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Backpack Blessing   

Our Program Year starts off on September 8th, 

with our return to services at 9:00am and 

11:00am. While most schools start on the 4th, 

this is our first Sunday of the school year all back 

together. During both services, we will ask all 

children AND all adults to bring a symbol of their 

work to the front of the sanctuary to be blessed. 

We will also give out Way of Love cards to attach 

to our backpacks (and briefcases or computers 

or….) to remind us to walk the Way of Love during 

the week!   

 

“Welcome Back!” Potluck   

After a summer of sun, travel, and enjoying being 

outside, it’s a joyful thing to celebrate getting back 

together again to launch the fall program year. 

Please bring a dish to share during the 10:00 

coffee hour. Cinnamon rolls, eggs, your 

grandmother’s favorite hotdish or whatever you 

like to eat for brunch are all welcome! We’ll gather 

in the parish hall, eat, socialize and celebrate one 

another.  

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love
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From Our Rector 

Beloved St. John’s Community, 
 

Over the course of the past year, you’ve 

probably heard clergy and staff refer to 

something called the “Way of Love” that has 

seven practices. What, might you ask, are we 

talking about? The Way of Love is how the 

national Episcopal Church is describing 

garden-variety Christian faith. It isn’t a 

program, a theme or a mission statement: it 

is a way of life. Instead of seeing faith as 

primarily about doctrine or religious social 

community, we’re being invited to engage 

faith primarily through spiritual practices. As I 

said in my sermon on August 18, the journey 

of faith—and the spiritual practices that make 

up the journey—have a specific destination, 

which is the Beloved Community, the healing 

and restoration of all that exists. These 

practices exist to help us make that journey. 

Our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has 

invited all Episcopalians to begin to explore 

these practices individually and as faith 

communities.  
 

Perhaps some of you are already familiar 

with spiritual practices like meditation, vision 

quest or service. These help us align our 

intentions and the way we live with God’s 

dreams for this world. This fall, we at  

St. John’s are going to focus on the Way of 

Love practices: Turn, Learn, Pray, Worship, 

Bless, Go, Rest. Right now, these practices of 

the “Way of Love” might just be flat, 

somewhat contrived words on a page. But 

what if we took them and really made them 

our own? 
 

We’re planning to explore them through 

sermons and the new Way of Love at  

St. John’s page on our website. St. John’s 

parishioners will be writing their own blog 

posts about how they are engaging these 

practices. We’ll discuss them through lively 

conversations during Sunday morning adult 

forums. Our former Rector Mariann Edgar 

Budde, who is now the Bishop of the 

Episcopal Diocese of Washington D.C., has 

just written a book on these practices called 

Receiving Jesus: The Way of Love—and she 

will be visiting us here at St. John’s on 

Monday, September 16th to discuss this 

book and Way of Love with us! (See page 4 

for more info). Shane Sanders Marcus is also 

offering suggestions for how to practice the 

Way of Love at Home, individually or as a 

family. 
 

As we all wrestle with what it means to be a 

person of faith in the 21st century, I hope 

that these practices—and the Holy Spirit at 

work through them—can help us encounter 

God with all that we actually are, nourish us 

personally, and give us the integrity and 

character to walk in love through the world. 

At every time in our common life, especially 

in polarizing times like this, God calls us to 

be part of healing and restoring the world. 

Let us walk the Way of Love together, with 

God’s help. 

  

Faithfully,  

Lisa 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love
http://stjohns-mpls.org/worship/sermons/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love
http://stjohns-mpls.org/wayoflove/
http://stjohns-mpls.org/wayoflove/
mailto:lisa@stjohns-mpls.org
http://stjohns-mpls.org/wayoflove/
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Support Our Partner School in Haiti  

What do these three young men have in common? They are all former students at our 

partner school, St Philippe et St Jacques. The school has a reputation for academic 

excellence - almost every student has passed the compulsory government exams after sixth 

and ninth grade. Because of our financial support, students are able to complete up to tenth 

grade without paying any tuition, enabling their parents to use their meager resources for 

food and other necessities. 

Fund the    

2019-20 school 

year for our 

partner parish in 

Haiti! 

Donate on 

Sundays in   

Aug. and Sept. 

or by mail. 

