodging, all meals is San Lucas 

and Nueva Providencia, and some meals in Antigua.  
 

If you are interested in joining the trip, please contact John or Mary Corlett, or the Rev. Heidi 

Joos. 

 

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday March 9th, 2019 for the St. John’s Guatemala Fundraiser. More 

to come on that closer to the date. 

The 2018 Guatemala Trip 

mailto:jrcorlett@comcast.net
mailto:mcorlett@comcast.net
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Justice & Service Update 

At the December meeting of the Justice & 

Service committee, the committee voted to 

become a “Sustaining Congregation” with 

Minnesota Interfaith Power & Light (MNIPL) 

through a $500 contribution.  MNIPL is an 

interfaith community co-creating a just and 

sustainable world. Through leadership 

development programs and action 

opportunities, they work in partnership with 

faith communities to build transformative 

power and bring the lights of people’s unique 

gifts to addressing the climate crisis.  St. 

John's has been engaged with MNIPL for 

many years and the Earth Matters team has 

appreciated the active engagement of MNIPL 

staff in the Twin Cities, the state, and 

nationally.  By becoming a “Sustaining 

Congregation”, St. John’s joins over a dozen 

other Minnesota faith communities, with an 

opportunity to deepen our relationships with 

MNIPL and benefit from their programs and 

events.  If you have questions or would like 

more information, please contact Doug 

Mensing. 

Note from the Kitchen 

Did you borrow the food cambro (the brown insulated food box) from the kitchen?  Our food 

ministry group that provides meals to Our Saviour’s Shelter, uses the container and would 

appreciate it if it could be returned. 

If you have questions, please contact me in the office, thank you. 

 

Rachel Svihel 

mailto:dougmensing@gmail.com
mailto:dougmensing@gmail.com
mailto:rachel@stjohns-mpls.org
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Christmas Photos 

These photos, 

and the ones on 

page 6, are 

courtesy of Jane 

Gilgun.  
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Annual Meeting 

Sunday, January 27th, 10:00am 

One of the great gifts of St. John's is its transparency: there are no secrets in our 

budgeting, and no agendas carried out without the congregation's awareness and consent. 

The Annual Meeting is an essential part of that openness and collective discernment.  
 

Another great gift of St. John's is its leadership: we give heart-felt thanks to vestry members 

and other leaders who have completed their terms.  If you are a member of St. John's, 

please know that we need your part of our collective effort to live as Christ's body in the 

world. If you have not yet joined and want to know what St. John's stands for, this would be 

a great meeting to attend. 

Every year we elect new members to the vestry - our church's governing body or board of 

directors - to replace members' whose terms are expiring. Serving on vestry is an important 

way to give back to our community by providing leadership after engaging in other aspects 

of St. John's community life.  

The following members are leaving the vestry in January, having completed their service: 

Senior Warden Mike Walters, Jil Evans, Bill Grau, Ali Halley, Stephanie Hawkinson.  

The vestry nominations slate (all positions are uncontested. The clerk is appointed not 

elected):  

 Senior Warden: Kathy Schweikart 

 Junior Warden (2-year term; becomes Senior Warden in January 2020): Allen Gooch 

 3 vestry members (3-year terms that end January 2022): Mark Halley, Shanti Mittra, Stacy 

Walters 

 2 vestry member (unexpired 2-year terms that end January 2021): Jane Gilgun, Kaitlin 

McDonald 

 Clerk: Jane Haakenstad 

All members of St. John's are eligible to vote at our January 27th annual meeting, where 

this election will be held. Please join us in thanking both incoming and outgoing vestry 

members for their service to St John's. 

See Bios for our 

incoming vestry 

members on the 

next 2 pages. 
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Annual Meeting Election Bios 
Kathy Schweikart, Sr Warden 

I have been attending St. John’s 

for 13 years.  My husband, Jim 

Johnson, and I have two 

kids. Brien is 21 and in 

college. Dominic attends 

Southwest High School and is 

part of the upcoming Pilgrimage 

group. My mother and brother 

(and his family) are also 

members of St. John’s. I am a 

lifelong Episcopalian and, with 

the exception of a few years, 

have always been part of an 

Episcopal congregation. I 

served as Junior Warden at  

St. John’s during the past 

year.  I currently work at 

General Mills where I have 

spent most of my career in a 

variety of finance 

roles. Outside of work and 

church I like to read, run with 

my dog, visit with friends and 

support my children with their 

various endeavors. I believe 

St. John’s is an amazing place 

with remarkable people and 

has been a wonderful church 

home for my family. I am 

excited to continue to support 

it in a leadership role. 

is a life-long Episcopalian; I 

joined the Episcopal Church in 

the 1980s.   

