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Let's celebrate the opening of our church again by meeting each other over food in small groups in 

parishioner's homes. The signup lists are on the bulletin board in the Gathering Space by the door to 

the outside patio area. There are six cottage dinners to choose from in different areas of the city. 

Choose by how close it is to your house or who the host is or date of the event. Come and meet new 

people or catch up with old friends. If you can't come to church but still want to go to a cottage 

dinner, contact Angie at the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays at angie@stjohn-mpls.org or from 

10am - 4pm at 612.922.0396. Once the lists are filled, the host will contact you (by your email or 

phone) to make sure you have the details of the event. We are so happy to be together again - let's 

celebrate!   

 

Thank you for supporting St. Nick's Food Share ministry! This month, our neighbors will be especially 

happy to find sugar, cooking oil, baking flour, dried pinto or black beans, and masa at the food share. 

You will find a basket for your donations by the main entrance to the parish hall. 

 



TODAY, Sunday, January 22 

This year, our usual Advent fundraising for St Philippe et St Jacques was postponed 

until January. We are requesting your donations of any amount to help pay the 

teacher salaries for the rest of the school year. We will have a table in the Gathering 

Space where we will gratefully accept your donations. Or you can write a check to  

St. John’s, with Haiti in the memo line, and place it in the offering plate or mail it to 

the church. Or you can donate online by using the QR code to the right. 

 

TODAY, Sunday, January 22  

In her bestselling book The Light We Carry: Overcoming in Uncertain Times, Michelle Obama writes 

about “the bedrock question upon which all other doubts rest – four words that reliably plague even 

the most accomplished and powerful people I know, four words that have followed me since I was a 

young girl on the South Side of Chicago: Am I good enough?”  

Join us as we dwell together in Sunday’s Gospel text and explore the ways doubting our own 

goodness distracts us from saying yes to the sacred call of Jesus to follow the Way of Love.  

 

 

Tuesday, January 24, 12:15-12:50pm in the Chapel 

We offer a weekly Eucharist in the Chapel. During the Liturgy of the Word, we have a lively 

conversation about scripture, offer our prayers verbally to God, and then continue with the Liturgy of 

the Table. We conclude by 12:50 so people can get back to work. 

 

Wednesday, January 25, 12:00-1:00pm via Zoom 

Our Zoom gatherings will continue with I Heard the Owl Call My Name, a novel by Margaret 

Craven.  For details and Zoom link, contact Ginny at gellenj10@yahoo.com. 

 
Wednesday, January 25, in the Parish Hall 

New families are welcome anytime! 

Choir Dinner available in the Parish Hall from 5:30-6:45pm. 

Organized Activities in the Parish Hall for choristers not in rehearsal from 6pm-7pm  

PreK—Kindergarteners meet from 6pm-6:30pm. 

1st—3rd Graders meet from 6:30-7pm. 

Chime Choir meets from 7pm-8pm. 

 

 

Thursday, January 26, 7:00-8:00pm on Zoom 

We began the new year by returning to our weekly book discussion January 12—February 9, with the 

book Church of the Wild by Victoria Loorz. Everyone is welcome. Contact Rex McKee

(rex.mckee@gmail.com) for more information and/or the zoom link. 



Friday, January 27 at 7:00pm in the Parish Hall 

A safe space and family-friendly performance opportunity. All are welcome – on either side of the 

microphone. Contact Chad Smith at chad@stjohns-mpls.org to get on the program.  

 

Sunday, January 29, 11:00am in the Parish Hall 

We will have ONE service at 10am, followed by our Annual Meeting and Brunch. At our Annual 

Meeting, we elect next year’s vestry members, review the budget for the coming year, and have 

creative and prayerful conversations about the future of our church. Please come, add your ears and 

hearts and voice to the conversation, and enjoy brunch with other St. John’s folks! There will be 

childcare available in the nursery for kids of any age.  
 

Please view their photos and bios on our website at https://stjohns-mpls.org/uncategorized/2023-

vestry-slate. 

