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Once every summer, St John’s has its 10:00am service at Lake Harriet’s
Bandshell, just a few blocks away on the northwest shore of Lake Harriet.
This service includes preaching and music, and is a wonderful way to get to
know our Linden Hills neighbors—especially many who never attend church,
but who may be hungry for spiritual community and connection.
Note: There will be no 10:00am service in the St. John’s building that day.

Please bring picnic food and
blankets — the St John’s community
will stay after the service on the
lawns surrounding the bandshell for
a community picnic. St. John’s will
provide drinks.
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From Our Rector

Beloved St. John’s community,

Summer
Schedule
Now through
September 1
8:00am
Eucharist in the
Chapel
10:00am
Eucharist w/music
in the Sanctuary
11:00am
Coffee Hour in the
Parish Hall

I am involved in an academic leadership
program at Luther Seminary for 12 Episcopal
priests across the country. The program
acknowledges that our nation is experiencing
shifting paradigms of religion and rapid
change in almost every aspect of our
common life. So each priest in this program
is identifying and exploring the challenges
these conditions present to our individual
faith communities. From there, we’re seeking
to discern where God’s Spirit is inviting our
communities to more life, purpose and
transformation in the midst of this time of
change. This discernment will pave the
foundation for future visioning work at
St. John’s. Right now, the discernment is
happening in two stages: through an initial
team at St. John’s, and through parish-wide
focus groups which will take place in
September. I ask for your help by
participating in one of these focus groups
(see below).

Way of Jesus / the Christian spiritual path for
their daily lives and ministries? Second: how
can we learn to talk about the intersections
between faith and life with each other in a
way that is helpful and life-giving? To explore
these questions, our team will be conducting
a number of focus groups, intended to reach
every person at St. John’s, during the month
of September. I’d be so grateful if each
person over age 13 in the St. John’s
community would be willing to participate in
one of these groups. Please help us by
sharing your honest thoughts and
experiences with us!

You’ll hear about exact focus group dates
soon, through a variety of St. John’s
communications platforms: the weekly
e-blast, Sunday announcements, on the
website, and in the September newsletter.
Mostly, we hope to get a baseline for where
we are, and what our strengths and hungers
are, so that we are well-positioned to move
The initial St. John’s team has already begun forward following God’s Spirit. We will plan to
share the results with all of you. And of
work to help me identify and address these
challenges. The team includes: myself, Kathy course, if you have any questions about any
Schweikart and Allen Gooch (the senior and of this, please contact me at
lisa@stjohns-mpls.org.
junior wardens), Heidi Joos, Shane Sanders
Marcus, Rie Gilsdorf, Brigitte Parenteau,
Together, we’ll continue to journey forward:
Doug Mensing, Peter & Caron Stebinger,
learning, praying, story-telling, and practicing
Leah Guy and Madison Gies. After several
the Way of Jesus / our faith in a way that
months of work, we’ve identified the
nourishes us and makes a difference in this
following initial questions: first, how well is
world. I am so grateful for all of you!
St. John’s fulfilling its role as a spiritual
incubator that nourishes people in the
Faithfully,
Lisa
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Support Our Partner School in Haiti
From preschool through tenth grade, over 300 students are able to attend the Episcopal
School of St. Philippe et St. Jacques in Gressier, Haiti, because of the generous support of
St. John’s. Since 2007 we have been parish partners, and as the school has grown, our
support has also grown. Our commitment is to pay the teacher salaries, which is currently
$2200 per month for ten months. Because we are able to provide this support, children are
able to attend school for free. Without our support, most of the 300 children at the school
would not be able to attend at all.
All of this support comes from parishioner donations. As in past years, we will start our
fundraising in August and September, as our children and the children in Haiti prepare to
return to school. As you discuss your family budget, please consider including a donation to
St. Philippe et St. Jacques. We will have a table in the gathering space every Sunday from
August 11 through September 29, where we will happily accept your donations. Or, you can
put a check on the offering plate or mail one to the office. Checks should be written to
St. John’s with Haiti Partnership on the memo line.
The students and teachers at St. Philippe et St. Jacques thank you!

