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TODAY, December 18, 10-11am  

Prepare St. John’s for Christmas by helping us “green the nave” this morning, December 18 from  

10-11 during coffee hour. There will be coffee, of course, and we’d love for you to bring your favorite 

Christmas cookies also—but if you can’t, your presence is gift enough!   

 

 
If you would like to make a donation towards the Christmas flowers, please fill out one of the 

envelopes found in the pews, via our website under “give”, or contact Angie via email at 

angie@stjohns-mpls.org by Monday, December 19th.  

 

Please note that many of our regular groups (Noonday Eucharist, Spirit Group, Children’s Choirs, 

Thursday Book Group, and a number of CYF programs, etc.) are on break now until the new year. 

Please be sure to check with the group coordinators if you have any questions! 

 

 



 

Tuesday, December 20, 1:30pm  

A memorial service for long time member Jerome Wendt will be held at St. John’s with a reception 

following at Harriet Place, 4601 Bryant Ave S in Minneapolis. 

  

 

Wednesday, December 21, 7:00pm  

St. John’s Festival Choir prepares for Christmas Eve singing during the services. The Choir will have 

practice from 7 until 9pm. 

 

 
Saturday, December 24 at 3pm 

Children of all ages needed to play pageant parts! Parents needed to help with costumes and clean 

up! Kids can come and join the pageant during the 3pm Christmas Eve service even if they don’t sign 

up ahead of time. Contact Heather ASAP to sign up! heather@stjohns-mpls.org 

 

 

 

 
 

Based on the recent survey published in the e-news, asking your opinion about optimal Christmas 

Eve service times, we are planning to have two Christmas Eve services as follows: 

 

Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24  

3:00pm - Service of Holy Eucharist with Festival Choir and Christmas pageant 

10:00pm - Service of Holy Eucharist with Festival Choir and incense 
 

The two services will be almost the same, except that there will be a joyful Christmas pageant at the 

3pm service. If you have questions about these services, please don’t hesitate to contact Lisa.  

 

Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25  

10:00am - Service of Holy Eucharist 

 

Holy Name, Sunday, January 1  

10:00am - Service of Holy Eucharist 

 

 



Thank you for supporting St. Nick's Food Share! As we approach the Christmas holiday, our neighbors 

will be especially happy to find bags of pinto or black beans, sugar, baking flour and masa, all used in 

preparing traditional holiday foods, as well as personal care items: diapers, tampons, sanitary pads, 

shampoo, conditioner, and body lotion. As always, these may be left in the basket near the entrance 

to the parish hall.  

 

 
• Please consider contributing an item or experience to our Silent Auction  Contact Heather with 

info at heather@stjohns-mpls.org. Silent Auction will be held in person on February 19, 2023 

from 8:30 – 12:15 in the Parish Hall.   

• Pilgrimage Committee Members needed for a short-term commitment - ALL are welcome to join 

our meetings and to share your ideas/thoughts/hopes/dreams for the pilgrim program. Please 

contact Heather (heather@stjohns-mpls.org) to be put on the list of committee members who will 

receive info about meetings to update this program. 

 

If you are interested in providing meals to St. John's families in need or crisis, please contact JoAnn 

Blatchley (jab229@gmail.com).  We usually bring a casserole or stew/soup, some bread, and a bag 

of salad. We may be setting up a Meal Train or two in the new year, and we have some present 

needs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, January 29, 11:00am in the Parish Hall 

On this day, we will have one 10am service, and then, will meet in the parish hall at 11:00 for our 

Annual Meeting, at which we will reflect spiritually about the previous year, elect new vestry 

members, review the budget for the coming year, and engage in joy and feasting as a community. 

There will be no Sunday school, but activities for young children. Our vestry slate has been 

announced. Please view their photos and bios on our website at https://stjohns-mpls.org/

uncategorized/2023-vestry-slate. 
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Beloved St. John’s community, 

 

You may be wondering about the financial health of the congregation as our stewardship campaign 

for 2023 winds down. Thus far, you have generously pledged about $508,000, and a generous 

parishioner matched another $20,000 for new pledgers or those who increased their pledge – 

bringing our total to $528,000. We expect only a few more pledges, and we need about $600,000 to 

run a balanced budget. This will necessitate drawing from our operating reserves. 

 

Thankfully, at this time, we have plentiful operating reserves. But using reserves to plug an operating 

budget, which we have done for the last two years, is not sustainable.  At the same time, I am beyond 

thankful to report that we recently received two extravagantly generous bequests: a $325,000 gift 

from Nish Jamgotch’s estate (Mr. Jamgotch was a parishioner at St. John’s long ago and lived in the 

house across the street), and another $100,000 from our beloved Mary Miller, whose celebration of 

life service we honored last week. We owe a debt of gratitude and joy to them. 

 

How ought we to view these twin realities? On the one hand, we have a clearly unsustainable 

financial trajectory with our costs exceeding our revenue. To continue our current way of being and 

doing church, we will need to either grow very significantly, restructure our staffing, or find other 

significant and creative ways to generate income from our building (or all three, or something else). 

On the other hand, because of our healthy operating reserves, we do not need to make these 

changes immediately. We have some time to ponder what the Holy Spirit is inviting of us.  

 

As I’ve shared in the past months, with your help we’ve discerned five values we believe the Spirit is 

calling us to focus on: sacredness, belonging, spiritual nourishment, creativity, and transformation. In 

the process of discerning those values over the past two years, we listened to many of you speak 

your hopes about what a vital St. John’s would look like. We know we are committed to sharing our 

bounty with those in need, and we know how much you cherish our space, staff, music and various 

ministries. At the same time, it is possible the Holy Spirit is calling us to new and different ways of 

worship and engaging in the community – in ways that we may not even be able to imagine yet.  I am 

in the process of forming a few small teams to research what other churches are doing to innovate 

around finances while continuing to engage God’s mission to heal the world through love.  

 

Your vestry is listening to the Holy Spirit while thinking about the future of St. John’s, including how to 

faithfully steward these generous gifts and maintain our ongoing operations. As our Bishop recently 

shared in his ECMN Convention address, he encouraged us to spend a year “tending our roots”—to 

focus on spiritual nourishment through a robust and vital discipleship. This is church jargon which 

just means to re-connect with the reason we are here in the first place: to follow Jesus’ Way of Love. 

We will follow his advice by tending our roots in the coming year while we discern our future. 

 

Thank you so much for your ongoing support of St. John’s in many ways. I invite your prayers, 

discernment, vitality and generosity as we move forward, following Jesus together. 

 

In Christ, 

Lisa 

*Don’t receive our Thursday  

e-news? Contact Rachel@stjohns-

mpls.org, to get on the list! 
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