Michel Elissaint,  

Principal and teacher at 

St Philippe et St Jacques  

Harry Laborde,  

teacher at St Philippe et  

St Jacques, and musician  

at the church  

Rev Joseph Laborde, 

Episcopal priest  

And what will these children become? With our help, the possibilities are endless. Please 

be generous in supporting our partner school. All our donations are used to pay teacher 

salaries. Make a difference in the lives of these children today!   
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Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde at St. John’s 

Conversation and Book Signing with Bishop Mariann Edgar Budde 

Monday, September 16th, 6:30pm  
 

St. John’s former Rector, the Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Washington D.C., will be at St. John’s to speak about her new book Receiving Jesus: The 

Way of Love. In her book, she describes how we can experience a “loving, personal 

relationship with God” through the seven practices of Christian faith. Join us at 6:30pm in 

the sanctuary to hear her speak, then in the Parish Hall for a light reception and the 

opportunity to purchase the book. 

So often we think of the Christian faith as an obligation or as a set of beliefs that we must 

hold. With this outlook, we can lose sight of what is most important: the invitation to 

experience a loving, personal relationship with God. It's a relationship we can trust, where 

we can find refuge and solid ground upon which to stand. 
 

The Way of Love set forth by the Episcopal Church's Presiding Bishop Michael Curry is the 

journey of a lifetime. It's a way of knowing God, receiving and sharing Jesus' love, and being 

a blessing to the world. In her new book, Mariann Edgar Budde shares her thoughts on how 

the reader can come to know—to receive—Jesus more deeply in practicing the Way of Love. 

Through the seven practices that have been put before us: to turn, to learn, to pray and to 

worship, to bless, to go, and to rest, she will share biblical stories, wisdom from the Christian 

tradition, and her own personal stories of spiritual growth. 
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Adult Forums 

What spiritual practices do you wish you had?  

Sunday, September 15th  Charles Taliaferro 

All of us have habits—some fulfilling for ourselves and others, while some of our habits are 

depleting, even self-defeating. Some of our habits are intentional and some mere routines 

we have not chosen but merely picked up from family, work, school, or culture. For two 

thousand years, many Christians have followed the older Hebrew/Jewish practice of 

intentional living, living that is not merely habitual but upheld by a spirituality of love. Let us 

explore ways in which intentional living in light of God's sacred and life-giving love can make 

room for times of healing, growth, reconciliation, learning, and joy.  

 

From whom do we learn? (To whom do we listen)? 

Sunday, September 22nd Jay Hornbacher 

"Reflect on Scripture each day, especially on Jesus' life and teachings." But really - why? 

Learning is about listening, not just hearing. What about faith, scripture and Jesus' life is 

truly worth learning? We'll explore the relationship between learning and change; learning to 

gain knowledge vs. learning to gain wisdom.   

 

Adult Forum Guest Speaker 

Sunday, September 29th  Don Samuels 

Don Samuels is an ordained minister who is a long-time North Minneapolis resident, activist, 

politician and entrepreneur. He co-founded the PEACE foundation, which became the 

Northside Achievement Zone (NAZ), an organization providing wraparound support for 

students from preschool through high school to disrupt generational poverty through 

education. He will speak about the relationship between faith and his work, and current 

issues in North Minneapolis. 

 

Pilgrim Presentation 

Sunday, October 6th  2019 Pilgrims 

Come hear our 8th and 9th graders share about their experience walking the Camino Del 

Santiago this past June--how their sense of God, themselves and each other was shaped by 

this pilgrimage. 

What helps us grow and be nourished spiritually? How do we connect the dots between 

Sunday morning and daily life? Come to the Adult Forum to discuss the Way of Love spiritual 

practices, and learn more about St. John’s and our neighbors. 

Guest Preacher: Don Samuels  

Sunday, September 29th at all morning services and Adult Forum 

Don Samuels is an ordained minister who is a long-time North 

Minneapolis resident, activist, politician and entrepreneur. He co-

founded the PEACE foundation, which became the Northside 

Achievement Zone (NAZ), an organization providing wraparound 

support for students from preschool through high school to 

disrupt generational poverty through education. He will speak 

about the relationship between faith and his work, and current 

issues in North Minneapolis. 
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Focus Groups 

As part of the work Lisa is doing through Luther Seminary’s Episcopal Leadership cohort, 

she wants to hear from every one of you about what God is up to at St. John’s. If St. John’s is 

a spiritual incubator that nourishes us for ministry in our daily lives and in the world, how 

well are we doing that? Your voice matters! To find out what your experience is, we’ve set up 

fourteen focus groups through the month of September, facilitated by St. John’s lay leaders 

to ensure maximum comfort with authentic sharing. Most of them relate to specific subsets 

of our community, and two of them are for anyone (if you can’t make the ones that relate to 

you). It would help Lisa immeasurably for you to make the time to attend one of these one 

hour long groups, as she continues to learn how best to serve you, and as we discern the 

movement of God’s Spirit among us. Please review the dates below and save the one that 

works best for you!    

