9:00am
10:00am
11:15am
8:00pm

Service of Holy Eucharist w/ Children’s Chapel*
Advent Intergenerational Event
Advent Wreath Making for all ages, supplies provided – come and make an Advent
Wreath for the season! ALL welcome!
Service of Holy Eucharist*
Compline

*childcare available from 8:45am—12:15pm

Sundays, November 28—December 19 at 10:00am in the Gathering Space
Stop by the Haiti table during the four Sundays in Advent and browse our beautiful cards. For a
donation of any amount, purchase a card to send to loved ones, informing them that a donation has
been made in their honor to support teachers and students at St Philippe et St Jacques. We also
have some jewelry available for purchase as well!

Sundays, November 28—December 19 at 8:00pm in the Sanctuary
Each Sunday evening in Advent at 8pm, we will celebrate a service of compline in the St. John's
sanctuary. These will be contemplative services, with prayers from the Book of Common Prayer, the
New Zealand prayer book, meditative music, and both scriptural and poetic readings. Please join us
for this time of prayer and reflection.

Tuesday, November 30, 12:15pm
Wednesday, December 1, 12:00pm
Contact Ginny Jacobson at gellenj10@yahoo.com for location.

Saturday, December 4, 9:00am at St. John’s
Join us for our annual Advent Quiet Retreat from 9am to 11am. We'll explore the idea of "Sabbath"
and have time for corporate and personal prayer, reflection, conversation, and, of course, silence.

Have you turned in your pledge for 2022? If not, please take a moment and do
so today! There are pledge cards in holders on tables around the church; pick
one up, fill it out, and drop it in the offering plate. Thank you!
Or pledge online at: www.stjohns-mpls.org/giving/pledge-campaign/

A big thank you to everyone who has selected a household for a Thanksgiving Basket! Just a reminder
that baskets should be returned to St. John’s by Sunday, December 5th.
If you were not able to sign up as of yet, we still have just a few households we are looking to match
up with a St. John’s basket. Please contact John Corlett at jrcorlet10@gmail.com.

Wrapped presents need to be returned to St. John’s by Sunday, December 5th.

Sunday, December 5, 10:10am in the Parish Hall
Downplaying nationalism: Paul's overarching view of a multi-ethnic church. Dig into some of Paul’s
letters and talk about the complicated relationship between unity and equity, and talk about the role
Christians have in battling Christian nationalism.

Sunday, December 5, 3:00pm in the Chapel
Come for an informal time of support and intercessory prayer for those experiencing grief, loss, or a
need for healing. This is not a service or a therapy group, but a simple time for conversation, support
and prayer. The circle will be facilitated by newer St. John’s member Tabitha Kyambadde.
Those who wish to can follow this time with the Service of Loss & Remembrance at 4pm in the
Sanctuary, but this is not expected as these are separate events. Either way, we know that the past
year and a half have been extremely challenging on so many levels. Come and experience God’s love
and healing through others who walk the journey with you.

Sunday, December 5, 4:00pm in the Sanctuary
The gatherings and festivities of the holiday season are a poignant reminder of losses of all kinds.
St. John's invites you, your friends, your neighbors--any who seek companionship and consolation in
this season. Minnesota Orchestra flutist Roma Duncan plays. Aliese Hoesel, Wendy Smith, and Russ
Stephens sing. Music of Bach, McFerrin, Gluck, Dawson.

Rehearsals begin Wednesday, December 8 at 7:00pm
St. John’s Festival Choir prepares for Christmas Eve singing during the services. The Choir will practice
from 7 until 9pm on Wednesdays, December 8, 15, and 22. All are welcome to sing (middle school
age and up). If you’d like to join the choir, contact Chad at chad@stjohns-mpls.org.

Wednesday, December 8 at 7:00pm via Zoom
Bishop Loya has asked the diaconate to provide leadership concerning the massive influx
of Afghanistan refugees after twenty years of war. At the close of the letter he wrote, "There is perhaps
no clearer moral imperative in the scriptures than welcoming the stranger and providing hospitality to
the foreigner." He called upon us not only to pray for our Afghan Allies, more specifically he challenged
us to welcome and support Afghan families to our cities and to work with Episcopal Migration
Ministries, and their partner the Minnesota Council of Churches, to fully incorporate them into our
common lives together.
On behalf of the deacons for the three lakes congregations, St. Paul's, St. Luke-James, and St. John’s,
you are invited to an informational meeting. Kathryn Berger of the Minnesota Council of Churches
Refugee Services will join your deacons to provide an overview of mission opportunities and to answer
questions.







Join us at the 3pm Christmas Eve service for our spontaneous pageant!
No rehearsals needed but please come @ 2pm on 12/24 to get your costume and prepare for
your role!
We need some willing kids/youth to take the following parts: Mary, Joseph, Angel Gabriel, The
Star, Magi, email Heather (youth@stjohns-mpls.org) if interested!
Come and pick a shepherd, angel or animal costume the day of or wear your own animal
costume!
Children and Youth Readers needed as well, please contact Heather (youth@stjohns-mpls.org) if
interested!

Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24
3:00pm - Christmas Pageant with Eucharist.
6:00 & 11:00pm - Festival Eucharist with carol singing before the service.
Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25
10:00am - Festival Eucharist with carol singing before the service.

*Don’t receive our Thursday
e-news? Contact Rachel,
612-922-0396, to get on the list!

Beloved St. John’s community,
This coming Sunday our church begins its liturgical year all over again—the first Sunday of Advent,
which is always a time of hopeful waiting and expectancy. It is no accident that this hopeful waiting is
precisely timed when the year is darkest. As the days grow shorter, and the nights longer, our
expectancy does not die but instead grows. The birth of Jesus happens very close to the time of the
winter solstice, the very darkest day of the year. And into that darkness, a light and a tremendous,
unshakeable joy happens. It is the joy of the good news that God is not, has never been, and never
will be primarily found outside us or primarily in the world of the abstract—whether that be your
favorite intellectual exercise, theological belief, or spiritual experience—but in the world of flesh,
birth, and the real stuff of human and creaturely existence. In our bodies, which are the site of God’s
presence and revelation.
That this joy and new beginning comes in the in the dark seems about right to me. When I was
pregnant with Carly, her due date arrived, but she did not. I remember saying to her that evening: I
have been waiting my whole life for you, and I realize you may not be ready, but I am! Later, after I
had gone to sleep, I began dreaming I was in labor. I woke and found that labor had begun in reality.
In the dark, when the world is at rest—whether that be winter, or the wee hours of the night when
everything is quiet—new things can finally begin to emerge in all their tender vulnerability.
What new beginning is God’s Spirit seeking to birth at St. John’s, and in Linden Hills, and the world?
Let’s walk through Advent with that sense of anticipation. We don’t know the answer to these
questions yet. It might be that shepherds and magi from outside our culture and community
recognize it before we do. But we can trust that that this new beginning will be cause for an
unconditional joy that transcends the superficial cheer of our cultural holidays, because it includes
discovering and encountering Emmanuel, God-With-Us. Sometimes Emmanuel shows up in the form
of people at the margins, the shared sacrament of Christ’s presence in our community, and in
unexpected new invitations to Beloved Community. Let’s anticipate those and be ready for them
when they come.
In Christ’s love,
Lisa

