
How we will minimize risk during St. John’s October 4th Outdoor Worship:  

 
Below are the precautions we are taking to minimize risk during the outdoor worship on October 4th. 
Please consider your circumstances carefully. Although we have taken many precautions to minimize 
risk, it is impossible to eliminate it completely. You can always join us via livestream if you are 
concerned. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Lisa (lisa@stjohn-mpls.org) or 
Elizabeth Lienesch, our seminary intern (elienesch001@luthersem.edu).  

 
Overall safety precautions: 

 We will be outside the entire time.  
 We're asking everyone to wear masks and keep distance the entire time.  

o We will have extra masks if anyone forgets 
o We’ve recruited ushers who are prepared to gently but firmly remind people about 

masks and distance as needed. 
 We will make an announcement at the beginning of the service to remind people wear masks 

and maintain distance.  
 We will ask everyone to hum or sing behind their mask and at a speaking volume, while 

remaining appropriately distanced.  
 We are asking people to bring phones or tablets to avoid passing out bulletins (we'll have a few 

if someone cannot bring up the service on their device). 
 We will have ushers direct people to an area for seniors/high-risk folks that is away from 

families with kids (for whom it is more difficult to maintain distance). 
 All worship leaders and ushers (anyone touching anything shared) will be wearing gloves.  
 We'll track who is attending in case we need to do contact tracing. 

Eucharist: 

 We are using bread only, no wine will be served to the congregation in order to simplify the 
Eucharist.  

 We will put individual communion wafers in small compostable cups on Wednesday of this 
week. We used gloves to assemble these cups. The trays with wafers will be in covered trays and 
will sit until Sunday. 

 When people arrive, they will be directed to take an individual cup with a wafer in it. 
 During the Eucharist, Lisa will ask people to raise their cups for a blessing. Then people will 

collectively take communion at their seats. This prevents us from having to pass out eucharist 
and will limit movement of people during the service. 

Passing of the Peace:  

 
 We will maintain distance during the passing of the peace and connect from afar with gestures 

of peace.  
Baptisms: 

 Lisa will do most of the order of Baptism away from the families. When it is time for the water 
and oil, she will have the parent bring the baby over, do the water and oil (with the parent 
holding the child, not her). She will wear a different set of gloves for each baby and will be 
masked. 
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