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TODAY, January 29, 11:00am in the Parish Hall 
 

Beloved St. John’s community, 

I’d like to personally invite you to the Annual meeting and brunch at 11am. It will be an important 

time for us as a community to reflect on where we are and where we feel the Spirit leading us in the 

days ahead. We are at a crossroads as a community: one that involves challenge and abundance, 

risk and opportunity. Your voice will be really important as we move into our future. 

 

Even if you have not attended Annual meetings in the past, I hope you will do so this year. I look 

forward to breaking bread together, praying, listening and dreaming of the future God wants to birth 

through us. 

 

With love and hope, 

Lisa  

 



Thank you for supporting St. Nick's Food Share ministry! This month, our neighbors will be especially 

happy to find sugar, cooking oil, baking flour, dried pinto or black beans, and masa at the food share. 

You will find a basket for your donations by the main entrance to the parish hall. 

 

Monday, January 30, 5:00pm in the Parish Hall  

Come stretch, breathe and pray with us!  Join us Mondays at 5pm in the Parish Hall or virtually via 

Zoom. Contact Mary Corlett at mcorlett@comcast.net or 612.325.4382 to sign up and receive a 

weekly email and Zoom link.  

 

 

Tuesday, January 31, 12:15-12:50pm in the Chapel 

We offer a weekly Eucharist in the Chapel. During the Liturgy of the Word, we have a lively 

conversation about scripture, offer our prayers verbally to God, and then continue with the Liturgy of 

the Table. We conclude by 12:50 so people can get back to work. 

 

Wednesday, February 1, 12:00-1:00pm via Zoom 

Our Zoom gatherings continue with I Heard the Owl Call My Name, a novel by Margaret Craven.  For 

details and Zoom link, contact Ginny at gellenj10@yahoo.com. 

 
Wednesday, February 1, in the Parish Hall 

New families are welcome anytime! 

Choir Dinner available in the Parish Hall from 5:30-6:45pm. 

Organized Activities in the Parish Hall for choristers not in rehearsal from 6pm-7pm  

PreK—Kindergarteners meet from 6pm-6:30pm. 

1st—3rd Graders meet from 6:30-7pm. 

Chime Choir meets from 7pm-8pm. 

 

 
Thursday, February 2 at 9:30am, 3663 Park Center Blvd, St Louis Park  

We will gather in the Card Room on the Basement Level. There are several members of St. John's 

that live in this building, and they would love to have visitors from the St. John's Community. We meet 

the first Thursday of every month. 

 

 

Thursday, February 2, 7:00-8:00pm on Zoom 

We are discussing the book Church of the Wild by Victoria Loorz. Everyone is welcome. Contact Rex 

McKee (rex.mckee@gmail.com) for more information and/or the Zoom link. 



Sunday, February 5, 12:00-1:00pm in the Library 

After the Greece Pilgrimage in June of 2023, we are looking to make some changes to the pilgrimage 

program to make it more inclusive and sustainable. We are beginning to meet to discuss how to 

make the pilgrimage program a continued success at St. John’s. ALL are welcome to join our 

meetings and to share your ideas/thoughts/hopes/dreams for the program. Please contact Heather 

at Heather@stjohns-mpls.org to be put on the list of committee members who will receive info about 

meetings to update this program.   

Sunday, February 12 

St. John's is committed to staffing the prep shift from 12 to 2:30pm with 8 volunteers and the 

giveaway shift from 3:30 to 5:30pm with 5 volunteers. Please sign up on the chart pad in the 

Gathering Space, or contact Caron Stebinger at caronstebinger@gmail.com to volunteer. 

Deadline for donations: February 20 

Items/Baskets/Experiences needed to auction. Please help the Greece Pilgrims in their fundraising 

efforts! The Auction has been rescheduled for Sunday, March 5th. 

Tuesday, February 21, 5:30—7:30pm in the Parish Hall (music from 6-7pm) 

Pancakes and jambalaya and Erik Jacobson's "Southside Aces" playing New Orleans ragtime! Come 

join us for a fun evening of great food and music. Tickets available at the door—to cover expenses—

$8 per individual, $15 per household. 

 

Wednesday, February 22, 12:00pm and 7:00pm 

This service begins the Lenten season with the Imposition of Ashes and Holy Eucharist. Both services 

will be a traditional Book of Common Prayer service. 

 

Friday, February 24, 7:00pm in the Parish Hall 

A safe space and family friendly performance opportunity. All are welcome – on either side of the 

microphone. Contact chad@stjohns-mpls.org to get on the program. 

 

Friday, February 24—Sunday, February 26, Spirit Mountain, Duluth 

All 5th – 12th graders are welcome to join us by themselves or with family. Sign up here: https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b49abaf23a3fb6-stjohns2. Contact Heather at  

heather@stjohns-mpls.org for more information or if you have questions. 



*Don’t receive our Thursday  

e-news? Contact Rachel@stjohns-

mpls.org, to get on the list! 

Beloved St. John’s community, 

 

St. John’s is at a crossroads. We are a vibrant, warm, compassionate faith community that is 

exploring new things, increasing in attendance, pouring ourselves out in service of neighbor, and 

learning new ways to think about following Jesus’ Way of Love. This year, we identified five values 

that capture how St. John’s sees our innovative participation in an ancient spiritual path: sacredness, 

belonging, spiritual nourishment, creativity, and transformation. There is so much happening that is 

rich and meaningful. And, our current financial situation is not sustainable beyond about two more 

years.  

 

We are in a crazy paradox of incredible abundance on the one hand and unsustainability on the 

other. Because we have very generous members, some of whom have left us extravagant gifts in 

their wills after passing away this past year, we have significant operating reserves—enough to cover 

our anticipated budget deficits for up to two years. We also have another large fund we can use for 

whatever purpose aligns with our mission and the leading of God’s Spirit. What this means is that we 

can dream, listen, imagine, and experiment on changing ways to follow the Way of Love as a 

community. What this also means is that if we stay exactly the same, we will likely need to let go of 

our building or staff or both within the near future. It’s true that the church has been through a cycle 

like this before – growing and shrinking and growing again. But this time, I believe the pandemic has 

accelerated changes in our culture and society that are far bigger than anything happening at St. 

John’s and Minneapolis, and we cannot assume that things will just “get back to normal” after 

another year or two.  

 

I am sharing this with you, not to suggest that we ought to proceed with anxiety, but to ask you to 

please attend the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 29 (there is one service at 10am followed by 

the Annual Meeting and brunch at 11am). There you will hear more details, and you will also be 

asked to begin to think about what really matters to us as a community. I am asking you to open your 

hearts and minds to God, to your own deepest desires, and also to the desires of others in our 

community who may have a different vision than yours. In the collection of all of us, we will sense the 

Spirit’s leading—the “signal amid the noise,” as a friend of mine would say.  

 

We will be using the next year to discern and experiment with new ways of being church that align 

with Jesus’ Way of Love and our values—sacredness, belonging, spiritual nourishment, creativity, and 

transformation. How can we explore alternative financial models of being church? How can we 

deeply tend our roots, our authentic connection with God as it really is, to be healthy and generative 

for the sake of the world God so loves? 

 

Thank you with all my heart for being the warm, creative, loving and generous faith community that 

you are, and for opening yourselves to change in order to remain aligned with our values and God’s 

Spirit. 

 

With love and hope, 

Lisa 
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