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The Bishop has asked each ECMN faith community to dedicate the loose offering in the 
collection plate to the Minnesota Council of Churches Refugee Resettlement Program, 

and we are doing that today.  
 

Godly Play and Sunday School classes are collecting personal care items for Saint Nicholas Episcopal 

church. Please place any donations in the labeled plastic tub outside of the sanctuary. All supplies will 

be delivered on 12/18. Thank you! 

 

Today, 10:10am in the Parish Hall 

Please join us to welcome volunteers for Circle of the Beloved. This program of the Episcopal Service 

Corps places young adults in intentional community as they serve full time at churches and non-

profit organizations around the cities. Please join us to show them a warm St. John's welcome and 

hear more about their work! 

 

If you would like to make a donation towards the  

Christmas flowers, please fill out the envelopes found in the pews or contact 

Rachel in the church office by Monday, December 20th. 

 

9:00am  Service of Holy Eucharist w/ Children’s Chapel* 

10:00am  Social Time 

10:10am Adult Formation in Parish Hall/Sunday School  

11:15am  Service of Holy Eucharist* 

12:15pm Greening of the Church 

12:15pm 8-12 grade Christmas Party 

6:30pm  Youth Group White Elephant Party 

8:00pm  Compline in Sanctuary 
 

*childcare available from 8:45am—12:15pm



Sundays, through December 19 at 10:00am in the Gathering Space  

Stop by the Haiti table during this Sunday in Advent and browse our beautiful cards. For a donation of 

any amount, purchase a card to send to loved ones, informing them that a donation has been made 

in their honor to support teachers and students at St Philippe et St Jacques.  We also have some 

jewelry available for purchase! 

TODAY, December  12, after the 11:15am service concludes 

Join us for hot cocoa, a fire in the courtyard, and putting up decorations in the church!  Families can 

also pick up an ornament kit which includes materials and directions for a simple design they can 

make at home and bring to hang on the tree at the Christmas Eve 3:00pm service.  

 

TODAY, December  12, 12:15pm 

We will start with helping to decorate the church and then have a White Elephant Gift Exchange. 
All youth attending are asked to bring a wrapped gift of $5 or less to the party.  
 

TODAY, December  12,  6:30pm 

All youth attending are asked to bring a wrapped gift of $5 or less to the party.  

Sundays, through December 19 at 8:00pm in the Sanctuary 

Each Sunday evening in Advent at 8pm, we celebrate a service of compline in the St. John's 

sanctuary. These are contemplative services, with prayers from the Book of Common Prayer, the New 

Zealand prayer book, meditative music, and both scriptural and poetic readings. Please join us for this 

time of prayer and reflection. 

Tuesday, December 14, 12:15pm  
 

Wednesday, December 15, 12:00pm 

Contact Ginny Jacobson at gellenj10@yahoo.com for location.

 

Rehearsal Wednesday, December 15 at 7:00pm 

St. John’s Festival Choir prepares for Christmas Eve singing during the services. The Choir will practice 

from 7 until 9pm on Wednesdays, December 8, 15, and 22. All are welcome to sing (middle school 

age and up). If you’d like to join the choir, contact Chad at chad@stjohns-mpls.org. 

 



 

 

 

 

 Join us at the 3pm Christmas Eve service for our spontaneous pageant!  

 No rehearsals needed but please come @ 2:15pm on 12/24 to get your costume and prepare for 

your role! We will meet in the Library.  

 Thank you to everyone who signed up for parts! You can STILL come on 12/24 and participate.  

 Come and pick a shepherd, angel or animal costume the day of or wear your own animal 

costume!   

 Children and Youth Readers still needed as well, please contact Heather asap if interested!    

 

 

 
 

 

Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24 

3:00pm - Christmas Pageant with Eucharist. 

6:00 & 11:00pm - Festival Eucharist with carol singing before the service. 
 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25 

10:00am - Festival Eucharist with carol singing before the service. 

Have you turned in your pledge for 2022? If not, please take a moment and do 

so today! There are pledge cards in holders on tables around the church; pick 

one up, fill it out, and drop it in the offering plate. Thank you!  

Or pledge online at: www.stjohns-mpls.org/giving/pledge-campaign/ 



 

 

For centuries, Jesus was depicted in images taken from the dominant group that worshiped him. In 

Europe, images of Jesus presented a white Christ that bore the features of European Christians and 

their rulers. African American theologian James Cone presented his argument that Christ is black. His 

point was not that all Christians should shape Christ in their own image. This is the approach of 

empire theology: just like the later Roman Empire envisioned Christ in terms of its emperors, with 

royal insignia, Christ has been envisioned in terms of dominant humanity ever since. We know that 

common European and US images depict Christ as light-haired and sometimes even blue-eyed.  

 

Simply adding images of Christ that resemble minorities does not present in and of themselves 

meaningful challenge to the notion of empire. Pluralism and multiculturalism often help to shore up 

empires.  

 

Talking about Christ as black, along the lines of Cone’s argument, means that Jesus is found on the 

side of minorities, lives in solidarity with them and joins their struggles, and from there liberates 

everyone. The black Christ challenges dominant understandings and empire based theologies of 

Christ, just like Jesus challenged dominant understanding and empire based theologies of the 

messiah and of God.  (excerpts from Rieger, Joerg. Jesus vs. Caesar (p. 39). Abingdon Press. Kindle 

Edition.) 

 

Liberation Theology at its fundamental core understands that Jesus is found on the side of 

minorities, lives in solidarity with them and joins their struggles, and from there liberates everyone. 

 

Consider meditating with the question, what images of God or Jesus do you encounter in your day-to-

day life?  Consider media, TV Ads, conversations with friends or co-workers, your children or parents.  

 

How might an image of Jesus as homeless, or an immigrant, or abused child change your image of 

Jesus? How might an image of Jesus as a leader in Black Lives Matter, or Gun Control Activist, or 

Environmental Activist change your image of Jesus? What if your primary image of Jesus was not 

hung on the cross, but feeding the 5,000, or restoring sight to the blind? 

 

What questionable images of God or Jesus do you encounter in your community? How might you 

respond? 

 

As we move through Advent and make space for Jesus to be born in our hearts, I suggest that a 

reimage of Jesus might be in order. Throughout the Gospels Jesus restores community not from the 

top down, but from challenging the notion of an elitist religion and the structures of religion. His new 

reimaged community is comprised by those who serves the true God, and whoever does the will of 

God is my brother, sister, father, and mother. (Mark 3:3) 

 

With much love and peace,  

Rex McKee, Deacon 

*Don’t receive our Thursday  

 e-news? Contact Rachel,  

 612-922-0396, to get on the list!
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