 

It would be helpful for you to RSVP to Rachel Svihel, but please know that even if you don’t 

RSVP you are absolutely welcome to show up anyway.  

 

 

 

Monday, August 26th, 6:30-7:30pm  Justice & Service Focus Group 

 

Thursday, September 12th, 6:30-7:30pm  Empty Nester’s Focus Group 

 

Thursday, September 12th, 6:30-7:30pm  Open Focus Group 

 

Sunday, September 15th, 10:00-11:00am  Newer to St. John’s Focus Group 

 

Monday, September 16th, 12:00-1:00pm  Lunch Bunch/Elders Focus Group 

 

Tuesday, September 17th, 7:00-8:00pm  Vestry members Focus Group 

 

Wednesday, September 18th, 6:30-7:30pm Justice & Service Focus Group 

 

Thursday, September 19th, 6:30-7:30pm  College & Young Adults Focus Group 

 

Thursday, September 19th, 6:30-7:30pm  Liturgy & Music Ministries Focus Group 

 

Sunday, September 22nd, 6:00-7:00pm  Youth (ages 13-18) Focus Group 

 

Sunday, September 22nd, 6:00-7:00pm  Parents of Youth Focus Group 

 

Monday, September 23rd, 5:30-6:30pm  Open Focus Group 

 

Monday, September 23rd, 7:15-8:15pm  Small Groups Focus Group 

 

Wednesday, September 25th, 6:00-7:00pm Wednesday Community Focus Group 

mailto:rachel@stjohns-mpls.org
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Small Groups 

Lectio Divina       Monday, September 9th, 6:30pm in the Library 

In Lectio Divina, we join in a circle to read and contemplate a Gospel passage. We invite the 

spirit to awaken within each of us through the living word, reflect on the way of Jesus and 

deepen our connection to God.  In this heart-centered practice, we read the passage three 

times fostering deeper reflection with each round. The Gospel is usually the one for the 

upcoming Sunday, which allows our relationship with the word to grow over the course of 

the week. Contact Elise Sanders with questions. 

 

Chair Yoga           Tuesday, September 10th, 5:45pm in the Parish Hall 

Come breathe, stretch, strengthen and pray with people wanting to stay healthy and active. 

Most participants use chairs, but we welcome people with their own mats to join us in these 

basic yoga poses. We meet at 5:45 – 6:45 pm on Tuesdays in the Parish Hall. Freewill 

offering. Contact Mary Corlett with questions. 

 

Spirit Group          Wednesday, September 11th, 12:00pm in the Library 

We gather each Wednesday at noon, between September and May, to discuss the spiritual 

life, aided by a scripture study, spiritual exercises or a book we read together. Contact Ginny 

Jacobson with questions. 

 

Conversations from the Heart            Saturday, September 14th, 12:00pm in the Library 

"The ability to ask beautiful questions, often in very unbeautiful moments, is one of the 

greatest disciplines of a human life. And a beautiful question starts to shape your identity as 

much by asking it, as it does by having it answered…” This excerpt from a conversation 

between poet David Whyte and Krista Tippet will be our jumping off point for September's 

Conversations from the Heart. All are welcome! Contact Nancy Herbst with questions. 

 

Lunch Bunch         Monday, September 16th, 12:00pm in the Parish Hall 

Lisa wants to hear from every one of you about what God is up to here. If St. John’s is a 

spiritual incubator that nourishes us for ministry in our daily lives and in the world, how well 

are we doing that? So, the first Lunch Bunch meeting of the year will act as your Focus 

Group (see pg. 4 for more info). If this is your regular community, please make sure to join 

us! Contact Barb Risken with general questions about Lunch Bunch. 

 

Book Club     Sunday, September 22nd, 7:00pm in the Library 

The St. John’s Book Club meets one Sunday a month, typically the 3rd Sunday. We choose a 

book we’d like to discuss and plan to cover a chapter or two each meeting until we have 

finished the book. We are always open to new people. Contact Vicki Madsen with questions. 

Brown Bag Eucharist Resumes 

Tuesday, September 10th, 12:15pm in the Chapel 

We offer a weekly Eucharist in which you are invited to bring 

your lunch -- at 12:15pm every Tuesday in the Chapel. During 

this service, during the liturgy of the Word, we eat our lunches, 

have a lively conversation about scripture, offer our prayers 

verbally to God, and then continue with the liturgy of the table. 

