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Thank you for supporting St. Nick's Food Share ministry! This month, our neighbors will be especially 

happy to find sugar, cooking oil, baking flour, dried pinto or black beans, and masa at the food share. 

You will find a basket for your donations by the main entrance to the parish hall. 

TODAY, Sunday, February 12 

St. John's is committed to staffing the prep shift from 12:30 to 3 pm (please note time change) with 

8  volunteers and the giveaway shift from 3:30 to 5:30pm with 5 volunteers. Please use 

SignUpGenius (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0848AFAA28A3F49-february), sign up on the 

chart pad in the Gathering Space, or contact Caron Stebinger at caronstebinger@gmail.com or JoAnn 

Blatchley at jab229@gmail.com to volunteer. 

 

Monday, February 13, 5:00pm in the Parish Hall  

Come stretch, breathe and pray with us!  Join us Mondays at 5pm in the Parish Hall or virtually via 

Zoom. Contact Mary Corlett at mcorlett@comcast.net or 612.325.4382 to sign up and receive a 

weekly email and Zoom link.  



 

Tuesday, February 14, 12:15-12:50pm in the Chapel 

We offer a weekly Eucharist in the Chapel. During the Liturgy of the Word, we have a lively 

conversation about scripture, offer our prayers verbally to God, and then continue with the Liturgy of 

the Table. We conclude by 12:50 so people can get back to work. 

 

Wednesday, February 15, 12:00-1:00pm via Zoom 

Our Zoom gatherings continue with a reading TBD.  For details and Zoom link, contact Ginny at 

gellenj10@yahoo.com. 

 
Wednesday, February 15, in the Parish Hall 

New families are welcome anytime! 

Choir Dinner available in the Parish Hall from 5:30-6:45pm. 

Organized Activities in the Parish Hall for choristers not in rehearsal from 6pm-7pm  

PreK—Kindergarteners meet from 6pm-6:30pm. 

1st—3rd Graders meet from 6:30-7pm. 

Chime Choir meets from 7pm-8pm. 

Wednesday, Feb. 15, 11 am-4 pm - St. Paul  

Mark your calendar. Bishop Loya will be one of the featured speakers. Preliminary training and 

information starts at 11am with lunch at Christ on Capitol Hill, across from the Capitol. I look forward 

to seeing you there. Rex 

We have an amazing opportunity this legislative year to drive change that will move Minnesota to 

center on Indigenous communities and create economic justice through climate justice. Join MNIPL 

and our coalition of Indigenous, faith, social, and environmental justice organizations at the State 

Capitol for this rally and lobby day. Learn more and/or register at: https://www.mnipl.org/event/

minnesota-state-capitol-day-02-15-2023/ 

 

Deadline for donations: February 20 

Items/Baskets/Experiences needed to auction. Please help the Greece Pilgrims in their fundraising 

efforts! The Auction has been rescheduled for Sunday, March 5th. 

Tuesday, February 21, 5:30—7:30pm in the Parish Hall (music from 6-7pm) 

Pancakes and jambalaya and Erik Jacobson's "Southside Aces" playing New Orleans ragtime! Come 

join us for a fun evening of great food and music. Tickets available at the door—to cover expenses—

$8 per individual, $15 per household. 

 



Entries due by Wednesday, February 22 at 5:00pm 

Signup online, or print and complete by hand the bracket, to join in the fun "March Madness" style 

game. Playing is simple - just pick which saints from around the world will be selected as being "more 

saintly." You will earn points for each saint that you select correctly. The parishioner with the highest 

point total is the winner. Entry is free and we will have prizes for the overall champion, as well as the 

"16 and under" champion. Full details and the bracket of saints are is at www.lent.bazoomer.com. 

Entries are due by 5:00pm on Wednesday, February 22. The voting for saints will start on the 23rd! 

Wednesday, February 22, 12:00pm and 7:00pm 

This service begins the Lenten season with the Imposition of Ashes and Holy Eucharist. Both services 

will be a traditional Book of Common Prayer service. 

 

 

Thursday, February 23, 7:00-8:00pm on Zoom 

We have finished up our wonderful discussions of Church of the Wild. Our next book starts on 

February 23rd. We will be reading Healing Haunted Histories: A Settler Discipleship of Decolonization 

by Elaine Enns and Ched Myers. 

“Healing Haunted Histories tackles the oldest and deepest injustices on the North American 

continent. Violations which inhabit every intersection of settler and Indigenous worlds, past and 

present. Wounds inextricably woven into the fabric of our personal and political lives. And it argues 

we can heal those wounds through the inward and outward journey of decolonization.” 