At St. John’s, I have been a 

Sunday School teacher, vestry 

clerk, and junior warden and 

have taken part in other 

activities such as serving on 

Allen Gooch, Jr Warden 

My wife, Mary Dow Ryerse, and I 

joined St. John’s in the early 

1990s. We raised our son, Davis, 

here and will always be grateful 

for the youth program and 

dedicated leaders who have 

served over the years. Mary Dow 

building renovation committees. 

I’m currently on the Vestry and  

Earth Matters Committee. I’m a 

former newspaper editor and 

textbook copyeditor. 

Mark Halley, Vestry 

My wife Ali and I were married 

at St. John’s in 2000 and have 

been members since around 

2004. We have two kids, 

Kamryn (13) and Tanner (11) 

who I adore and our lives 

frequently revolve around. I am 

a psychologist with a full-time 

private practice located in 

Uptown. I am also an adjunct 

professor at the University of  

St. Thomas.  

Ali and I initiated and led a 

new volunteer initiative for 3 

years with the Urban 

Homeworks ministry; that 

involved us facilitating young 

families’ connecting and 

getting involved in outreach by 

making and delivering lunches 

for the St. John’s Urban 

Homeworks work crews. Our 

friends (and many of yours) Ed 

and Heidi Schaefer have 

carried this forward the last 2 

years. I otherwise have 

focused the majority of my 

volunteer efforts over the last 

6+ years towards volunteering 

in my kids’ elementary school 

and coaching 17 of their youth 

sports teams. I am very much 

looking forward to diversifying 

my volunteer activities and 

giving back to our parish by 

becoming a Vestry member 

and appreciate this 

opportunity to serve all of you. 

Shanti Mittra, Vestry 

Shanti has lived in Minneapolis 

for nearly 18 years, longer than 

all the other places she has 

called home in her life, 

including India, Philadelphia 

and other cities in the United 

States.  She has been a 

privileged member of the        

St. John’s congregation for 10 

years of that time, and can be 

seen in attendance at Sunday 

services, and at various times in 

finance and vestry meetings. 

Her two children, Rohan (14) 

and Ava (10), have enjoyed all 

that St. John’s offers from the 

Pilgrimage activities, Sunday 

School, Wednesday night 

Children's Choir, to way back 

fun in the St. John’s Nursery. 

Shanti is a graduate of the The 

Wharton School of the 

University of Pennsylvania, 

and started out her 

professional career in the 

venture capital business in 

1988. As a partner in funds 

managing a cumulative $1 

billion, she negotiated and led 

new investments, helped build 

effective boards and growth 

strategies in partnership with 

senior management, assisted 

with add-on acquisitions and 

eventual liquidity events. 

Shanti has also strived to be 

an active civic volunteer in 

various management, 

fundraising and event 

planning capacities at the 

places that matter most to her 

family, including Lake Country 

School, Blake School, Camp 

Du Nord, and of course St. 

John’s Episcopal Church. 
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both Welcome Committees 

for Susan and Lisa’s 

search, I worked with Mary 

Miller on the 2012 pictorial 

church directory, taught 

Sunday School, and co-led 

the Greet and Connect 

committee.  Mike and I 

have volunteered for 

Habitat, Our Savior’s 

Stacy Walters, Vestry 

My daughter, Nicole, discovered 

St. John’s in 2004 while in 

graduate school.  When my 

husband, Mike, and I moved to 

Minneapolis in 2007, we 

already had a church home 

“warmed up” for us!  Over the 

past 11 years, I have served on 

Shelter and a few Urban 

Homeworks days.  I am a 

pediatrician at Park Nicollet 

Clinic in St. Louis Park and 

also mother to son, John, 

who was married at St. 

John’s in July, 2011.  I am 

honored to have the 

opportunity to serve on the 

Vestry. 

been here ever since.  I’m 

drawn by St. John’s vibrancy, 

inclusiveness and dedication 

to its stated mission.  My 

church activities have 

included teaching Sunday 

School, serving as a EM and 

being an occasional, but 

hopefully more frequent in the 

future, Festival Choir 

Jane Haakenstad, Clerk 

I was born and raised in Fargo 

and am (hopefully) proof that 

we don’t all speak like the 

movie.  My Lutheran / 

Catholic parents joined the 

Episcopal Church when I was 

five.  I joined St. John’s in the 

early 1990’s and with the 

exception of a few years, I’ve 

singer.  My day job is in 

reinsurance broking, and I’m 

the mother of two fine young 

women.  Favorite leisure 

pastimes include skiing and 

reading. 

Kaitlin McDonald, Vestry 

I have been attending St. John's 

for 5 years. My family and I 

discovered St. John's while we 

were looking for a permanent 

church home.  