We conclude by 12:50 so people can get back to work. 

mailto:elmsanders@gmail.com
mailto:mcorlett@comcast.net
mailto:gellenj10@yahoo.com
mailto:gellenj10@yahoo.com
mailto:nkherbst25@gmail.com
mailto:barb.risken@gmail.com
mailto:victoriamadsen@me.com


Page 8 September Newsletter 

September Music News 

For more on 

music at St. 

John’s contact:      

Chad Smith  

10am Summer Sunday Service Choir continues through…     September 1st  

From Sunday, May 26th through Sunday, September 1st, St. John’s 10am Summer Sunday 

Service Choir led the People’s song at St. John’s on Sunday morning!  I am just SO grateful 

for the faithful support of this vital ministry of singing together! Beginning September 8th, we 

return to two main music services (9am and 11am) for 2019-2020 program year.     

 

Children’s Choirs and Chime Choir resumes for the 2019-2020 Season  September 4th  

Children’s Choir and Chime Choir programming resumes in September on Wednesday 

evenings from 6 until 8 pm with a community meal served from 5:15 until 6:45 pm.  Pre-

School & Kindergarten practice from 6:00 – 6:20 pm. 1st through 3rd Grade practice from 

6:20 – 6:55 pm. Chime Choir (4th graders and up) practices from 7:00 – 8:00pm.    

 

9am Service Ensemble resumes for the 2019-2020 Season            September 8th    

Open to all singers and instrumentalists interested in leading congregational song during our 

9am Sunday morning service. The 9am Service Ensemble meets in the Library from 8:15 am 

on Sundays to prepare music for the 9am service. 

 

11am Service Choir resumes for the 2019-2020 Season             September 8th    

Open to all singers interested in leading congregational song during our 11am Sunday 

morning service. The choir meets from 10:15 am on Sundays to prepare music for the 11am 

service. 

 

The RIVER CITY Quartet sings Sunday              September 8th    

St. John’s own Boo Bremner brings her friend John Choinard and his Barbershop Quartet to 

sing during 9am and 11am services. 

 

Children’s Choirs sing (9am), Chime Choir plays (11am) Sunday             September 22nd 

   

SPECIAL WEDNESDAY COMMUNITY ADULT FOCUS GROUP                September 25th    

Adults gather for focused conversation in the Sanctuary from 6pm until 7pm. Combined 

PreK through 3rd Grade Children’s Choirs practice in the Library from 6pm until 6:20, later 

moving into an organized activity in the Parish Hall until 7pm. Regular Wednesday Choir 

meal is available from 5:15pm until 6:45pm. 

 

NEXT St. John’s Open Mic                                                                           7pm, September 27th    

Beginning it’s EIGHTH Season – St. John’s Open Mic is a performance/presentation 

community opportunity taking place in the Parish Hall and running for one very special hour. 

The program moves to the final Friday of the months: September 27, October 25, January 

31, February 28, March 27, April 24, and May 29. All are welcome – on either side of the 

microphone. Join the fun! Childcare can be provided with advance notice. For more info and 

to get on the program, contact Chad. 

  

Chime Choir plays (9am) & Children’s Choirs sing (11am) Sunday                  September 29th 

mailto:chad@stjohns-mpls.org
mailto:chad@stjohns-mpls.org
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BIG Thanks & Gratitude in August goes to:   

 Musician Andy Vaaler for his special musical contribution to our 10am service on 

Sunday, August 18th. 

 St. John’s 10:00 Summer Service Choir for their faithful service and music leadership on 

Sundays in August! 

Summer Service Choir at the Bandshell 

Andy Vaaler & Chad Smith 
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Sunday, September 15th, 12pm - 1pm OR Saturday, September 21st, 11am-12pm 
 

Do you have a desire to serve at the altar? Being an acolyte is a wonderful way to 

participate in the depth of the Episcopal Eucharist each Sunday morning. St. John’s is 

opening the acolyte ministry to all ages, and is hoping to create different teams of 

adults, youth and children to work together and serve at the altar.  

  

For those who are curious and have questions, to those who are already on the roster, 

please come to one of the trainings, either Sunday, September 15th, Noon to 1:00pm 

OR Saturday, September 21st, 11:00 -12:00pm in the Chapel. If you have any questions, 

please contact Courtney Hammond. 

Acolyte Training for All ages 

 

On the Way of Love, we learn. Bishop Curry talks about this as “reflecting on Scripture every 

day, especially Jesus’ life and teaching.”  

