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Today, March 5 in the Parish Hall 

The in-person auction will be today from 8:30 – 12:15 in the Parish Hall. Pick up items you have won 

today or connect with Heather at heather@stjohns-mpls.org to get them at a later date. 

 

Today, March 5 through Sunday, April 2 

Youth are collecting food and money for St. Nick’s food shelf in Richfield. They have a goal of $300 

and 300 pounds of food and all those who donate get to vote for a song the Youth Group must sing 

together if they reach their goal! Look for them in the Gathering Space starting today. 

 

Today, March 5, 3:00pm in the Sanctuary 

Praying for a Vision: A simple service of prayer and music seeking wisdom, to see with God’s eyes 

and love with God’s heart. 

 



Monday, March 6, 5:00pm in the Parish Hall  

Come stretch, breathe and pray with us!  Join us Mondays at 5pm in the Parish Hall or virtually via 

Zoom. Contact Mary Corlett at mcorlett@comcast.net or 612.325.4382 to sign up and receive a 

weekly email and Zoom link.  

 

Tuesday, March 7, 12:15-12:50pm in the Chapel 

We offer a weekly Eucharist in the Chapel. During the Liturgy of the Word, we have a lively 

conversation about scripture, offer our prayers verbally to God, and then continue with the Liturgy of 

the Table. We conclude by 12:50 so people can get back to work. 

 

Wednesday, March 8, 12:00-1:00pm via Zoom 

Spirit Group is discussing Wendell Berry's book of short stories, That Distant Land. For details and 

Zoom link, contact Ginny at gellenj10@yahoo.com. 

 

 
Wednesday, March 8, in the Parish Hall 

New families are welcome anytime! 

5:30-6:45pm: Choir Dinner available in the Parish Hall. 

6-6:30pm: PreK-Kindergarteners in the Library. 

6:30-7pm: 1st-3rd Graders meet in the Library. 

7-8pm: Chime Choir meets in the Library. 

 

 

Thursday, March 9, 7:00-8:00pm on Zoom 

We have begun reading Healing Haunted Histories: A Settler Discipleship of Decolonization by Elaine 

Enns and Ched Myers. This book “...tackles the oldest and deepest injustices on the North American 

continent. Violations which inhabit every intersection of settler and Indigenous worlds, past and 

present. Wounds inextricably woven into the fabric of our personal and political lives. And it argues 

we can heal those wounds through the inward and outward journey of decolonization.” 

The authors Elaine and Ched have committed to joining us for our discussion on March 23. We are 

excited to have them lead a conversation about their book and ministry.  

 

Sunday, March 12 

We are blessed to have a full roster of youth and their parents to staff the prep shift and are seeking 

volunteers for the giveaway shift at FNK from 3:30 to 5:30pm. If you are able to help, please sign up 

using https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0848afaa28a3f49-march2#/, on the chart pad in the 

Gathering Space, or by contacting Caron Stebinger (caronstebinger@gmail.com) or JoAnn Blatchley 

(jab229@gmail.com). 



Sunday, March 19, 1:45pm 

This is our second meeting for all interested in helping to update this program. We will meet in the 

Harvey Room, on the lower level, from 1:45-2:45. Please contact Heather with questions. 

 

Sunday, March 19, 3:00pm 

Celebrate Spring's return - on the day before it officially begins - with St. John's musicians in the 

Sanctuary! 4pm reception in the Parish Hall to follow the program. 

 

Friday, March 31, 7:00pm 

A safe space and family friendly performance opportunity in the Parish Hall. All are welcome - on 

either side of the microphone. Contact chad@stjohns-mpls.org to get on the program. 

 

Saturday, July 15—Sunday, July 23, 2023 

We are returning to San Lucas Tolimán, Guatemala this year! We have worked in this community 

since 2009 and are thrilled to be able to start these trips up again. We will stay in San Lucas and 

work and learn about the mission and the town for six days and then head to Antigua on Friday 

morning for a two day R&R. We will be gone a total of eight days.  
 

There will be work for everyone’s ability, and you will have an opportunity to help decide what we do. 

