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Do you have something you would like to celebrate? Something for which you are thankful?  A loved 

one you would like to honor or thank? If you pay for our altar flowers, we will put your name and the 

event/person/reason for your gift in our bulletin so others can share it with you. You can pick the 

date. We use these flowers in a variety of ways: You may take the flowers after the 11am service, we  

give some to visitors, we often take some to home-bound or hospital-bound members, and 

sometimes we use them to help decorate the social hall for events. The suggested donation amount 

is $60 (which covers the cost). You email Angie (angie@stjohns-mpls.org) or write a check and put it 

in the collection plate with “altar flowers” on the memo line. Or, you can sign up and pay 

electronically using our website.  Go to the bottom of the page and select “Altar Flowers”, then follow 

the directions. 

 

 

TODAY, Sunday, January 8  

Thank you to all who have volunteered to help at First Nations Kitchen today. Please remember that 

prep shift runs from 12 to 2:30pm, and giveaway shift runs from 3:30 to 5:30pm. Please use the 

31st St. entrance to All Saints Episcopal Mission. 



Let's celebrate the opening of our church again by meeting each other over food in small groups in 

parishioner's homes. The signup lists will be on the bulletin board in the Gathering Space by the door 

to the outside patio area. There are six cottage dinners to choose from in different areas of the city. 

Choose by how close it is to your house or who the host is or date of the event. Come and meet new 

people or catch up with old friends. If you can't come to church but still want to go to a cottage 

dinner, contact Angie at the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays at angie@stjohn-mpls.org or from 

10am - 4pm at 612.922.0396. Once the lists are filled, the host will contact you (by your email or 

phone) to make sure you have the details of the event. We are so happy to be together again - let's 

celebrate!   

 

 

Resumes Tuesday, January 10, 12:15-12:50pm in the Chapel 

We offer a weekly Eucharist in the Chapel. During the Liturgy of the Word, we have a lively 

conversation about scripture, offer our prayers verbally to God, and then continue with the Liturgy of 

the Table. We conclude by 12:50 so people can get back to work. 

In the book, Living Buddha, Living Christ, Thich Nhat Hahn invites us to explore the crossroads of 

compassion and holiness at which Christianity and Buddhism meet. Please join us in exploring this 

text beginning Wednesday, Jan. 11 from 6:30 to 7:30 pm. We will meet on Zoom for 6 weeks, ending 

at the beginning of Lent. Our gatherings will begin and end with a short prayer practice. If you are 

interested, contact Jane Gilgun at jgilgun@gmail.com or Lori Gottschalk at lorilynjoy@msn.com. 

 

 
Resume Wednesday, January 11, in the Parish Hall 

New families are welcome anytime! 

Choir Dinner available in the Parish Hall from 5:30-6:45pm. 

Organized Activities in the Parish Hall for choristers not in rehearsal from 6pm-7pm  

PreK—Kindergarteners meet from 6pm-6:30pm. 

1st—3rd Graders meet from 6:30-7pm. 

Chime Choir meets from 7pm-8pm. 

 

 

Resumes Thursday, January 12, 7-8pm on Zoom 

We begin the new year by returning to our weekly book discussion returning January 12—February 9, 

with the book Church of the Wild by Victoria Loorz. Everyone is welcome. Contact Rex 

(rex.mckee@gmail.com) for more information and/or the zoom link. 

“With an eco-spiritual lens on biblical narratives and a fresh look at a community larger than our own 

species, Church of the Wild uncovers the wild roots of faith and helps us deepen our commitment to 

a suffering earth by falling in love with it--and calling it church...Loorz helps us connect to a love that 

literally holds the world together--a love that calls us into communion with all creatures.” 

 



Friday, January 27 at 7:00pm in the Parish Hall 

A safe space and family friendly performance opportunity. All are welcome – on either side of the 

microphone. Contact Chad Smith at chad@stjohns-mpls.org to get on the program.  

 

Sunday, January 29, 11:00am in the Parish Hall 

On this day, we will have one 10am service, and then, will meet in the parish hall at 11:00 for our 

Annual Meeting, at which we will reflect spiritually about the previous year, elect new vestry 

members, review the budget for the coming year, and engage in joy and feasting as a community. 

There will be no Sunday school, but activities for young children. Our vestry slate has been 

announced. Please view their photos and bios on our website at https://stjohns-mpls.org/

uncategorized/2023-vestry-slate. 

 

Sundays, January 8, 15, and 22 

This year our usual Advent fundraising for St Philippe et St Jacques was postponed until January. We 

are requesting your donations of any amount to help pay the teacher salaries for the rest of the 

school year. We will have a table in the Gathering Space where we will gratefully accept your 

donations. Or, you can write a check to St John’s, with Haiti in the memo line, and 

place it in the offering plate or mail it to the church. Or, you can donate online by 

using the QR code to the right. 