We were welcomed by the 

members of St. John's right 

away. My siblings and I were 

shortly thereafter baptized and 

that following summer I 

participated in the pilgrimage, 

the next year becoming 

confirmed. You can find me 

around St. John's pretty much 

anywhere. My sister, Elizabeth 

and I frequently acolyte and 

sing in the youth choir as well 

as play in the chime choir. I 

also participate in the Festival 

choir and volunteer as a 

station. Outside of church I 

attend Normandale 

Community College pursuing a 

Bachelor's Degree in 

Elementary Education and I 

currently work as a patient 

coordinator at Linden Hills 

Dentistry. In my spare time I 

enjoy listening to music, 

journaling and spending time 

with my family and dogs, River 

and Hoosier. I believe the 

vestry would be a great fit for 

me. I am involved in many 

aspects of the church and I 

think I would bring a great 

viewpoint and understanding 

for the young adult age group 

of St. John’s. 

Jane Gilgun, Vestry 

Jane joins the vestry after two 

terms of almost six years as 

clerk of the vestry. She is also 

St. John's oral historian and 

part of a group of people 

working on the church archives. 

St. John's is her spiritual home 

where she has been involved 

in many ministries, such as a 

Eucharistic Minister,  the 

liturgy committee, the Keeping 

Faith Capital Campaign, the 

forum committee as well as a 

forum presenter, and a happy 

cook with a lovely team for the 

Wednesday night children's 

choir dinner. 



Calendar of Events Jan 2019 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
1   

NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Office closed 
7:30pm Polaris/Alanon 

2 

11:00am Yoga 

3 

1:00pm Alive & 
Aware 
7:00pm B&G Mtg 

4 

 

5 

 

6   

8:00, 9:00, 11:00am 
Holy Eucharist 
10:00am Epiphany 
Intergen. Event 
6:00pm Pilgrimage Grp 
7:00pm Cont. Prayer 

7 

6:00pm Bible Study 
7:00pm Liturgy 
Planning 
 

8 

10:30am  Staff Mtg 
11:00am Tai Chi Chih 
5:45pm Chair Yoga 
6:30pm Finance Mtg 
7:30pm Polaris/Alanon 

9 

11:00am Yoga 
12:00pm Spirit Group 
5:30pm Choir Dinner 
6:00pm Children 
Choirs 
7:00pm Chime Choir 

10 

1:00pm Alive & 
Aware 
7:00pm Circle of 
Care 
 

11 

9:30am Kairos 
 

12 

8:30am Afford. 
Housing workday 
 

13 

8:00, 9:00, 11:00am 
Holy Eucharist 
10:10am Educ. Hour 
11:00am Cent. Fund Mtg 
1:30pm FNK 
4:00pm Recital 
6:00pm Youth Grp 
7:00pm Cont. Prayer 

14 

6:00pm Bible Study 
7:00pm Liturgy 
Planning 

15 

10:30am  Staff Mtg 
11:00am Tai Chi Chih 
5:45pm Chair Yoga 
7:00pm Vestry Mtg 
7:30pm Polaris/Alanon 

16 

11:00am Yoga 
12:00pm Spirit Group 
5:30pm Choir Dinner 
6:00pm Children 
Choirs 
7:00pm Chime Choir 

17 

1:00pm Alive & 
Aware 
 

18 

Newsletter deadline 
 

19 

8:00am Sexuality and 
Spirituality Retreat 

20 

8:00, 9:00, 11:00am 
Holy Eucharist 
10:10am Educ. Hour 
7:00pm Cont. Prayer 

21 

MLK DAY 
Office closed 
12:00pm Lunch 
Bunch 
6:00pm Bible Study 
 

22 

10:30am  Staff Mtg 
11:00am Tai Chi Chih 
5:45pm Chair Yoga 
7:30pm Polaris/Alanon 

23 

11:00am Yoga 
12:00pm Spirit Group 
1:00pm Comm. Mtg 
5:30pm Choir Dinner 
6:00pm Children & 
Youth Choirs 
7:00pm Chime Choir 

24 

1:00pm Alive & 
Aware 
 

25 

7:00pm Open Mic 

26 

 

27 

8:00, 9:00, 11:00am 
Holy Eucharist 
10:00am ANNUAL 
MEETING 
5:30pm Youth Grp 
7:00pm Cont. Prayer 

28 

6:00pm Bible Study 

29 

10:30am  Staff Mtg 
11:00am Tai Chi Chih 
5:45pm Chair Yoga 
7:30pm Polaris/Alanon 

30 

11:00am Yoga 
12:00pm Spirit Group 
5:30pm Choir Dinner 
6:00pm Children & 
Youth Choirs 
7:00pm Chime Choir 

31 

1:00pm Alive & 
Aware 

  


