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Beloved people of St. John’s,
My second summer in law school, I worked as an associate at a big law firm in Los Angeles. I was full
of nervous energy and cranked out a huge volume of work. One of the partners who was mentoring
me that summer kept telling me: “Less is more, Lisa.” He was trying to tell me that doing a few
things really well was better than blindly motoring through a lot of work. He was telling me to focus
what I did based on intention and prioritizing, and then I could work as hard as I wanted.
In Luke’s gospel, at the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry, he declares his manifesto to the people of
his hometown in Nazareth. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,” he declares to them, with no small
amount of chutzpah. “The Spirit has anointed me to bring good news to the poor, release to the
captives, recovery of sight to the blind, freedom for the oppressed, to declare the year of God’s
favor.” (See Luke 4:14-21). Jesus has a very particular ministry: he is saying yes to these things,
which necessarily means he is also saying no to a lot of other things.
At St. John’s, we are entering a period of joyful listening and discernment. We already know much
about what we’ve felt called to do as a community, as expressed in our mission statement:
We celebrate the gift of Christian community and welcome all, without distinction, to share the joy
and pain of life’s passages. We commit ourselves to personal and spiritual maturity, both traditional
and innovative worship, the healthy nurturing of children, and reaching out, beyond the Church,
seeking Christ in all persons.
As followers of the way of Jesus, we know that Jesus’ mission is our own; and we affirm the active
presence of God’s Spirit in our midst—which means that we assume that God is up to something at
St. John’s today, in continued support of what the mission of Jesus has been since the beginning.
Given our DNA as a community and the gifts and burdens of the people currently part of St. John’s,
and given what is happening in the world around us, what might God be inviting us to be part of?
How are we part of the flow of God’s story—the “Beloved Community” shown in scriptures, made
manifest in Jesus, and needed in the world today? What do you personally bring—your gifts and your
burdens, your resources and your stories? How does our community’s mission statement track with
Jesus’ manifesto in Luke? What are our community’s “yeses” and “nos”?
One of the ways we can begin to answer these questions is to look for “pockets of energy” here at
St. John’s. Where is there a sense of life, vitality or flow? What captures our collective imagination,
passion and concern? Where do we see parallels between our story and the Great Story of JudeoChristian tradition? As you move through our community, begin to ask yourself these questions,
alone and with others. Over time, we’ll create spaces to do this as a community. I can’t wait to see
where God’s Spirit leads us.
Faithfully,
Lisa
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Centennial Fund
For Social Justice
In addition to the bigger picture
conversations taking place, there has been a
youth-led grantmaking track. Nine of
St. John’s high-school youth are identifying,
investigating and prioritizing potential
nonprofits that address areas such as:
economic justice, climate change, mental
health, immigration and discrimination. This
Led by co-chairs Mark Lindberg and Brigitte
group is meeting monthly and hopes to share
Parenteau, the Fund’s goal is to expand
St. John’s vision for service to the community its recommendations for four grants of up to
$5,000 each in the next few months.
through new, local initiatives that will both
stimulate and challenge us in our service to If you have questions, please reach out to
any of the Fund Committee members listed
others. A core value of the Fund is to fuse
below.
grantmaking with efforts to develop or
enhance relationships with organizations in
the community, rather than simply act as a
transactional donor.
Centennial Fund Committee members:
Cathy Bouggy, Kesha Brennom, Ali Halley,
Since its inception in 2018, the Centennial
Dick Howard, Mark Lindberg, Brigitte
Fund Committee has investigated
Parenteau, Chris Robinson, Roger Rose,
opportunities with organizations that
Heidi Schaefer, Kari Slade
represent a mixture of issues and places
Part of St. John’s “Keeping Faith” 2017
capital campaign included tithing 10% of the
funds raised for a special Centennial Fund
for Social Justice. With roughly $2 million in
total capital campaign pledges, the
Centennial Fund could have approximately
$200,000 to use, once all pledges are paid.

across the city of Minneapolis. After a series
of site visits with several organizations, the
Committee invited leaders from a handful of
organizations to participate in a deeper,
second conversation to better understand
the opportunities for engagement. At this
point, there are three organizations that
meet many of the goals and interests of the
Centennial Fund. The Committee will
continue to consult with the Vestry and
Justice & Service Committee as important
sources of information and inspiration. The
Committee anticipates initial
recommendations sometime in 2019.