The total amount needed for an individual to come on this work trip will be $1800.00. This includes 

roundtrip airfare from Minneapolis, trip insurance, room and board in San Lucas, all ground 

transportation in Guatemala and the hotel and celebration dinner in Antigua. Please contact John 

(jrcorlett@comcast.net or 612.839.6566) or Mary (mcorlett@comcast.net or 612.325.4382) Corlett 

for more information or to discuss reserving one of the 15 total spots. 

Commitment for this trip, along with the down payment of $900, is due by April 1, 2023. The 

remaining $900 will be needed by June 15.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Youth Goup Joumou Soup fundraiser for Haiti was the best in all ways. We had a great crew of 

Barb, Vicki, Lori and me chopping vegetables at church while Kari and Mark chopped at home, then 

five wonderful youth with adults Kari, Barb, David and me cooking at church and making cards, Chad 

offering advice on the stove and Wi-Fi, and, finally, all the wonderful members of St John’s stepping 

up and buying all but two quarts of soup, making a profit of $529 for Haiti. We are so happy! Thank 

you to everyone who helped. What a success! 

Dianne Pizey, Haiti Committee Chair 



*Don’t receive our Thursday  

e-news? Contact Rachel@stjohns-

mpls.org, to get on the list! 

At St. Johns, Spirit Group is one of many small groups: book, gardening, in-reach, out-reach. There is 

a group to meet any interest, curiosity or passion. But my experience and the topic of my reflection is 

Spirit Group. 
 

Lisa often says that the people who are at any given meeting or gathering are the ones who are 

meant to be there at that time, that place.  At our Wednesday gatherings we have about a dozen 

people who meet on Zoom. We meet on Zoom, not only because of post-Covid but because we have 

church members who have moved to both the East and West Coasts and want to remain a part of 

the group. That is the kind of group it is.  But what about the Spirit? 
 

Joan Chittister commenting in The Rule of Benedict: A Spirituality for the 21st Century, says: 
“The spiritual life is not a set of exercises appended to our ordinary routine. It is a complete 

reordering of our values and our priorities and our lives. Spirituality is not just a matter of joining the 

closest religious community or parish committee or faith-sharing group. Spirituality is that depth of 

soul that changes our lives and focuses our efforts and leads us to see the world differently that we 

ever did before.” 
 

Coming together at noon each Wednesday from fall until spring each year, I doubt that those in Spirit 

Group intend to completely reorder lives and priorities. However, telling and sharing our stories, 

relating our experiences, and reading the works of others (fiction, non-fiction, memoir, poetry) opens 

us up to new perspectives, seeing “the world differently.” 
 

Of stories, Robin Wall Kimmerer says in one the group’s favorite books, Braiding Sweetgrass, “In 

winter, when the green earth lies resting beneath a blanket of snow, this is the time for 

storytelling. The storytellers begin by calling upon those who came before who passed the stories 

down to us, for we are only messengers.    
 

For our group one of those messengers was/is the late Rachel Held Evans. As we read in Inspired: 

Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again, “If the biggest story we can imagine is 

about God’s loving and redemptive work in the world then our lives will be shaped by that epic.  If the 

biggest story we can imagine is something else, like religious nationalism, or “follow your bliss,” or 

“he who dies with the most toys wins,” then our lives will be shaped by those narratives instead.” 
 

In one of our more recent readings, Steven Charleston’s Ladder to the Light: An Indigenous Elder’s 

Meditations on Hope and Courage offers, “Your spiritual journey is measured not by how many 

answers you have accumulated, but by how many questions you have confronted. We are not gods 

who must know everything, gatekeepers to truth—we are seekers who look for the truth where it may 

be most difficult to find. Our wisdom is not in what we know, but in what we wonder.” 
 

As John O’Donohue in his classic, Anam Cara, points out, “Spirituality is the art of transfiguration. We 

should not force ourselves to change by hammering our lives into any pre-determined shape. We do 

not need to operate according to the idea of a predetermined program or plan for our lives. Rather, 

we need to practice a new art of attention to the inner rhythm our days and lives. The attention 

brings a new awareness of our own human and divine presence.” 
 

So each week we come together with the Spirit’s guidance and our experiences and stories to 

imagine God’s loving and redemptive work in the world. We come to maybe change our lives and look 

at the world differently…to share and to wonder. 

Ginny Jacobson 
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