Fund the
2019-20 school
year for our
partner parish in
Haiti!
Donate on
Sundays in
Aug. and Sept.
or by mail.
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Pilgrimage Recap
On June 13th, our 20 youth pilgrims and 5 pilgrim adults flew from Minneapolis to Chicago
to Madrid to Santiago and bused to Sarria to start our 2019 Pilgrimage on the Camino de
Santiago. Over the next 6 days, we walked 75 miles to make it to the Cathedral, the
traditional burial place of St. James the apostle. Along the way we learned how to find
ourselves in silence, how to apologize to each other when we were grumpy, and how to
open up our hearts and talk about our spiritual lives.
The 20 youth pilgrims were amazing, taking such deep care of each other along the way,
loving each other by supporting each other physically, emotionally, and spiritually. They
formed an amazing community along the way. Each of the adults (Michael Morrow, Mike
Walters, Stacy Walters, and Stephanie Mendez) played a huge role in taking care of the
pilgrims (and me!) and helping juggle the logistics each day. I’m so proud of all the Pilgrims
and the work that they did – and I am amazed that they are talking about how much they
are looking forward to confirmation in the fall!
If you didn’t follow our pilgrims’ journey on Facebook or Instagram, be sure to go follow
St. John’s to see even more amazing pictures!

Want to hear more
about their
Pilgrimage?
Join them at the
Adult Forum on
Sunday, October 6th!
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Thank you!
A special thanks goes to Steve Schewe, who has faithfully
led St. John’s ministry to Our Saviour’s Shelter for the past
four years. Once every other month, St. John’s folks shop
for, cook, and serve a meal at Our Saviour’s Shelter for up to
40 men and women who have been experiencing
homelessness. Steve is stepping down from this ministry,
and we can’t thank him enough for his faithful devotion and
enthusiasm for it over the years. Another thanks goes to
Caron and Peter Stebinger for graciously taking on the
leadership of this ministry. Please take the time to offer your
personal thanks to Steve for his care, leadership and
generosity over the years.

Our Saviour’s Shelter Meal
Friday, August 9th
Meal Prep - 3:30pm, Deliver & serve - 5:45pm
We will again cook and serve a wonderful
meal at Our Saviour's Shelter. Please take a
moment to see if you might be able to help!
Come to the church at 3:30pm, help prepare
salad, meal, etc. (3-4 people).
OR come to the church at 5:45pm, deliver and
serve the food to the shelter (5-6 people).
Please consider doing a shelter meal and
helping us out. Thank you! If you have
questions, please contact Caron Stebinger.

Affordable Housing Workday
Saturday, August 10th, 8:30am
St. John’s work crews work the second Saturday every
month. The tasks range from demolition, carpentry,
painting, cleaning, and yard work, so there is work
available for every skill level. The typical work day starts
with coffee, juice, fresh fruit and pastries just after
8am. The work starts at 8:30, ends around 3pm, with a
break around noon for lunch. We offer picnic lunch
grilled on site, cold water and sodas, free on-the-job
training, and a great opportunity to get dirty with your
fellow parishioners. Your work means a family will have
a stable, dignified, and affordable home for the coming
school year.
Please contact John Corlett for site work.

Page 5

Page 6

August Newsletter

August Music News
St. John’s Lake Harriet Band Shell Service, Sunday
10am, August 4th
St. John’s 10am Service Choir leads the People’s Song during our annual Lake Harriet
Bandshell Summer Sunday service!
10am Summer Sunday Service Choir continues through…
September 1st
From Sunday, May 26th through Sunday, September 1st, St. John’s 10am Summer Sunday
Service Choir led the People’s song at St. John’s on Sunday morning! Beginning September
8th we return to two main music services (9am and 11am) for 2019-2020 program year.

Some of our summer musicians

For more on
music at St.
John’s contact:
Chad Smith

BIG Thanks & Gratitude in June/July goes to:
 Soprano Aliese Hoesel for her special musical contribution to our 10am Day of
Pentecost service on Sunday, June 9th.
 Musician Richard Long for his special musical contributions to our 10am service on
Sunday, June 23rd.
 St. John’s Musicians Wendy Smith, and Andy Vaaler for their contributions to the
annual ECMN Ordinations event on Tuesday, June 25th at St. Mark’s Cathedral.
 Clarinetist Lisa Perry for her special musical contribution to our 10am Nativity of Saint
John the Baptist service on Sunday, June 30th.
 Clarinetist Shelagh MacLeod for her special musical contribution to our 10am
Independence Day service on Sunday, July 7th.
 Musician Richard Long for his special musical contributions to our 10am service on
Sunday, July 14th.
 Musician Andy Vaaler & Friends for their contribution to our 10am service on Sunday,
July 21st.
 St. John’s 10:00 Summer Service Choir for their faithful service and music leadership
on Sundays in June and July!
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Fond Farewells
I write to share that our deacon, the Rev. Patricia Benson, will conclude her ministry with us
as of August 18th. We have greatly valued Patricia’s ministry with us, including her special
passion for environmental justice and her gifts in contemplative prayer, her presence at the
altar, and her joyful willingness to serve. I personally have greatly appreciated Patricia’s
liturgical presence, flexibility and wisdom as we’ve done ministry together. Patricia lives
close to St. Cloud, and has discerned a call to creative ministry in rural Minnesota closer to
her home. Please join me to honor Patricia during the service and at the 11:00 coffee hour
on the 18th.
Lisa