Youth-led Fund members:
Will Brennom, Caroline Barnett, Adaire
Criner, Noah Hunsicker, Ruhi Patel, Finn
McFadden, Oscar McFadden, Maddie
Gagliardi, Gabe VanDeWalker

Weekly Brown Bag Eucharist
Tuesdays at
12:15pm in
the Chapel

We offer a weekly Eucharist in which you are invited to bring your lunch -at 12:15pm every Tuesday in the Chapel. During this service, during the
liturgy of the Word, we eat our lunches, have a lively conversation about
scripture, offer our prayers verbally to God, and then continue with the
liturgy of the table. We conclude by 12:50 so people can get back to work.
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The Pilgrims’ most lucrative fundraiser returns! Mark your calendars for February 23rd and
24th for the Pilgrimage Silent Auction! There will be a Dessert Reception on Saturday,
February 23rd, from 6:30-8:30pm with performances and talks by current and past
Pilgrims. All items will be on display and available for bidding on Saturday night. We have
time at cabins, tickets, babysitting, parties, and more! Saturday night is an amazing chance
to learn about the Pilgrimage and share it with your friends outside the church who are
curious about what this trip is all about.
Then Sunday morning, February 23rd, all items will be on display in the parish hall for
bidding 10-11:00am!
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Adult Forums
Our Guatemala Mission Trips
Sunday, February 3rd
Heidi Joos and John Corlett
St. John’s members who participated on last year’s Guatemala mission trip will share
experiences about their work with the residents of Nueva Providencia, Guatemala. See
and hear about their very hard work and what they took away beyond calluses and sore
backs.
Following Presiding Bishop Curry's Seven-Step Way of Love
Sundays, February 10th and 17th
John Bellaimey and Lynnell Mickelson
John and Lynnell will invite everyone to consider the Biblical and personal imperatives of
organized and disorganized religion to walk the path of Christ. Lively, irreverent, and
provocative commentary and important questions about the spiritual life of Twenty-First
Century Christians.
NO Adult Forum
Sunday, February 24th, Silent Auction for Pilgrimage

Conversations from the Heart
Saturday, February 9th, 12:30pm in the Library
Please join us for Conversations from the Heart as we
turn our calendars from January to February and honor
the great heart love. The eternal path toward healing.
For questions or further information, contact Nancy
Herbst.

Lunch Bunch
Monday, February 18th, 12:00pm in the Parish Hall
We are a church with many colorful vestments worn by rector, choir, and those ministering
at the altar on Sundays. But also in our congregation are people who wear robes on Sunday
(other days as well?) who will tell us their stories of belonging to these communities. Join us
to meet and learn more from Kate Maxwell and A.P. Larson and the communities they
represent. Bring a dish to share!
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Our Saviour’s Shelter Meal
Friday, February 8th
Meal Prep - 3:30pm, Deliver & serve - 5:45pm
We will again cook and serve a wonderful meal at Our Saviour's Shelter. Please take a
moment to see if you might be able to help! Come to the church at 3:30pm, help prepare
salad, meal, etc. (3-4 people) OR come to the church at 5:45pm, deliver and serve the
food to the shelter (5-6 people).
Please consider doing a shelter meal and helping us out. Thank you! If you have
questions, please contact Steve Schewe.

