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I wrote this sermon in the form of a dialogue between two characters.  
I was inspired by the work of Walter Brueggeman, who wrote a book 
called the Prophetic Imagination.  In it, he outlined the true job of a 
prophet: to criticize the way things are and point to the way God 
intends them to be.   
 
The prophet is always opposed by some powerful mindset, and 
Brueggeman starts with Moses vs. Pharaoh.  The powerful voice he 
calls Royal Consciousness, which is the mind of the oppressive status 
quo.  RC is clever, superficially cheerful, but deeply pessimistic.  He 
has many different voices, sometimes Roman, sometimes Egyptian, 
sometimes Late Night Cable TV.  But his message is the same.  PI, the 
Prophetic Imagination is honest, superficially critical, but full of hope. 
 
With the help of our son, Carter, as the prophet, here are our two 
characters. 
RC: (Unctuous) Good morning, and welcome to Christianity, the 
prestigious religion that's humble at the same time!  We're glad you 
chose to join us this morning, and look forward to your making a 
sizable contribution toward our work.  I mean, the Lord's work.   
 
PI: Try not to listen to him.  He's been doing this so long that he 
doesn't even know what he's saying.  Anyway, good morning, I'm the 
prophet.  I'm hoping you listened to the Gospel this morning, because 
I want to say a couple of rather difficult things about that little 
mustard seed. 
 
RC: (Aw shucks politician) Hi, I'm King David, and welcome to the 
Royal Palace.  You know, back when old Samuel came to my small 
town of Bethlehem to anoint me king, I was just a regular shepherd 
out in the fields.   
 
PI: He actually was just a regular shepherd once.  That was before he 
let royal power go to his head. 
 



RC: (English) Now ladies and gentlemen, I need to instruct you on 
some essential points of protocol.  You will kneel in the Presence of 
Pharaoh, the Morning and Evening Star, Bringer of Spring Floods, 
and Protector of All Egypt.  Pharaoh will see you in a few minutes.  
Meanwhile, please notice the many statues of his famous ancestors, 
and observe that armed guards are watching your every move.  His 
slaves will be finished with… 
 
PI: You can tell old Pharaoh to let my people go. 
 
RC: (English) I'm sorry.  What did you say? 
 
PI: Tell old Pharaoh that God says to let God's people go 
 
RC: (English) You've got to be kidding. 
 
PI: It's the high point in the Bible. 
 
RC: (German) No, I'm afraid not.  The high point was when the 
workers finished Solomon's Palace and they finished the Temple, and 
the priests invited God to come live there in the Holy of Holies, and 
Solomon ruled over the greatest territory the people ever held.  He 
had 700 wives and 300 concubines.  His cavalry featured 12,000 
horses and 4,000 stalls, and, when it marched past,  
 
PI: Royal Thinking.  The Mind of The Status Quo. How different was 
Solomon from Pharaoh?  The People Who Always Need To Acquire 
More Stuff But Who Need Everything to Stay The Same.   
 
RC: (Cable TV) Not the same, my friend, oh, no.  Everything is always 
changing!  Purple is the new black! The Voting Rights Act will give us 
a much more representative government!  The new iPhone, coming in 
September, will usher in a totally new experience and make all your 
relationships better when paired with the new iWatch.  And now 
there's HydroDynamix!  Not just a diet, it's a revolutionary new 
consciousness of our most important nutrients.  Doors open at 
midnight, just 48 hours before Thanksgiving Day. 
 
PI: He's just a symbol, actually. Royal Consciousness.  The voice of 
numbness pretending to be something interesting.  As long as we're 



on our devices, or building pyramids, or shaking our heads with 
dismay at tv news, nobody has to change anything.   
 
RC: (Crotchety old southern man) That's where you're wrong, young 
person.  Nothing ever changes.  Everything stays the same.  There is 
nothing new under the sun.  The poor will always be with you.  There 
is no such thing as racism, because we handled that, but if there 
turned out to be, we would take care of it soon.  And meanwhile, how 
about some freshly-baked bread and, why look!  The circus has come 
to town! 
 
PI: I'm the prophet.  Not a fortune-teller, but the voice of reality, the 
voice of God if I do my job right.  An artist, and definitely a visionary.  
A still, small voice.  But don't underestimate me.  I'm like that 
mustard seed: in my words are something big.  [pause]  I'm usually a 
troublemaker. 
 
RC: (Villainous official) You are always a troublemaker.  Interrupting 
Pharaoh: let my people go, let my people go.  Breaking rules just to 
make our priests look weak.  Healing on the Sabbath.  And eating 
with sinners.  Making the Pharisees look like hypocrites.  They were 
Men Of God!  But then of course, like you so-called prophets always 
do, your Jesus went too far.  Forgiving sins?  Nobody does that.  Only 
God.  Only on Judgment Day.  Crucify him! 
 
PI: You tried that, but he got resurrected. 
 
RC: (villainous official) Yes, and we weren't expecting that.  That was 
pretty good.  But did you notice, after awhile, our friend Constantine 
put the cross on our shields and we marched into battle with it.  We 
ran the Crusades, and we smashed the infidels.  We baptized millions. 
 
PI: {to the audience, gesturing at RC} His job is to keep you 
entertained, and to keep your mind off the reign of God. 
 
RC: (New Jersey) (Godfather) Reign, shmeign.  We know who's boss.  
We know who signs our checks.  We have no King But Caesar!  God 
Save The Queen!  God Bless America!  Love It Or Leave It!  Next up 
on sportscenter: NHL draft prospects play golf on some of America's 
best courses! 



 
PI: We've been fighting against this guy for as long as there have been 
despots… 
 
RC: Please. We prefer to call them Father Figures. 
 