Summer
Schedule
Now through
September 1
8:00am
Eucharist in the
Chapel
10:00am
Eucharist w/music
in the Sanctuary
11:00am
Coffee Hour in the
Parish Hall

Beloved St. John’s friends,
As many of you know, over the past two years
I’ve been involved in discernment and
formation for the priesthood in ECMN. During
this time, I’ve prayed, conversed, written
many reflection papers, taken courses in the
School For Formation and been made a
Postulant for Holy Orders.
In September I will be leaving St. John’s to
begin a two-year ministry internship at St.
Paul’s Lake of the Isles. This move marks a
significant change in my relationship with St.
John’s. On Sunday August 25th, I’ll officially
say goodbye to the parish.

This community has accepted me, nurtured
me, challenged me, loved me, and walked
with me in healing and sorrow and joy. I can’t
express how grateful I am for thirty years of
relationships in this healthy, vibrant, loving
community. You will always be in my heart. I
hope you will keep me in your prayer as I go
off for this adventure in ministry at St. Paul’s.
With much gratitude and love,
Kate Maxwell
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Children, Youth & Family News
For more on
Children, Youth, &
Families
at St. John’s,
contact:
Shane Sanders
Marcus

I spent a lot of the last year working and talking about “The Way of Love” in Children’s
Chapel, and what each of the different practices meant: Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless, Go,
Rest, and Turn. We even developed a body prayer for the practices to try to lock them into
our minds, bodies, and hearts.
One of my favorite things about the Way of Love is that it gives us a guide and a path for how
we can create more love in the world. We don’t just find it, or expect it, or happen upon it as
a gift. We can create more love in the world using each of these practices. Not only is it
something we can do, but it is part of our calling as Christian people to develop these
practices in our own lives as individuals and as families so that we can help create God’s
love in the world.
So each month in this space I’ll write a short reflection with suggestions for activities to do at
home – alone, or as a family – that can help build our sense of spirituality and develop our
toolbox of spiritual practices. That way, when the deacon dismisses us each week, we have
something to do to live out our Christian calling in the world – by starting in our homes!
Shane Sanders Marcus
Minister for Children, Youth, & Families
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Fall at St. John’s: Mark your Calendars!
Children’s Choirs and Chime Choir resume
September 4
Children’s Choir and Chime Choir programming resumes in September on Wednesday
evenings from 6 until 8pm with a meal available from 5:15 until 6:45pm.
Backpack Blessing
September 8
Bring your backpacks (or suitcases, or briefcases, or laptop bag…) to be blessed during any
of the morning services.
9:00 Service Ensemble resumes
September 8
Open to all singers and/or instrumentalists interested in leading congregational song during
9:00 Sunday morning services. The 9:00 Service Ensemble meets in the Library at 8:15am
on Sundays to prepare music for the 9:00 service.
“Welcome Back!” Potluck
September 8
After a summer of sun, travel, and enjoying being outside, it’s a joyful thing to celebrate
getting back together again to launch the fall program year. Please bring a dish to share
during the 10:00 coffee hour. Cinnamon rolls, eggs, your grandmother’s favorite hotdish or
whatever you like to eat for brunch are all welcome! We’ll gather in the parish hall, eat,
socialize and celebrate one another.
11:00 Service Choir resumes
September 8
Open to all singers interested in leading congregational song during 11:00 Sunday morning
services. The choir meets at 10:15am on Sundays to prepare music for the 11:00 service.
Youth Group begins
September 8
All 6th and 7th graders are welcome to kick off the year with a Pool Party at Lisa
Wiens Heinsohn’s house from 4:00 - 7:30pm.
Lectio Divina
September 9
This group meets weekly from September to May to read scripture, using Lectio Divina
practice of read; meditate; pray; contemplate.
Chair Yoga
September 10
Come breathe, stretch, strengthen and pray with people wanting to stay healthy and active.
Most participants use chairs but we welcome people with their own mats to join us in these
basic yoga poses. We meet at 5:45 – 6:45 pm on Tuesdays in the Parish Hall. Free will
offering.
Spirit Group
September 11
We gather each Wednesday at noon, between September and May, to discuss the spiritual
life, aided by a scripture study, spiritual exercises or a book we read together.
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Fall at St. John’s: Mark your Calendars continued
Conversations from the Heart
September 14
All are welcome to attend! We are an informal group of people who enjoy sharing
conversation and stories about the sacred mysteries of our lives.