Affordable Housing Workday
St. John’s work crews work the second
Saturday every month. The tasks range from
demolition, carpentry, painting, cleaning, and
yard work, so there is work available for every
skill level. The typical work day starts with
coffee, juice, fresh fruit and pastries just
after 8am. The work starts at 8:30, ends
around 3pm, with a break around noon for

lunch. Lunch is made and delivered by the St.
John’s affordable housing lunch crew. New
volunteers are always welcome for either site
construction work or the lunch crew.
Please contact John Corlett for site work or
sign up here to join the lunch crew.

New Member Inquiry Class
A couple of times a year, we invite people who have been visiting to meet with members
and staff to learn more about St. John's.
Three small-group sessions led by John Corlett and Ivy Booth will be held in the Chapel
between the 9 and 11 o'clock services on February 24, March 3 and 10.
Please join us if you are interested.

Saturday,
February 9th,
8:30am
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February Music News
Children’s Choirs sing & Chime Choir plays Sunday
February 3rd
St. John’s Children’s Choirs sing their Epiphany anthems during our 11am Sunday service on
February 3rd. St. John’s Chime Choir plays their special selection during our 9am Sunday
service on February 3rd.
Youth Choir sings Sunday
February 10th & 17th
St. John’s Youth Choir sings their Epiphany anthem during our 11am Sunday service on
February 10th and during our 9am Sunday service on February 17th.
NEXT Open Mic
February 22nd
Now in it’s Seventh HUGE Season – St. John’s Open Mic is a performance/presentation
community opportunity taking place in the Parish Hall and running for one very special hour.
A Mystery Guest hosts this FOURTH 4th Friday Open Mic of the 2018-2019 Season. All are
welcome – on either side of the microphone. Join the fun! Childcare can be provided with
advance notice. For more info and to get on the program, contact Chad.
February 24th & March 3rd
Children’s Choirs sing & Chime Choir plays Sunday
St. John’s Children’s Choirs sing their anthems during our 9am Sunday service on February
24th, and during our 11am Sunday service on March 3rd. St. John’s Chime Choir plays their
special selection during our 11am Sunday service on February 24th and during our 9am
Sunday service on March 3rd.

For more on
Music at
St. John’s,
contact:
Chad Smith

Mama Digdown’s Brass Band plays our annual Shrove Tuesday event
March 5th
St. John’s own Erik Jacobson and fellow members of his fabulous Mama Digdown’s Brass
Band bring the sounds of a real New Orleans Mardi Gras celebration to St. John’s annual
Shrove Tuesday Supper in St. John’s Parish Hall. Mama Digdown’s Brass Band has been
together for 20+ years and has traveled to the Crescent City over 50 times! Food is available
from 5-7pm and the band plays from 6-7pm. Don’t miss it!!

January Open Mic

BIG Thanks & Gratitude goes to:
 Pianist Maren Tomey for her special musical contribution to our 10am service on
Sunday, December 30th.
 Pianist Georgia Pharris for her special musical contribution to 9am & 11am services on
Sunday, January 6th.
 Pianist Liv Rosten for her special musical contribution to 9am & 11am services on
Sunday, January 13th.
 Pianists Alice Sanders Brooks and Clara Sanders Marcus for their spectacular
performance during their Duo recital on Sunday afternoon, January 13th.
 Our Children’s Choirs and Chime Choir for their special musical contributions to 9am
and 11am services on Sunday, January 27th.
 Wendy Smith, Aliese Hoesel, and Jodi Bosacker for their fine teaching & care-filled
leadership of Wednesday evening Children’s, Chime Choir, Youth Choir and Children’s
Activities.
 St. John’s 9am Service Ensemble and 11am Service Choir for their faithful service and
music leadership every Sunday!
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January Highlights in Photos

