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TODAY, November 27 in the Gathering Space  

Please consider purchasing your holiday greening supplies from our Greece Pilgrims. This fundraising 

event supports their pilgrimage next spring. Wreaths, sprays, and table toppers will be sold while 

supplies last. 

 

This year TRUST will be coordinating gifts for over 200 people including residents of Redeemer 

Residence, Meals On Wheels/TRUST Transportation Services clients and the Creative Early Learners 

Daycare Center at Richfield Lutheran Church. There are gift requests on the tree for you to choose, 

buy the gift and bring the wrapped gift back to church by December 6th (1 week). If you have any 

questions please contact Mary Corlett (mcorlett@comcast.net or 612.325.4382).  

 

TODAY, November 27, 10am in the Parish Hall 

Advent is a time of waiting and preparing as we make our homes and hearts ready to celebrate 

Jesus’ birth. One of the most visible ways that we do this is through the use of an Advent wreath.  

 

TODAY, November 27 in the Gathering Space  

Wondering where the Thanksgiving baskets are to fill for Urban Homeworks (UHW) families? Wonder 

no more! This year we are doing gift cards with handwritten notes instead. Our goal as a church is to 

write holiday notes to 140 families, along with providing lots of gift cards in $25 increments to 

specific stores identified by UHW. John Corlett will be in the church Gathering Space to give you what 

you need to participate, and he will collect all the notes and gift cards on December 4.  



Thank you for supporting St. Nick's Food Share! This month, as we approach the Thanksgiving 

and Christmas holidays, their guests will be especially happy to find sugar, cooking oil, baking flour 

and masa, all used in preparing traditional holiday foods.  

 

 

Tuesday, November 29, 12:15-12:50pm in the Chapel 

We offer a weekly Eucharist in the Chapel. During the Liturgy of the Word, we have a lively 

conversation about scripture, offer our prayers verbally to God, and then continue with the Liturgy of 

the Table. We conclude by 12:50 so people can get back to work. 

 

Wednesday, November 30, 12-1pm via Zoom 

Currently, we are reading the meditations of Steven Charleston in his book, Ladder to the Light. For 

details or to receive the Zoom link, please contact Ginny Jacobson, at gellenj10@yahoo.com. 

 

 
Wednesday, November 30, in the Parish Hall 

Choir Dinner available in the Parish Hall from 5:30-6:45pm. 

PreK—Kindergarteners meet from 6pm-6:30pm. 

1st—3rd Graders meet from 6:30-7pm. 

Chime Choir meets from 7pm-8pm. 

 

 
Thursday, December 1 at 9:30am, 3663 Park Center Blvd, St Louis Park  

We will gather in the Card Room on the Basement Level. There are several members of St. John's 

that live in this building, and they would love to have visitors from the St. John's Community.  

 

 

Thursday, December 1, 7-8pm on Zoom 

This week, we are discussing the third section of our current book “Do I Stay Christian?” by Brian D. 

McLaren. Join us on Zoom (contact Rex McKee at rex.mckee@gmail.com for the link) for a lively 

discussion. 

 

 
Saturday, December 3 at 10:00am  

We will be having a LEV training for all current LEVs or those interested in becoming LEVs in the 

Sanctuary at St. John’s. Due to COVID, it has been over two years since we have had an active LEV 

ministry. It is a good time to refresh training, welcome new LEVs, and update the required Safe 

Church training. For more information, contact Rex McKee (rex.mckee@gmail.com), Lisa Wiens 

Heinsohn (lisa@stjohns-mpls.org), Stephen Koelmel (sdkoelmel@comcast.net), or Kristi Peterson 

(kristi811@comcast.net).  

 



 
Rehearsals begin Wednesday, December 7 at 7:00pm  

St. John’s Festival Choir prepares for Christmas Eve singing during the services. The Choir will 

practice from 7 until 9pm on Wednesdays, December 7, 14, and 21. All are welcome to sing (middle 

school age and up). If you’d like to join the choir, contact Chad at chad@stjohns-mpls.org.  