  

Really? Scripture every day? Even to me, that sounds a little overwhelming. I suspect that 

lots of us – the Marcus family included – don’t read the Bible at home very frequently, if at 

all. 

  

The first step might be to find a good Children’s Bible. My favorite is “The Jesus Storybook 

Bible” by Sally Lloyd Jones, with beautiful illustrations by the artist Jago. 

  

Another step might be another practice: to pray The Lord’s Prayer at family meals. Finding a 

rhythm of saying the words Jesus taught us at home, with a chance to ask about them and 

reflect on them daily in a non-pressured way can help us all – parents, children, partners, 

adults – learn about ourselves and how we can follow the way of Jesus, and let God’s 

kingdom show up in our own lives.  

 

Shane Sanders Marcus 

Minister for Children, Youth, & Families 

mailto:ckmhammond@gmail.com
mailto:shane@stjohns-mpls.org
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Children, Youth & Family News 

For more on 

Children, Youth, & 

Families  

at St. John’s, 

contact:      

Shane Sanders 

Marcus 

Backpack Blessing (see page 1 for details)     September 8th 

 

Sunday School 

Sunday School is back on September 15th! Our weekly formation extends from pre-K to 

11th Grade confirmation, and meets most Sundays from 10:10-10:50 between services. 

Godly Play is for ages 3- Pre-K; K-2nd meet together; 3rd-5th have their own class; then 

there are separate classes for 6th-7th graders, 8th-9th graders, and our post-Pilgrims will be 

in Confirmation. Sunday School is where all the kids of St. John’s get a chance to connect 

with other kids their own age, form community, and learn the basics about our scriptures, 

our faith, and how to live as Episcopalians in the world. 
 

This fall, our Sunday School program will align with Children’s Chapel and our Sermon and 

Adult Forum series as we explore the practices of the Way of Love. Teachers will work with 

children to explore each of the practices in an age appropriate way, talk about the different 

stories about Jesus, and check in with each child about how they did use a Way of Love 

practice last week, and how they can use a new one in the week upcoming – which is how 

they, along with each of us and our families, can build our own rules of life!  

 

Youth Group 

St. John’s Youth Group is open to all students entering 6th-7th grades starting the 2019 

school year. Youth Group attempts to balance fun activities out in the community with 

learning about our Episcopal identity and spirituality. This year, our focus will be on our 

Baptismal Covenant, and how we can learn from and live our Baptismal promises in the 

world. This year’s youth group co-leader is Kaitlin McDonald. 
 

Youth Group kicks off with a pool party and dinner at Lisa’s house (5914 Churchill St, 

Shoreview, 55126) from 4-7pm on September 8th. Parents are encouraged to attend and 

hang out as well as their kids! Shane will talk to parents from 5:30-6pm about why we do 

Youth Group and what our schedule for the year will be! 
 

Youth Group will also meet from 6-8pm at St. John’s on September 22nd. 

 

Pilgrimage 

St. John’s youth are welcome to join our Pilgrimage group when they are rising 8th and 9th 

graders. The Pilgrims will spend the fall of 2019 doing group discernment around their 

individual and our corporate values to determine where in the world we want to go – and 

why. Rachel Gagliardi is our first committed Pilgrim Adult! 
 

The Pilgrim group kicks off with an all-students and all-parents meeting from 6-8pm in the 

Parish Hall on September 15th. We’ll go over the shape of past Pilgrimages, talk about 

Pilgrimage cost and fundraising, look at the calendar of events for Pilgrimage, and do a 

values mapping activity to start to think about who we are as St. John’s and who we want to 

be. 

 

Confirmation 

Confirmation is about taking the first step into a lifetime of faith as a young adult. 

Confirmation is designed to be the continuation of the Pilgrimage group, although any youth 

rising 10th-12th grade are welcome to join and attend! Confirmation is designed to look at 

three different areas: Spirituality/Theology, Community, and Justice in the World. All of our 

recent Pilgrim Adults – Stephanie Mendez, Michael Morrow, and Mike & Stacy Walters will 

be supporting our youth through Confirmation. 
 

Confirmation begins with a meeting from 10-11am on Sunday, September 22nd. We’ll 

mostly go over the Confirmation calendar for the year and brainstorm around the “flexible” 

areas of our curriculum for the year – what our Confirmands (and parents) hope to focus on 

over the course of the year. 
 