Epiphany
Intergenerational
Event

Guest Preacher:
Rev. Anna
Ostenso Moore

Piano Recital
with Alice Brooks
Sanders &
Clara Sanders
Marcus

Youth Sexuality
Retreat

Annual Meeting
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Children, Youth & Families News
Sunday School: February is the one month out of the school year where we have Sunday
School every Sunday! All children are always welcome at Sunday School. Contact Shane for
information about what each age group is doing!
Curious about being an acolyte?
If you or your child are interested in being an acolyte, please join us Sunday, February 3rd,
after the 9:00 service in the chapel. This is a wonderful ministry that brings you up to the
altar and close to the action of the service. We are organizing adult teams and family teams
as well as the child and youth teams. If you have any questions, please email Courtney
Hammond. We look forward to seeing you!
Youth Group: The 7th-8th Grade St. John’s youth group has two chances to gather with their
peers of all ages from St. John’s in February. First, will be our inaugural Super Bowl Party at
St. John’s. All St. John’s students from 7th-12th grade are invited to the Parish Hall from
5 – 9:30 to watch the big game.
Then, on February 10th, all students from 7th-12th grade are invited to go Snow Tubing at
Buck Hill from 2:00 – 5:00. We’ll meet at St. John’s at 2, head out to Buck Hill and Tube
from 2:30 – 4:30, and then return by 5!

January Youth Group

Pilgrimage: St. John’s Pilgrims will gather for a potluck on Sunday night, February 10th, from
6-8. We’ll put some time into planning for some of our spring events: the Silent Auction,
Maundy Thursday, and the Rummage Sale. Parents are asked to attend from 7:30-8 to look
at calendars and sign-up for leadership roles as well!

For more on
Children, Youth, &
Families at
St. John’s, contact:
Shane Sanders
Marcus

Safe Church Training: It is of the utmost importance to us that all St. John’s parishioners,
including children and youth, experience safety and respect in our community. Therefore, we
comply with our national church’s Safe Church policies, and periodically review or adjust
them to fit our context at St. John’s. If you want to know more about Safe Church and all the
things we do to keep our children and youth safe, consider coming to our Safe Church
training on March 2nd, led by The Rev. Tim Kingsley!
Thanks!
 Huge thanks to the absolutely incredible Kari Slade for co-facilitating St. John’s first ever
mini-retreat on Spirituality and Sexuality for a group of 15 teenagers from 7th-11th
grades!
 Thanks to the always delightful Erik Jacobson for masterminding and directing the
Pilgrimage Super Bowl Fundraiser!
 Thanks to ever-faithful Ann Willner for organizing and making sides for the Pilgrimage
Super Bowl fundraiser!
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Super Bowl BBQ Fundraiser Pick Up
Sunday, February 3rd, between the 9 and 11 am services
Thank you to everyone who ordered Pulled Pork, Smoked Ribs, and sides for your Super
Bowl Party needs! Please pick up your orders in the Gathering Space.

3rd Space: TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) and Church
When I went to TEC, at first I was a bit
skeptical. I didn’t know what it was going to
be like and I thought it would be a very
churchy thing. But, I was excited. So, when I
got there, I was utterly amazed. So many
people were so welcoming there, and so
open about everything. Over the course of
the weekend, it became not just a one-off
experience, but more. I really made friends
with the people there – we really got to know
each other. It was just such an amazing
experience. And definitely, I felt much more
connected to God and the church after it.

People’s attitudes are just so different at
TEC. When I went, I knew some people from
school and from church, of course. But
people acted very differently than I’d see
them in different situations. It wasn’t like
they were on their best behavior – but they
were all much more open to seeing different
things and they weren’t quite as stressed. At
TEC, we can all be ourselves and relax
because there are so many people we don’t
know, so many people who aren’t present in
the other parts of our lives, and we can get
to know each other in a new way.

I feel like – TEC specifically, but church in
general – it’s not only a place where there is
a community. Church is a place for me where
there are other people of all different ages,
and they are in my community, and they
know me to an extent, and that’s very
different than at home where I know
everyone very specifically. And school is a
very judgmental place. But at TEC, I had
peers who didn’t know me necessarily, but it
felt like they have known me for so long and
I’ve known them for so long. It’s a very nonjudgmental place. That, in itself, is different
from school because it’s so judgmental.