Summer
Schedule
Now through
September 1
8:00am
Eucharist in the
Chapel

Sunday School begins
September 15
We meet most Sunday mornings during the school year from 10:10 until 10:50am. Sunday
school is provided for ages 3 (by September 1) up through senior high.
Adult Forum resumes
September 15
Grab a cup of coffee and join us in the Parish Hall during the education hour from 10:10
until 10:50am, to hear one of our engaging speakers.
2021 Pilgrimage Group begins
September 15
Open to all 8th and 9th graders. From 6:00 - 8:00pm in the Parish Hall

10:00am
Eucharist w/music
in the Sanctuary

Lunch Bunch
September 16
For all who are free for lunch on the third Monday of the month, join us! We meet at noon
September through May for a potluck lunch and a variety of programs.

11:00am
Coffee Hour in the
Parish Hall

Confirmation Group begins
September 22
Open to all 10th and 11th graders. They will meet in a classroom to be determined during
the Sunday morning education hour.
Book Club
September 22
The St. John’s Book Club meets one Sunday a month, typically the 3rd Sunday, we choose a
book we’d like to discuss and plan to cover a chapter or two each meeting until we have
finished the book. We are always open to new people.
Open Mic
September 27
A performance/presentation community opportunity taking place in the Parish Hall and
running for one very special hour from 7:00 - 8:00pm. This year the program moves to the
final Friday of the months: September 27, October 25, January 31, February 28, March 27,
April 24, and May 29. All are welcome – on either side of the microphone. Join the fun!
Confirmation (overnight) retreat
Location and specific times have yet to be determined.

September 27-28
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A Request
Parishioner Betty Moe (who was active in the Air Force) has a special concern and
appreciation for those at St. John’s who have served in our armed forces, or those who have
family members who have served (either now or in the past). She is requesting any such
veterans or active duty military members to contact her at Betty Moe so that she can
recognize those who have served.

2019 Vestry
Senior Warden
Kathy Schweikart
(2020)

Financial Statement of Activities - June 2019
Jun Actual

Jun Budget

YTD Actual

YTD Budget

Pledges

$ 34,097

$ 33,721

$ 259,558

$ 246,191

Unpledged

$

823

$

1,833

$

8,003

$

12,750

Bldg Income

$

7,235

$

7,430

$

43,351

$

44,582

Total Income

$ 49,049

$ 50,097

$ 473,255*

$ 416,194

Total Expenses

$ 46,862

$ 52,649

$ 325,770

$ 332,274

$ (2,553)

$ 147,485*

$ 119,750

Income-Expense $

2,188

* Please note that these numbers include additional principal payments for our Wells Fargo loan,
which were paid out of our Keeping Faith Capital Campaign dedicated account. For accounting
purposes that amount is reflected here.

Junior Warden
Allen Gooch
(2021)
2020
Jay Hornbacher
Nigel Mendez
Laura Walvoord
2021
Beka Gonzalez-Olson
Jane Gilgun
Kaitlin McDonald
2022
Mark Halley
Shanti Mittra
Stacy Walters
Treasurer
Michael Morrow
(2021)
Clerk
Jane Haakenstad

Calendar of Events
SUNDAY

MONDAY

Aug 2019

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
1

FRIDAY
2

1:00pm Alive & Aware

4

5

8:00am Eucharist in
Chapel
10:00am Service at
the Bandshell
11:00am Picnic
7:00pm Cont. Prayer

11

12

8 & 10am Eucharist
11:00am Coffee Hr
7:00pm Cont. Prayer

18

19

6

7

8

9

10

1:00pm Alive & Aware 3:30pm Our
7:00pm Milkjam
Saviour’s Meal
Creamery

8:30am Afford.
Housing workday

13

15

17

14

16

10:30am Staff Mtg
11:00am Yoga
7:30pm Polaris/Alanon

1:00pm Alive & Aware Newsletter
Deadline

20

22

21

10:30am Staff Mtg
11:00am Yoga
7:00pm Vestry Mtg
7:30pm Polaris/Alanon

1:00pm Alive & Aware
7:00pm Edina
Creamery

25

27

29

26

3
7:00pm Recital

10:30am Staff Mtg
11:00am Yoga
6:30pm Adult Forum
Planning Mtg
7:30pm Polaris/Alanon

8 & 10am Eucharist 5:00pm Steward. Mtg
11:00am Farewell
Coffee Hr for our
Deacon
7:00pm Cont. Prayer

8 & 10am Eucharist
11:00am Coffee Hr
11:30am Liturgy
Planning
7:00pm Cont. Prayer

SATURDAY

28

1:30pm Staff Mtg
11:00am Yoga
6:30pm Finance Mtg
7:30pm Polaris/Alanon

1:00pm Alive & Aware

23

24

30

31