Our first big event will be an overnight Confirmation retreat – from 7pm Friday, September 

27th to Saturday, September 28th. This will give us time to share our Pilgrimage memories, 

reconnect with each other, and lay the foundation of our collective values, questions, and 

commitments for the rest of the year. 

mailto:shane@stjohns-mpls.org
mailto:shane@stjohns-mpls.org
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September is the beginning of many things—

including anticipating our stewardship 

campaign in October.  As we move into this fall 

season of transitions and beginnings, I (Kay 

Kramer, Co-Chair of the Stewardship 

Committee) wanted to set the stage for why we 

have this conversation about stewardship: the 

use of our time, talents and resources. 

Although stewardship is much more than 

money, and you’ll hear more next month about 

where St. John’s intends to focus its energies 

and mission next year, money is the area I 

want to highlight now.  As a financial planner 

for over 30 years, I’ve been privy to many 

conversations about how people feel about 

money, how they manage money, what they do 

with money and how they give their money 

away.  For most people, talking about money 

remains a tough and taboo subject.  For me, 

talking about money is one way to help people 

gain more clarity about their values and what 

is important in their lives.  How we allocate our 

dollars is a reflection of our priorities, values 

and what inspires us.   
 

For everyone reading this newsletter, the 

existence of St. John’s is important—perhaps 

even critical to their lives.  And for St. John’s to 

continue to provide everything, money is 

needed.  Our community is generous in all of 

the outreach we do and most of those funds 

are in dedicated accounts, accounts for a 

specific purpose—such as Haiti, Guatemala, 

Pilgrimage, Centennial fund. Our operating 

budget is what runs the parish.  Pledges and 

plate offerings account for 89% of our income 

with the daycare income accounting for most 

of the rest.   
 

We have no endowment fund so each year our 

budget depends on giving.  Each year, we ask 

and depend on everyone making a financial 

pledge.  Each year, our beloved staff worries 

about whether there will be enough money 

pledged to continue their positions, continue 

their ministries.  Each year, the finance 

committee works on different scenarios 

depending on how the pledges come in.  As a 

finance committee member for many years, 

I’m so familiar with the hard conversations that 

occur every year, the trade-offs that often are 

made between salaries and programs and 

outreach and the building. It’s easy to take St. 

John’s for granted, so I wanted to help 

everyone understand how the money actually 

works.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is roughly where the money goes: 
 

Compensation & Benefits  62% 

Diocesan Pledge (required support of ECMN)  

    13% 

Buildings & Grounds  11% 

Music, Youth, Community  7% 

General Administration  4% 

Outreach    2% 
 

But that’s not the whole story.  If we include all 

of the outreach and special project giving that 

occurs through the dedicated accounts, the 

breakdown looks like this: 
 

Rector and Administration   33% 

Music (includes staff)  18% 

Buildings & grounds and sexton 13% 

Youth and children (includes staff and 

pilgrimage)   12% 

Diocesan pledge   12% 

International ministries  6% 

Outreach - local   3% 

Spiritual life/community life  2% 
 

Here’s our challenge - we need to increase our 

budget to be able to pay more competitive and 

fair wages to our hardworking talented staff.  

We want to increase our budget to be able to 

do more outreach.  We want to increase our 

budget to be able to consider additional 

creative programming.  We need additional 

funds for the building to cover the unexpected 

costs that relate to our value of hospitality, 

welcome and good stewardship of our existing 

resources.  For example, our beautiful red front 

doors which symbolize amnesty were falling off 

the hinges and required specialized carpenters 

to fix.  A valve in our boiler failed, which meant 

that the daycare could no longer modulate 

heat in the infant room - also something that 

had to be fixed right away.  
 

St. John’s has a long history of transparency in 

our finances.  Our financial statements are 

posted on the bulletin board each month.  

There are no secrets or mysteries on how the 

money works, unlike some other places.   
 

Please continue your generosity to this place 

we all love! You can do so by prayerfully 

considering how much you will pledge for 

2020, and you are invited to join the whole 

community to make your pledge on 

Consecration Sunday, October 27, 2019. 
 

 

 

Kay Kramer 

Dick Howard 

Your 2019 Stewardship Campaign Co-Chairs 

Stewardship 
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First Nations Kitchen 

Sunday, September 8th, 1:30pm 

First Nations Kitchen, located at All Saints’ 

Indian Mission at 31st & Longfellow, serves a 

weekly Sunday night supper for the 

neighborhood. The goal is to serve healthy, 

organic, traditional, indigenous food in a 

welcoming, family environment. St. John's has 

responsibility for the 2nd Sunday of alternate 

months.   

 

We will prepare food, pick up bread, set 

tables, serve and clean up. Food is served 

from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. You must be 14 or 

older to work at FNK. Signup in the Gathering 

Space on Sundays. 