Go to TEC. You might think you can know
what it’s like, but you can’t really know until
you go. You can’t make pre-judgments from
anyone else’s experience. Every time you go,
it will be a different group of people, but it’s
more about what you can get individually
from being around this group of people and
how it will change you each time. Because it
will change each time, and so will you.
Fin Hunsicker
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Mark your Calendars: Lent
Beloved St. John’s community,
You may have noticed that the seven practices of the “Way of Love” have been showing up
in homilies, adult forums, children’s chapel and in other locations in and around St. John’s
and the broader Episcopal Church. These practices - turn, learn, pray, worship, bless, go,
rest— capture the wisdom of 21 centuries of learning about what it is to follow the way of
Jesus.
During Lent, you’ll be invited to use “Living the Way of Love: a 40-day devotional”. This
booklet offers short daily reflections and opportunities to engage one of these seven
practices. They are currently available in the church office for $12 (scholarships available
upon request). Please pick one up in time to begin on Ash Wednesday, March 6!
Lisa

Shrove Tuesday Pancake & Jambalaya Supper
Tuesday, March 5th at 5pm
Join us for our annual evening of food and dancing. We are thrilled to have Mama Dig
Down’s Brass Band returning to provide the wonderful sounds of New Orleans Jazz for your
dancing pleasure!
Ash Wednesday Services
Wednesday, March 6th, 7am, 12 & 7pm
This service begins the Lenten season with the Imposition of Ashes and Holy Eucharist.
Saturday, March 9th at 9am
Lenten Quiet Day
Join us for quiet morning of conversation and prayer. The event will go from 9am until 12pm.
Lenten Intergenerational Event
Sunday, March 10th at 10am
Join us for a fun-filled morning of intergenerational activities focused on the Lenten season.
Morning Prayer
Wednesdays, March 13th—April 17th at 7am
Morning prayer will be held in the chapel each Wednesday during Lent. A light breakfast will
be provided after the service.
Lenten Evensong
Sundays, March 24th, 31st, & April 7th at 4pm
Join us in once again welcoming our special guest music ensemble, Lumina, in a short
evening sung service featuring original choral music by composer and Lumina artistic
director Linda Kachelmeier, along with hymns and prayers, in the Chancel with candles
and incense.
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Upcoming Fundraisers for our International Partnerships
Guatemala Fundraiser
March 9th at Lee’s Liquor Lounge
The annual Guatemala project fundraiser for this year’s mission trip to San Lucas Toliman
is already rocking. Three bands will hit the stage at Lee’s Liquor Lounge on Saturday March
9th. Longtime favorite Trailer Trash featuring our own Nate Dungan and his band will kick
things off at 5pm. Next up - Molly Maher & Her Disbelievers; with Frankie Lee closing the
show. This is a family friendly event with great music, games, and auction items. Show up,
have a blast, and help raise funds to buy materials for this year’s project. Need more info?
See Mary or John Corlett or Heidi Joos.

Last Year’s
Guatemala
Fundraiser

TRIO Recital for Haiti
Sunday, March 17th at 4pm
Soprano Aliese Hoesel, cellist Greg Nelson and pianist Chad Smith will present a program
of chamber music on Sunday afternoon at 4pm in the Sanctuary of St. John’s. Works will
include music of Brahms, Strauss, Previn, and Bernstein. A free-will offering will be taken in
support of our partner school in Haiti. Proceeds will help assure that the teachers at St.
Philippe et St. Jacques are paid for the rest for the rest of the school year. A reception in
the Parish Hall will follow the recital. Childcare will be provided. NOT to be missed!