 

Friday, February 24, 7:00pm in the Parish Hall 

A safe space and family friendly performance opportunity. All are welcome – on either side of the 

microphone. Contact chad@stjohns-mpls.org to get on the program. 

 

Saturday, February 25, 9:00am-3:30pm at ECMN (1101 West Broadway Ave., Mpls, MN 55411) 

The Episcopal Church in Minnesota, Braver Angles and the Episcopal House of Prayer invite you to a 

workshop designed to give congregations the tools to bring Americans together, bridge the partisan 

divide, and inspire the beloved community. Our mission is to strengthen our democratic republic by 

treating people who disagree with us with honesty and respect. We believe the contemplative 

approach can equip us to hold opposites in tension. There is no charge to attend and lunch will be 

provided if you let us know you are coming at: ECMNBraverAngelsEHOP@gmail.com. There is also a 

Zoom option; please email us and we will send a link prior to the workshop.  

 

Sunday, March 5 through Sunday, April 2 

Youth will be collecting food and $ for St. Nick’s food shelf in Richfield. They have a goal of $300 and 

300 pounds of food and all those who donate get to vote for a song the Youth Group must sing 

together if they reach their goal! Look for them in the Gathering Space starting on March 5! 



*Don’t receive our Thursday  

e-news? Contact Rachel@stjohns-

mpls.org, to get on the list! 

Howard Thurman shares with us that the core message of Jesus asks us, his followers, to focus on the 

urgency of radical change—a transformational change from within the hearts of the weary and burdened 

followers of The Way of Love.  
 

Ched Meyers, Marken scholar writes in Binding the Strong Man: ‘our churches usually focus on the 

baptism of Jesus empowerment through the spirit’s descent from above’. We need to realize he suggests 

that Jesus was being empowered through a deep and full spiritual immersion into his beloved homeland, 

his neighborhood, from below so to speak.   Jesus sought grounding. He began not with a consciousness 

of alienation, but an experience of empathy or identification, focusing on what he was for.  

Liberation Theology, as described in Gutierrez’s We Drink from our Own Wells, suggests that we use 

resources that are locally available and produced within a community, rather that being reliant upon 

external sources. At the core is a commitment to self-sufficiency, and the creation of sustainable 

communities.  
 

We might ask, how might we urban dwellers apply liberation theology, known primarily from the experience 

of poor disenfranchised peoples from Central and South America, and former slaves in our own country. 

Consider the missional work many of us are engaging through a variety of local agencies and non-profits:  
 

Advocating for social justice: This could involve working to address issues such as homelessness, poverty, 

and unequal access to resources.  
 

Build community: Urban areas often lack a strong sense of community, and liberation theology can help to 

build relationships and networks of support among residents. 
 

Empower marginalized communities: In urban areas, marginalized communities such as BIPOC, 

immigrants, undocumented, addicted, mentally ill, and low-income populations often face significant 

barriers to resources and opportunities.  
 

Promote economic development: Urban areas often struggle with economic inequality, and liberation 

theology can be used to promote local economic development that benefits all, rather than just a select 

few. Advocate on behalf of environmental concerns: Urban areas are often overwhelmed with 

environmental challenges, air and water pollution, lack of green spaces, transportation systems, and 

waste management.  
 

As mostly white Christians with power and privilege we can learn from liberation theology to recognize the 

which our privilege contributes to systematic oppression. We can learn to embrace solidarity with 

marginalized communities and work together to challenge the historical and current systems of 

oppression. We can learn to recognize the role of power, as suggested by Thurman, and how we might use 

our personal and community power to challenge oppressive systems. We can prioritize social justice, and 

work towards creating a just and equitable society.  
 

Liberation theology can provide a transformative perspective for white Christians with privilege, helping us 

to understand the ways which our privilege contributes to systems of oppression and challenge us to work 

for social justice and liberation for all people. In Jewish tradition, the word "misphat" is often associated 

with the concept of a just society, where all individuals are treated fairly and equitably. The word is used to 

refer to God's judgment or divine justice. (Consider a passage from Isaiah 58: 6-12) 
 

As we experience the frenzy of an enthusiastic State of Minnesota legislative season, and are midway 

through our liturgical season of Epiphany, where we learn of Jesus early ministry and the calling and 

formation of his disciples, I suggest we reflect on the following questions.  
 

Who are the local marginalized workers that Jesus might have called to join him in building his movement, 

and where might they live? Who might be the prophetic voice from the Twin Cities Metro that most 

represents John the Baptist? Where are you called to Build, Empower, Advocate, or Promote? 

Shalom 

Rex McKee 
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