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The star that shone in the sky at the birth of Jesus led the wise men to the Christ child. What signals 

us and tells us Christ is in the world today? We would like the congregation to write on the white side 

of the square of paper (found in your bulletins or in the back of the church) what has been your 

guiding light or signal this year. There is a collection box at the back of the church, please place your 

paper squares there today! 

 

Godly Play and Sunday School classes are collecting personal care items for Saint Nicholas Episcopal 

church. Please place any donations in the labeled plastic tub outside of the sanctuary. All supplies will 

be delivered on 12/18. Thank you! 

 

A big thank you to everyone who has selected a household for a Thanksgiving Basket! Just a reminder 

that baskets should be returned to St. John’s by today. 
 

Wrapped presents need to be returned to St. John’s by today.

If you would like to make a donation towards the  

Christmas flowers, please fill out the envelopes found in the pews or contact 

Rachel in the church office by Monday, December 20th. 

 

9:00am  Service of Holy Eucharist w/ Children’s Chapel* 

10:00am  Social Time 

10:10am Adult Formation in Parish Hall/Sunday School in classrooms 

11:15am  Service of Holy Eucharist* 

12:30pm 2023 Pilgrims in Parish Hall (no food) 

3:00pm  Healing Prayer Circle in Chapel 

4:00pm  Service of Loss & Remembrance in Sanctuary 

6:30pm  Confirmation Group in Parish Hall (no food) 

8:00pm  Compline in Sanctuary 
*childcare available from 8:45am—12:15pm



Today, 10:10am in the Parish Hall 

Downplaying nationalism: Paul's overarching view of a multi-ethnic church. Dig into some of Paul’s 

letters and talk about the complicated relationship between unity and equity, and talk about the role 

Christians have in battling Christian nationalism. 
 

Sundays, November 28—December 19 at 10:00am in the Gathering Space  

Stop by the Haiti table during the four Sundays in Advent and browse our beautiful cards. For a 

donation of any amount, purchase a card to send to loved ones, informing them that a donation has 

been made in their honor to support teachers and students at St Philippe et St Jacques.  We also 

have some jewelry available for purchase! 

Sundays, November 28—December 19 at 8:00pm in the Sanctuary 

Each Sunday evening in Advent at 8pm, we celebrate a service of compline in the St. John's 

sanctuary. These are contemplative services, with prayers from the Book of Common Prayer, the New 

Zealand prayer book, meditative music, and both scriptural and poetic readings. Please join us for this 

time of prayer and reflection. 

Tuesday, December 7, 12:15pm  
 

Wednesday, December 8, 12:00pm 

Contact Ginny Jacobson at gellenj10@yahoo.com for location.

 

Rehearsals begin Wednesday, December 8 at 7:00pm 

St. John’s Festival Choir prepares for Christmas Eve singing during the services. The Choir will practice 

from 7 until 9pm on Wednesdays, December 8, 15, and 22. All are welcome to sing (middle school 

age and up). If you’d like to join the choir, contact Chad at chad@stjohns-mpls.org. 

 

Wednesday, December  8, 7:00pm via Zoom 

Our Bishop has asked us to welcome and support Afghan families to our cities by working with 

Episcopal Migration Ministries and others, to fully incorporate them into our common lives together.  

For more information, contact Rex McKee at rex.mckee@gmail.com. 

 

Saturday, December  11, 8:30am off-site 

Volunteers of all skill levels are welcome to do general carpentry and housing renovation. To 

volunteer, contact John Corlett at jrcorlett10@gmail.com or 612-839-6566.  



Sunday, December  12, 10:10am in Parish Hall 

Please join us to welcome volunteers for Circle of the Beloved. This program of the Episcopal Service 

Corp places young adults in intentional community as they serve full time at churches and non-

profit organizations around the cities. Please join us to show them a warm St. John's welcome and 

hear more about their work! 

 

Sunday, December  12, after the 11:15am service concludes 

Join us for hot cocoa, a fire in the courtyard, and putting up decorations in the church!  Families can 

also pick up an ornament kit which includes materials and directions for a simple design they can 

make at home and bring to hang on the tree at the Christmas Eve 3:00pm service.  

 

 Join us at the 3pm Christmas Eve service for our spontaneous pageant!  