2019 Vestry
Senior Warden
Kathy Schweikart
(2020)
Junior Warden
Allen Gooch
(2021)

Last Year’s
Trio Recital

2020
Jay Hornbacher
Nigel Mendez
Laura Walvoord

Dec Actual

Dec Budget

YTD Actual

YTD Budget

Pledges

$ 57,081

$ 72,478

$ 517,173

$ 517,955

Unpledged

$

5,015

$

3,500

$

25,330

$

21,500

Bldg Income

$

295

$

6,511

$

78,715

$

78,134

Total Income

$ 64,518

$ 98,075

$ 652,966

$ 664,743

Total Expenses

$ 63,043

$ 55,103

$ 652,966

$ 664,743

$

$

$

Income-Expense $

5,621

42,971

0

0

2021
Beka Gonzalez-Olson
Jane Gilgun
Kaitlin McDonald
2022
Mark Halley
Shanti Mittra
Stacy Walters
Treasurer
Michael Morrow
(2021)
Clerk
Jane Haakenstad

Photo courtesy of Jenny Lindberg

Calendar of Events
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Feb 2019

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

7

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

Vestry Retreat

Vestry Retreat

3

4

5

6

8

9

8:00, 9:00, 11:00am
Holy Eucharist
10:00am Acolyte training
10:10am Educ. Hour
5:00pm Youth Super
Bowl Party
7:00pm Cont. Prayer

6:00pm Bible Study

10:30am Staff Mtg
11:00am Tai Chi Chih
12.15pm Brown Bag
Eucharist
5:45pm Chair Yoga
6:00pm N.M. Dinner
7:30pm Polaris/Alanon

11:00am Yoga
1:00pm Alive &
12:00pm Spirit Group Aware
5:30pm Choir Dinner 7:00pm B&G Mtg
6:00pm Children
Choirs
7:00pm Chime Choir

3:30pm Our
Saviour’s Shelter

8:30am Afford.
Housing workday
10:00am Altar Guild
12:30pm Conv. From
the Heart

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

8:00, 9:00, 11:00am
Holy Eucharist
10:10am Educ. Hour
2:00pm Tubing
6:00pm Pilgrimage Grp
7:00pm Cont. Prayer

6:00pm Bible Study
7:00pm Liturgy
Planning

10:30am Staff Mtg
11:00am Tai Chi Chih
12.15pm Brown Bag
Eucharist
5:45pm Chair Yoga
7:30pm Polaris/Alanon

11:00am Yoga
12:00pm Spirit Group
5:30pm Choir Dinner
6:00pm Children
Choirs
7:00pm Chime Choir

1:00pm Alive &
Aware
7:00pm Circle of
Care

Newsletter deadline

9:00am Justice &
Service Mtg

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

8:00, 9:00, 11:00am
Holy Eucharist
10:10am Educ. Hour
7:00pm Cont. Prayer

President’s Day
12:00pm Lunch
Bunch
6:00pm Bible Study
7:00pm Liturgy
Planning

10:30am Staff Mtg
11:00am Tai Chi Chih
12.15pm Brown Bag
Eucharist
5:45pm Chair Yoga
7:00pm Vestry Mtg
7:30pm Polaris/Alanon

11:00am Yoga
1:00pm Alive &
12:00pm Spirit Group Aware
1:00pm Comm. Mtg
5:30pm Choir Dinner
6:00pm Children &
Youth Choirs
7:00pm Chime Choir

7:00pm Open Mic

6:30pm Dessert &
Silent Auction

24

25

26

27

28

8:00, 9:00, 11:00am
Holy Eucharist
10:00am Silent Auction
10:00am New Member
Inquiry
5:30pm Youth Grp
7:00pm Cont. Prayer

6:00pm Bible Study

10:30am Staff Mtg
11:00am Tai Chi Chih
12.15pm Brown Bag
Eucharist
5:45pm Chair Yoga
6:30pm Finance Mtg
7:30pm Polaris/Alanon

11:00am Yoga
12:00pm Spirit Group
5:30pm Choir Dinner
6:00pm Children &
Youth Choirs
7:00pm Chime Choir

1:00pm Alive &
Aware
7:00pm LH History
Study Group