 

 
Thursday, February 2 at 9:30am, 3663 Park Center Blvd, St Louis Park  

We will gather in the Card Room on the Basement Level. There are several members of St. John's 

that live in this building, and they would love to have visitors from the St. John's Community. We meet 

the first Thursday of every month. 

Sunday, February 5, 12:00-1:00pm in the Library 

After the Greece Pilgrimage in June of 2023, we are looking to make some changes to the pilgrimage 

program to make it more inclusive and sustainable. We are beginning to meet to discuss how to 

make the pilgrimage program a continued success at St. John’s. ALL are welcome to join our 

meetings and to share your ideas/thoughts/hopes/dreams for the program. Please contact Heather 

at Heather@stjohns-mpls.org to be put on the list of committee members who will receive info about 

meetings to update this program.   

Sunday, February 12 

St. John's is committed to staffing the prep shift from 12 to 2:30pm with 8 volunteers and the 

giveaway shift from 3:30 to 5:30pm with 5 volunteers. Please sign up on the chart pad in the 

Gathering Space, or contact Caron Stebinger at caronstebinger@gmail.com to volunteer. 

Sunday, February 19 

Items/Baskets/Experiences needed to auction. Please help the Greece Pilgrims in their fundraising 

efforts! Contact Heather at Heather@stjohns-mpls.org for more information. 



*Don’t receive our Thursday  

e-news? Contact Rachel@stjohns-

mpls.org, to get on the list! 

Peter Stebinger and I have been chatting recently about Epiphany....a liturgical season that is by 

some overlooked, sort of a holding space between Christmas and Lent. We agreed that the time of 

the Magi, this season of stars, light, of prophecy, and voices from other traditions is a special time in 

our liturgical and spiritual journey.   
 

God sent the stars to give light to the world 

The star of my life is Jesus 

In Him, there is no darkness at all 

The night and the day are both alike 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 

I want to see the brightness of God 

I want to look at Jesus 

Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path 

And show me the way. (I want to walk as a child of the light) 
 

As most of you I spent time on MLK’s birthdate remembering, reading, watching clips, recommitting. I 

read in full the final speech of MLK, and am sharing with you the following excerpts (available in the 

full post: https://stjohns-mpls.org/uncategorized/blog-1-19-23/) from the last speech of The 

Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King, 3rd of April 1968. 
 

I was reminded of Bishop Tutu’s comments “I don’t preach a social gospel, I preach the 

Gospel….when people were hungry Jesus did not say now is this political or social, he said I feed you, 

because the good news to a hungry person is bread.”  
 

I cannot imagine what MLK’s experience might have been when he spoke of the mountaintop, and 

his calm assertion that he had seen the promised land. What I do understand is that the work we are 

called to accomplish in our Baptismal Covenant is not complete… the harvest is plentiful, and the 

workers are few. 
 

Jesus says to us, it is the other, the Samaritan, that stops to provide care for the victim along the side 

of the road. It is the Magi that seek the infant child and return by another road to avoid the power of 

the empire. It is Jesus who tells us to put our swords back into its place, that those who live by the 

sword will perish by the sword.  
 

MLK would teach us that hope is not utopian or naive. It requires commitment, hard work, struggle, 

and sacrifice. Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is among you.” We are not called upon to recreate a 

Garden of Eden to which we can all seek to retire. We are called to be peacemakers together in the 

struggle for a just world. We are called to let our light shine so that others may see our good works.  
 

God, help us to love one another as you have loved us…help us to love those that are different from 

us in race, orientation, faith tradition, or language…  God, help us to put down our weapons, be they 

verbal, literal, financial, systemic, historical, emotional.  Help us to end our addiction to violence, 

hatred, and separation. Help us to shine our light more brightly.  
 

You will do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and 

the morning star rises in your hearts.  2 Peter 1 
 

Let us stand with a greater determination. And let us move on in these powerful days, these days of 

challenge to make America what it ought to be. We have an opportunity to make America a better 

nation. And I want to thank God, once more, for allowing me to be here with you. MLK 
Shalom 

Rex McKee 
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