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TODAY, in the Gathering Space  

Thank you to St. John’s for your continued support of our pilgrims! The Pilgrims will sell wreaths 

again this Sunday. We have some additional products available as well. 

 

This year TRUST is coordinating gifts for over 200 people including residents of Redeemer 

Residence, Meals On Wheels/TRUST Transportation Services clients and the Creative Early Learners 

Daycare Center at Richfield Lutheran Church. If you have taken a gift tag, please bring the wrapped 

gift back to church by Tuesday, December 6th. 

 

Return notes and gift cards by December 11 (dated extended) 

This year we are doing gift cards with handwritten notes. Our goal as a church is to write holiday 

notes to 140 families, along with providing lots of gift cards in $25 increments to specific stores 

identified by UHW. John Corlett will be in the church Gathering Space to collect all the notes and gift 

cards.  



 

Tuesday, December 6, 12:15-12:50pm in the Chapel 

We offer a weekly Eucharist in the Chapel. During the Liturgy of the Word, we have a lively 

conversation about scripture, offer our prayers verbally to God, and then continue with the Liturgy of 

the Table. We conclude by 12:50 so people can get back to work. 

 

Wednesday, December 7, 12-1pm via Zoom 

Currently, we are reading the meditations of Steven Charleston in his book, Ladder to the Light. For 

details or to receive the Zoom link, please contact Ginny Jacobson, at gellenj10@yahoo.com. 

 

 
Wednesday, December 7, in the Parish Hall 

Choir Dinner available in the Parish Hall from 5:30-6:45pm. 

PreK—Kindergarteners meet from 6pm-6:30pm. 

1st—3rd Graders meet from 6:30-7pm. 

Chime Choir meets from 7pm-8pm. 

 

 
Rehearsals begin Wednesday, December 7 at 7:00pm  

St. John’s Festival Choir prepares for Christmas Eve singing during the services. The Choir will 

practice from 7 until 9pm on Wednesdays, December 7, 14, and 21. All are welcome to sing (middle 

school age and up). If you’d like to join the choir, contact Chad at chad@stjohns-mpls.org.  

 

 

Thursday, December 8, 7-8pm on Zoom 

This week, we are discussing the third section of our current book “Do I Stay Christian?” by Brian D. 

McLaren. Join us on Zoom (contact Rex McKee at rex.mckee@gmail.com for the link) for a lively 

discussion. 

 

 
Sunday, December 11 

Thank you to all who have volunteered to help at First Nations on Sunday, December 11. While the 

prep shift from 12 to 2:30pm is fully staffed, the giveaway shift from 3:30 to 5:30pm still needs 

volunteers. Please sign up on the chart pad in the Gathering Space, or contact Caron Stebinger at 

caronstebinger@gmail.com to volunteer. 

 

 
Sunday, December 11 at 3:00pm 

The gatherings and festivities of the holiday season are a poignant reminder of losses of all kinds.  

St. John's invites you, your friends, your neighbors--any who seek companionship and consolation in 

this season.  

 



 
 The Silent Auction for the Greece Pilgrimage will be on 2/19 from 8:30 – 12pm in the Parish 

Hall. Items for auctioning are needed – please contact Heather (heather@stjohns-mpls.org) to 

donate.   

 We are looking for interested people to work on a committee to update the Pilgrimage Program 

at St. John’s. Please let Heather (heather@stjohns-mpls.org) know if you are interested in serving 

in this way. This will be a short-term commitment starting in late January and all are welcome to 

join. 

 

If you are interested in providing meals to St. John's families in need or crisis, please contact JoAnn 

Blatchley (jab229@gmail.com).  We usually bring a casserole or stew/soup, some bread, and a bag 

of salad. We may be setting up a Meal Train or two in the new year, and we have some present 

needs.  

 

Thank you for supporting St. Nick's Food Share! As we approach the Christmas holiday, our neighbors 

will be especially happy to find bags of pinto or black beans, sugar, baking flour and masa, all used in 

preparing traditional holiday foods, as well as personal care items: diapers, tampons, sanitary pads, 

shampoo, conditioner, and body lotion. As always, these may be left in the basket near the entrance 

to the parish hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you would like to make a donation towards the Christmas flowers, please fill out one of the 

envelopes found in the pews, via our website under “give”, or contact Rachel via email at 

Rachel@stjohns-mpls.org by Monday, December 19th.  