 

 
Sunday, December 11 at 12:00pm 

St. John's is committed to staffing the prep shift from 12 to 2:30pm with 8 volunteers and the 

giveaway shift from 3:30 to 5:30pm with 5 volunteers. Please sign up on the chart pad in the 

Gathering Space, or contact Caron Stebinger at caronstebinger@gmail.com to volunteer. 

 

 
Sunday, December 11 at 3:00pm 

The gatherings and festivities of the holiday season are a poignant reminder of losses of all kinds.  

St. John's invites you, your friends, your neighbors--any who seek companionship and consolation in 

this season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you would like to make a donation towards the Christmas flowers, please fill out one of the 

envelopes found in the pews, via our website under “give”, or contact Rachel via email at 

Rachel@stjohns-mpls.org by Monday, December 19th.  

 

 

Based on the recent survey published in the e-news, asking your opinion about optimal Christmas 

Eve service times, we are planning to have two Christmas Eve services as follows: 

 

Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24  

3:00pm - Service of Holy Eucharist with Festival Choir and Christmas pageant 

10:00pm - Service of Holy Eucharist with Festival Choir and incense 
 

The two services will be almost the same, except that there will be a joyful Christmas pageant at the 

3pm service. If you have questions about these services, please don’t hesitate to contact Lisa.  

 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25  

10:00am - Service of Holy Eucharist 



Beloved St. John’s community, 

 

I am grateful to be spending Thanksgiving week near the ocean in South Carolina. This morning at 

sunrise, I brewed coffee and walked to the beach at high tide. Five pelicans flew impossibly fast, right 

over the waves, looking for fish. The air was chill and humid. Fifty yards of beach I walked yesterday 

had disappeared under the water. Being the endless nature geek that I am, I was curious if the tides 

had anything to do with the phases of the moon, so I googled this and found that yes, they do. At the 

full moon and the new moon, when the earth, moon and sun are in a line with each other and the 

sun lends its gravity to the moon’s, the tides are highest. At the first and third quarters of the moon, 

when the sun and moon are at right angles to one another relative to the earth, their gravity conflicts 

and the tides are lowest. All of nature is constantly moving in rhythm, like a vast heartbeat, like the 

cosmos breathing. 

 

Although most Western conceptions of time are linear, the church has always seen it as a circle like 

the orbit of the earth and the moon. Our liturgical year is a great wheel, turning with the seasons and 

the Great Story of our tradition. And with this Sunday, November 27, we come again to the church’s 

new year: the first week of Advent. Just as the ancient Celts saw the increasing dark marked at 

November 1 as the new year, and the ancient Hebrews saw sunset (not sunrise) as the beginning of 

a new day, so too does the church view the increasing dark, not with dread, but as a beginning. 

 

It’s tempting to see the dark as negative, scary, undesirable, even evil. And if we’re honest, some of 

our scriptures do portray it that way. But when time is a circle in which each season brings its gifts, 

we can begin to see the dark differently. We can understand it as a womb, as restorative sleep, and a 

time of contemplation. Near the winter solstice when the dark is at its peak, the Christ Child is born. 

Darkness is the place where new life begins. 

 

As we move forward into this time of darkness, let us relax into it, and allow some things to fall away 

and compost like autumn leaves. Let us have a season of fallow rest and contemplation, knowing 

that even God rested on the seventh day. While the world is gearing up into a frenzy of Christmas, let 

us trust God in the dark of Advent, knowing that nothing real can be rushed. Life takes time to grow 

in the womb. 

 

As a spiritual practice this Advent, I invite you to consider making just a few minutes to spend outside 

in the dark each day, without a light. Yes, it’s very cold. Yes, we will not see much. Consider humbly 

asking God to let the dark be a teacher. God is as present in the darkness as God is in the light. What 

will we learn? What will we hear, and know, when our eyes are less useful? 

And if you are struggling, if you feel you cannot bear any more darkness, any more grief or pain, ask 

God to be as close to you as a mother is to the child in her womb. May God hold you tenderly, with 

great compassion and nurture, until the light is born again. 

 

In Christ’s love, 

Lisa 

*Don’t receive our Thursday  

e-news? Contact Rachel@stjohns-

mpls.org, to get on the list! 
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