 

For more information about this opportunity, 

contact JoAnn Blatchley or 952-922-0308. 

 

For more information about the ministry at All 

Saints’ Indian Mission, check out their 

website. 

Affordable Housing Workday 

Saturday, September 14th, 8:30am 

St. John’s work crews work the second Saturday every 

month. The tasks range from demolition, carpentry, 

painting, cleaning, and yard work, so there is work 

available for every skill level. The typical work day starts 

with coffee, juice, fresh fruit and pastries just after 

8am. The work starts at 8:30, ends around 3pm, with a 

break around noon for lunch. We offer lunch on site, 

cold water and sodas, free on-the-job training, and a 

great opportunity to get dirty with your fellow 

parishioners. Your work means a family will have a 

stable, dignified, and affordable home.  
  

Please contact John Corlett for site work. 

mailto:jab229@gmail.com
http://firstnationskitchen.org/
mailto:jrcorlett@comcast.net
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Hospice Volunteer Needed: 

Park Nicollet/Methodist has need of volunteers for their hospice team.  If you would like to 

explore this rewarding opportunity, which has very flexible scheduling, please contact Ginny 

Jacobson (three+ year volunteer), for details. 

Our Partners 

Support Northside Achievement Zone (NAZ) at the One Future Luncheon, September 24 

This year’s One Future luncheon is on September 24, from noon to 1 p.m. at The Depot in 

downtown Minneapolis. Susan Tapp is hosting a St. John’s table at the luncheon, and would 

love to have you join her for this free one-hour celebration of the positive change that is 

transforming North Minneapolis. You will be asked to consider making a contribution; but as 

much as anything we want people to come and find out how NAZ and their organizational 

partners are making a difference in the lives of children, families, and the community. 

The keynote speaker this year is Geoffrey Canada. Mr. Canada is the founder and Board 

President of The Harlem Children’s Zone (HCZ). Mr. Canada has been featured in film and on 

national television and radio as the preeminent expert in creating systems to eradicate the 

opportunity gap in education. 
 

When people ask Geoffrey Canada to name a place that's replicating his work and doing it 

with quality and measurable results - he talks about the Northside Achievement Zone! NAZ 

parents and scholars will talk about their contributions to innovation on the Northside as 

they build a culture of achievement with the collaborative. 
 

Contact Susan Tapp by email or at 612-920-2865, if you would like to register for the 

luncheon. 

mailto:gellenj10@yahoo.com
mailto:gellenj10@yahoo.com
mailto:susantapp@earthlink.net
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From the Office 

 

We have set up a new online way for you to make a gift towards 

Sunday flowers in memory of, in thanksgiving for, in celebration 

of or in honor of a person or event. Please take a look and let us 

know what you think! If you have suggestions for improvements 

to this, please contact Rachel in the office. 

 

 

Volunteers needed! 

Are you free at all on Fridays during our office hours (8:30am-4:30pm)? Would you be willing 

to help stuff our Sunday bulletins for an hour once a month?  If so, please contact Rachel in 

the office by email or at 612-922-0396. 

2019 Vestry 

 
Senior Warden 

Kathy Schweikart 

(2020) 

 

Junior Warden 

Allen Gooch 

(2021) 

 

2020 

Jay Hornbacher 

Nigel Mendez 

Laura Walvoord 

 

2021 

Beka Gonzalez-Olson 

Jane Gilgun 

Kaitlin McDonald 

 

2022 

Mark Halley 

Shanti Mittra 

Stacy Walters 

 

Treasurer 

Michael Morrow 

(2021) 

 

Clerk 

Jane Haakenstad 

  Jul Actual Jul Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget 

Pledges  $  41,658 $   33,378 $ 301,216 $ 279,929  

Unpledged $     1,069 $     1,833  $      9,072 $    14,583 

Bldg Income $    7,044 $     7,430 $    50,395 $    52,012 

 

Total Income $  56,639 $   50,114 $ 529,894* $ 466,307 

Total Expenses $  53,154 $   55,374 $ 378,923 $ 387,648 

Income-Expense $    3,485 $   (5,261) $ 150,971* $   78,659 

Financial Statement of Activities - July 2019 

* Please note that these numbers include additional principal payments for our Wells Fargo loan, 

which were paid out of our Keeping Faith Capital Campaign dedicated account. For accounting 

purposes that amount is reflected here. 