 

Based on the recent survey published in the e-news, asking your opinion about optimal Christmas 

Eve service times, we are planning to have two Christmas Eve services as follows: 

 

Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24  

3:00pm - Service of Holy Eucharist with Festival Choir and Christmas pageant 

10:00pm - Service of Holy Eucharist with Festival Choir and incense 
 

The two services will be almost the same, except that there will be a joyful Christmas pageant at the 

3pm service. If you have questions about these services, please don’t hesitate to contact Lisa.  

 

Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25  

10:00am - Service of Holy Eucharist 
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Two weeks ago I served with the Bishop at All Saint’s Indian Mission which was a wonderful experience. 

The Bishop asked me to stay after the service for conversation with the members of the community, and I 

was asked about the diaconate. To be clear, it is a question that I love to respond to.... My call and 

understanding of the role as a deacon is to be a bridge between the temporal world and the faith 

community, and to move members of the community out of their pews, out of the buildings, into the world 

to be the hands, feet, ears, eyes, and voice on God’s behalf. Certainly there are numerous opportunities 

and ways to be involved in the world....from feeding and sheltering, to transforming the systems of 

government towards God’s peace filled reign of heaven.   
 

All Saint’s-First Nations Kitchen is without a doubt a committed loving response to God’s call. I was 

thankful to be there, and to hear their stories, challenges, and successes. Their Elders knew that Saint 

John’s community has been and continues to be a significant partner for nearly 30 years; they shared their 

love and blessing.  
 

Recently on John Corlett’s invitation I attended with others a fund raiser for Urban HomeWorks....I was 

impressed with their mission, presentation, stories, and their vision.  Since then I have attended a couple 

of Zoom meetings organized by them, specifically on the availability of decent affordable housing for first 

nations peoples in Minneapolis and Saint Paul. Again, I was impressed with their vision and plan, and the 

engagement of first nations peoples in the conversation. I came away optimistic with their plan.  
 

I invited John to coffee, to find out more about his ministry and Saint John’s involvement with Urban 

HomeWorks... after a great conversation I asked him if he would write it up… 
 

“So, what’s going on with Urban Homeworks/affordable housing these days?” is a question I am 

frequently asked by St Johns parishioners.  Urban Homeworks (UHW) has been St Johns’ affordable 

housing partner for over 13 years with workdays on the second Saturday of every month until March of 

2020 when workdays were suspended due to Covid.   
 

While St Johns work crews were sidelined by Covid shut down, Urban Homeworks staff were still busy. 

Their work providing dignified, stable, affordable housing continued and expanded into two new frontiers. 

The first was assisting residents learn about and sign up for the Covid related rental assistance programs. 

UHW teamed with other affordable housing agencies like Aeon to share resources and expertise about 

Covid Programs.  
 

Second, UHW put additional emphasis on equitable home ownership avenues. With goals of helping 

residents move from renters to home ownership using homeownership as a tool to build wealth and 

pursue racial equity. UHW’s role as an advocate for home ownership programs continues to develop. 

We returned to workdays in April of 2021 with intentionally limited crews of 5 people masked and minding 

social distancing. At the end of the summer of 2022, we are back to crews of up to 15 volunteers on the 

second Saturday every month. Our typical workday includes preparing apartments for new residents – 

cleaning, painting, light repairs and yard work.  
 

Other ways St Johns and UHW partner are attending UHW’s annual Perpetuate the Hope fundraiser and 

creating Holiday Baskets and cards. We continue to explore how St Johns can become more involved in 

the equitable home ownership work. St Johns members are always welcome to participate. Contact John 

Corlett at jrcorlett@comcast.net. 612-839-6566 
 

We are blessed by John’s leadership, Urban HomeWorks, and the many members of this community that 

have reached out of the church into the world on God’s behalf. We are blessed with all of the leaders, like 

John, that have led and organized us as God’s agents in a broken world.  
 

May God bless you with foolishness enough to believe that you too can make a difference in a broken 

world...with reverence and love, Rex 

*Don’t receive our Thursday  

e-news? Contact Rachel@stjohns-

mpls.org, to get on the list! 
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