PI: …for as long as there have been despots.  We tell the truth, we 
protest, we complain, we organize 
 
RC: (Godfather) You people are so negative! 
 
PI: Actually, you people are, too.  But we're negative about different 
things:  you say that we're not happy unless we buy more stuff.  You 
say we're not happy if we don't go along to get along.  You say we're 
not grateful.  Not patriotic.  Not real Christians.  Not real Jews.  Not 
real Muslims.   
 
RC: (Godfather) Well, you aren't grateful and you aren't realistic.  You 
say change is so great, okay, look at the world today: Egypt, Iran, 
Ukraine, Yemen, Nigeria, not to mention things at home… 
 
PI: Change usually isn't great.  Change scares people, and it often 
doesn't work out.  Revolutions mostly lead to terror and backlash.  
But that doesn't mean God is on the side of the oppressors 
 
RC: (Spanish) Are you calling me an oppressor? 
 
PI: Pretty much.  Did you think you weren't one? 
 
RC: (Spanish) God has a wonderful plan for your life.  He is your best 
friend.  He is on the side of the poor, also, you know.  They are going 
to get to heaven even before some of us. 
 
PI: You think that's what the Gospel is about, heaven?  As in afterlife? 
 
RC: (French) Well, this life is sure not heaven, so those poor people 
will get their reward, eventually.  As for the rest of us, as long as we're 
here, let's have fun.  Let's live the good life.   
 



PI: The reign of heaven is like a mustard seed, my friend.  Very small, 
but it has a huge plant inside.  And so precious, like a lost sheep, a lost 
coin, a pearl of great price.  A lost child. 
 
RC: (own voice) Now you're going to tell that Prodigal Son story 
again.  It makes me cringe, because, hey, I work as hard as that older 
son and I don't ask for my inheritance.  I don't go blow the whole 
thing in Vegas.  I earn every dollar.  I deserve everything I have. 
 
PI: As I was saying, it's like the way you treat someone precious you 
thought was lost.  The reign of God. It's running down the driveway to 
meet the Prodigal Son and embracing him.  It's opening the doors and 
letting strangers come in and sit at the table 
 
RC: (own voice) Oh, yuck.  They don't even wash their hands. 
 
PI: It's compassion, not selfishness.  And yes, they do wash their 
hands. 
 
RC: (own voice) There is nothing wrong with selfishness.  Try reading 
Ayn Rand for a change.  If everyone would be just a little bit selfish 
and look out for their own needs, we wouldn't need all this phony 
compassion.  Nobody would suffer 
 
PI: The reign of God is nothing like the reign of Caesar or Pharaoh or 
Napoleon 
 
RC: (English) You say those names as if it was easy to make history.  
Those people did a lot of good in the world.  And they told the truth: 
life is hard, and you better be ready for it.  Look what happened after 
Rome fell!  You call it oppression? We call it tough love.  Discipline.  
Self-sacrifice.  Stiff upper lip.  All for one and one for all.  Look out for 
number one.  Every man for himself.   
 
PI: What about women? 
 
RC: {blank stare}  please. 
 
PI: God had this foolish idea to make us all in the Divine Image, and 
Jesus was willing to play the fool and try acting on it 



 
RC: (English) And do you see where that got him? 
 
PI: and now if you want to follow Jesus, you pick up your cross 
 
RC: (Godfather) Now you're really kidding.  The cross was the most 
effective bit of propaganda the Romans had.  They put up few of them 
in every town and people toed the line. {pause}  You know, nobody's 
going to listen to you.  You're too idealistic.  Open your eyes.  Do unto 
others before they do it unto you.  Get your fair share and let others 
get theirs.  Get what's coming to you.  God helps those who help 
themselves. 
 
PI:  Well, I've got to go.  I have to go serve lunch. 
 
RC: (own voice) Oh, right! Communion! That little bit of bread that 
makes everyone feel all kum ba yah before they go back to the grind 
for another week.  At least it's bigger than one of your mustard seeds.  
Hey, you know, we've got communion, too, on channel 305 on Direct 
TV and channel 347 on the Dish Network.   
 
(Cable TV Guy) Speaking of dishes, are yours starting to get all 
chipped and cracked?  Is that pattern you loved back when you 
registered at Bed, Bath, and Beyond looking a bit too nineties?  Well, 
for this weekend only, we'll be serving up… 
 
PI pushes button on TV remote and RC goes silent. 
 
 
Royal consciousness Prophetic Imagination 
Oppression and captives 
required 

Freedom of people 

God bound  God free 
Numbness, obliviousness to 
suffering, apparent comfort 

Public expression of grief, 
naming the suffering.  Tears 
express solidarity and 
compassion 

Static religion Dynamism of the Holy Spirit 
Affluence, appetite, the need for 
satiety, consumer culture.   

Familyhood, citizenship 



Self-preservation Compassion for others 
People are helpless People must help one another 
King rules for a time God will rule forever 
Pharaoh, Solomon, Pharisees  
Don't criticize Criticize, disrupt, bother 
Don't imagine.  The end is 
unthinkable.  Especially don't 
think about death. 

Make art, visualize alternatives.  
The end is the beginning.  Use 
symbols, stories, hashtags 

Happiness Joy 
Ignore history Study history so as to improve 

on it 
Pragmatism Foolishness 
It's always been this way It could be different 
Depression, anxiety, despair 
reign 

 

"Amazing" means "You should 
buy this" 

"Amazing" means amazing 

Only God can forgive sin Jesus forgives sins 
Work on the Sabbath is wrong Healing on the Sabbath is work 

and it is not wrong 
Priests: "God lives most fully in 
the Temple" 

Jesus: "God lives most fully in 
me." 

Older Son Prodigal Son 
Clinging Yearning 
The cross is a Roman threat The cross is a Christian promise 
  
  
  

 
 