 

My favorite spiritual teacher, Cynthia Bourgeault, says that synchronicities, or apparent coincidences, are 

a sure sign that God is breaking in…  
 

Sometime in 2006, Mark Lindberg held a meeting at his house for anyone interested in exploring the idea 

of St John’s establishing an international ministry. I attended because I was interested, but I didn’t have 

any ideas. Some ideas were floated, but nothing concrete.  
 

Shortly after that meeting was Diocesan Convention, and I was a a delegate. As I walked through the 

gallery where people displayed their ministries, I saw an old friend, Barb Buehl, from my previous church, 

St Alban’s in Edina. Her display was about St Alban’s parish partnership in Haiti, which had begun a couple 

of years after I had left. I learned that the Diocese of Haiti Partnership Program had been established in 

the 1990’s and that Messiah Church in St Paul had established one of the first partnerships. Ten years 

later they had taken folks from St Alban’s to Haiti, and St Alban’s had established its own partnership. I 

was intrigued, and invited my friend to the next meeting at Mark’s house. The first synchronicity. 
 

At the meeting, Barb showed us a slideshow and told us more about the Partnership program. The 

Episcopal Diocese of Haiti is the largest diocese in Episcopal Church USA. Currently there are over 

100,000 members. It was established in 1863 by James Theodore Holly, an African American Episcopal 

priest who became the first Bishop of Haiti. Holly said that the Haitian Episcopal Church would build 

schools and hospitals, and that mission continues to this day. Because of the overwhelming poverty in 



Haiti, parishes in the US began to financially support parishes in Haiti, until finally the Partnership Program 

was officially established. Under the Partnership Program, one parish in the US is partnered with one 

parish in Haiti. Sometimes a whole US Diocese is partnered with several parishes. Barb told us that the 

priest in charge of their Haitian partner was responsible for seven parishes, and several of them did not 

have US partners. She suggested that a couple of us “come and see.” I quickly volunteered, and invited 

Cheryl Williams to join me, because Cheryl had just written an article in the newsletter about her trip to 

Benin, the country in West Africa where most of the Haitian slaves had originated. Another synchronicity. 
 

Our trip to Haiti in November, 2006 was life-changing for both Cheryl and me. The poverty was 

devastating, the beauty of the landscape was amazing, and the warmth and generosity of the people were 

overwhelming. We fell in love with Haiti! We were taken to a small parish which ran a small school, but the 

teachers had not been paid for four months, because parents could not afford to pay tuition. Many schools 

sent children home if tuition was not paid, but this priest would not do that. They could really use a 

partner. The sign on the school said St Philippe et St Jacques (St Philip and St James), Gressier/Collin. 

Cheryl had a son named Philip; I had a son named Colin. The third synchronicity. 
 

Cheryl and I came home full of enthusiasm. We put out a call for people to join a Haiti partnership 

committee and ended up with twelve members. We made a presentation to the parish. We talked with the 

vestry. We received donations. In the summer of 2007, the vestry voted to officially approve a partnership 

between St John’s and St Philippe et St Jacques. At the request of our partner priest, we agreed that the 

main focus of our partnership would be paying teacher salaries. Later we agreed to provide medical clinics 

as well, and for a time after the earthquake, we were also able to provide a lunch program, with help from 

the World Food Program. 
 

Over the years, our partnership has flourished. More than 20 parishioners have traveled to Haiti. Two 

partner priests have visited us. Immediately after the devastating earthquake in 2010, the wife and child 

of our partner priest came to stay for eight months at the home of St John’s parishioners. Sadly, a trip for 

middle school students and their mothers was canceled in 2018, because of instability in the country, and 

we have not been able to travel to Haiti since. But we know that in the future visits will happen again. 
 

Between 2008 and 2014, Elizabeth McClure and I partnered with Christchurch in Duluth, Georgia to 

organize two mobile medical clinics a year for each of our partners. Volunteers from St John’s and 

Christchurch, and other friends staffed the clinics. Since 2014, monthly clinics have been provided by a 

separate organization, Haiti Companions, which employs all Haitian providers.  
 

In 2006, the school at St Philippe et St Jacques had 130 students from preschool through 6th grade. In the 

2021/22 school year, there were 360 students through 10th grade.  Our budget for teacher salaries grew 

to $22,000 per year, all provided by St John’s parishioner donations. This year, Haiti has been devastated 

by severe political instability and gang violence. School could not open until December 5, and so far there 

are not many parents willing to send their children to school.  But, despite all the difficulties, our partner 

priest, Rev Markendy Jean, and school principal, Michel Elissaint, are optimistic that there will be more 

students in January, and they were determined to add an eleventh grade class. Because of a generous 

donation of $3000 from one couple, we were able to add enough to our budget to fund eleventh grade.  
 

Parents in Haiti believe strongly that education is the key to a stable future for their children and for the 

country.  We at St John’s are blessed to be able to contribute to that future. We pray that the current 

conditions will improve, and that in the future we will visit our partners again. In the meantime, we know 

that God blesses our partnership with St Philippe et St Jacques.  

Dianne Pizey, Haiti Committee Chair 

*Don’t receive our Thursday  

e-news? Contact Rachel@stjohns-

mpls.org, to get on the list! 
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