 No rehearsals needed but please come @ 2pm on 12/24 to get your costume and prepare for 

your role!  

 We need some willing kids/youth to take the following parts: Mary, Joseph, Angel Gabriel, The 

Star, Magi. Email Heather (youth@stjohns-mpls.org) if interested!  

 Come and pick a shepherd, angel or animal costume the day of or wear your own animal 

costume!   

 Children and Youth Readers needed as well. Please contact Heather (youth@stjohns-mpls.org) if 

interested!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24 

3:00pm - Christmas Pageant with Eucharist. 

6:00 & 11:00pm - Festival Eucharist with carol singing before the service. 
 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25 

10:00am - Festival Eucharist with carol singing before the service. 

Have you turned in your pledge for 2022? If not, please take a moment and do 

so today! There are pledge cards in holders on tables around the church; pick 

one up, fill it out, and drop it in the offering plate. Thank you!  

Or pledge online at: www.stjohns-mpls.org/giving/pledge-campaign/ 



 

My friend Neil Elliott, priest and Pauline Scholar (you should read his books), wrote a Facebook post this 

past week. I made a copy and meditate with it several times a day… 
 

All the Christian bluster about “waiting” for Christ to be born at Christmas is nonsensical. Waiting for the 

past means you missed your bus. This smacks of succumbing to consumerism; you know Advent from the 

muzak playing in the mall. 

Waiting for Christ to be “born in our hearts” is an authentic part of the mystical tradition, but no properly 

Christian mystic EVER meant, “and then we’re done.” 

This is a season meant to irritate even Christian hearts into longing for a just and peaceable world. The 

Arc of the Universe, and all that. 

When everyone can together chuckle at the lines from Amos and Micah–“Ah, yes, we fondly remember 

the day when justice was decisively established throughout the earth”–THEN you can get up in my face 

about smiling through Advent. ‘Til then, read the signs of the times. 
 

There are two lines in his musing that catch my breath every time. ‘Waiting for Christ (Jesus) to be born in 

our hearts’ and ‘this is a season meant to irritate even Christian hearts into longing for a just and 

peaceable world’. 
 

I ask, how can I wait for Jesus to be born in my heart and read the news of the day. 

In Advent we remember the incarnation…the visitation, the journey to Bethlehem, the manger, animals, 

angels, and wise men from the east. My heart still longs for a just and peaceable world. I do chuckle as 

Neil writes commenting on the lines from the prophets from Amos and Micah.  Ah, yes, we fondly 

remember the day when justice was decisively established throughout the earth”.  Meanwhile, we hope, 

we trust, and we do what we can. 
 

Saint John’s has a remarkable ongoing history of showing up and doing what we can to do more than just 

longing for a peaceable world. We do our best to get our hands dirty, share the Gospel, and assist in 

bending the Arc of the Universe. We are engaged in so many missional activities that I noted the other day 

in a meeting that we needed a project management tool….and yet, all of our work is clearly focused on the 

Way of Love, and using the talents and resources we have been blessed with. Baskets filled with home 

supplies, schools in Haiti, food for hungry and homeless, consistently challenging systemic racism, 

poverty, and violence. There is more to do…. 
 

 Call a friend or relative you haven’t spoken with for a long time 

 Readjust gift giving from those that really don’t need much, to those that have so little 

 Add a bag of groceries for a family you know that struggles 

 Give a gift card to the folks that ask for funds at your local street corner. (Don’t be concerned about 

what they use it for) 

 Send a gift card to St Nicolas Episcopal Church, Richfield 

 If you have more than one coat, donate to the Good Will or Salvation Army 

 Add 5% to your pledge to increase the support we can provide at Saint John’s 

 Have a civil conversation with a police officer 

 Give a larger tip at your local coffee shop 

 Keep challenging the privilege we have as white people, be clear about our history 

 Every day ask yourself, what must I do today to allow space for Jesus to be born in my heart 

 Allow yourself to be irritated with the state of the world, the environment, our country 

 Write your own list…. 
 

I suspect that Meister Eckhart would say to us, breathe God in, and Out, and practice being a midwife 

birthing the incarnation of Jesus and the Reign of Heaven into each of our hearts. 

Rex McKee, Deacon 

*Don’t receive our Thursday  

 e-news? Contact Rachel,  

 612-922-0396, to get on the list!
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