 

The Vestry is the governing board of St. John's. The vestry oversees the “business” side of 

church life, but it is also a spiritual body that, together with the Rector, supports the 

congregation to discern where God’s Spirit is leading us and how we can follow and support 

that leading. The vestry consists of two Wardens along with nine other lay members, and is 

presided over by the Rector. Three new Vestry members will be elected for three-year terms 

at the annual meeting to be held in January of 2020. 
 

If you have interest in being considered for Vestry nomination and are a pledging member, if 

you want to recommend someone for consideration, or if you would just like to learn more, 

please contact Lisa Wiens Heinsohn, Rector or Allen Gooch, Junior Warden. 

http://stjohns-mpls.org/altarflowers/
mailto:rachel@stjohns-mpls.org
mailto:rachel@stjohns-mpls.org
mailto:lisa@stjohns-mpls.org
mailto:gooch002@umn.edu


Calendar of Events Sept 2019 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 

8 & 10am Eucharist  
7:00pm Cont. Prayer 

2 

LABOR DAY 
Office closed 

3 

10:30am  Staff Mtg 
7:30pm Polaris/Alanon 

4 

11:00am Yoga 
5:15pm Choir Dinner 
6:00pm Children 
Choirs 
7:00pm Chime Choir 

5 

1:00pm Alive & Aware 

6 

 

7 

8 

Backpack Blessings 
8:00, 9:00, 11:00am 
Holy Eucharist 
10:00am Welcome 
Back Potluck 
11:00am Cent. Fund 
1:30pm FNK 
4:00pm Youth Group 
7:00pm Cont. Prayer 

9 

6:30pm Lectio Divina 

10 

10:30am  Staff Mtg 
11:00am Tai Chi Chih 
12:15pm Brown Bag 
Eucharist 
5:45pm Chair Yoga 
7:30pm Polaris/Alanon 

11 

11:00am Yoga 
5:15pm Choir Dinner 
6:00pm Children 
Choirs 
7:00pm Chime Choir 

12 

1:00pm Alive & Aware 
6:30pm Empty 
Nester’s Focus Grp 
6:30pm Open Focus 
Grp 
 
 

13 

ECMN Convention 

14 

ECMN Convention 
8:30am Afford. 
Housing workday 
12:30pm Conv. 
From the Heart 
 

15 

8:00, 9:00, 11:00am 
Holy Eucharist 
10:00am Newer folks 
Focus Grp 
10:10am Educ. Hour 
12:00pm Acolyte 
training 
6:00pm Pilgrim Grp 
7:00pm Cont. Prayer 

16 

12:00pm Lunch Bunch 
(Focus Grp) 
6:30pm Lectio Divina 
6:30pm Conversation 
& Book signing 

17 

10:30am  Staff Mtg 
11:00am Tai Chi Chih 
12:15pm Brown Bag 
Eucharist 
5:45pm Chair Yoga 
7:00pm Vestry Mtg 
(Focus Grp) 
7:30pm Polaris/Alanon 

18 

11:00am Yoga 
5:15pm Choir Dinner 
6:00pm Children 
Choirs 
6:30pm Justice & 
Service Focus Grp 
7:00pm Chime Choir 

19 

1:00pm Alive & Aware 
6:30pm Young Adults 
Focus Grp 
6:30pm Liturgy & 
Music Focus Grp 
7:00pm Community of 
Hope Mtg 
 

20 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

21 

9:30am Justice & 
Service Mtg 
11:00am Acolyte 
training 

22 

8:00, 9:00, 11:00am 
Holy Eucharist 
10:10am Educ. Hour 
6:00pm Youth Grp 
6:00pm Parents of 
Youth Focus Grp 
7:00pm Book Grp 
7:00pm Cont. Prayer 

23 

5:30pm Open Focus 
Grp 
6:30pm Lectio Divina 
7:15pm Small Groups 
Focus Grp 

24 

10:30am  Staff Mtg 
11:00am Tai Chi Chih 
12:15pm Brown Bag 
Eucharist 
5:45pm Chair Yoga 
6:30pm Finance Mtg  
7:30pm Polaris/Alanon 

25 

11:00am Yoga 
5:15pm Choir Dinner 
6:00pm Children 
Choirs 
6:00pm Wed. night 
Com. Focus Grp 
7:00pm Chime Choir 
7:00pm Liturgy Mtg 
 

26 

1:00pm Alive & Aware 
 

27 

Confirmation 
Retreat 
7:00pm Open Mic 

28 

Confirmation 
Retreat 

29 

8:00, 9:00, 11:00am 
Holy Eucharist 
10:10am Educ. Hour 
12:30pm Inquirer’s 
Class 
7:00pm Cont. Prayer 
 

30 

 

     


