Tuesday, May 17, 12:15pm in the Chapel
In this service, during the Liturgy of the Word, we have a lively conversation about scripture, offer our
prayers verbally to God, and then continue with the Liturgy of the Table. We conclude by 12:50 so
people can get back to work.

Wednesday, May 18, 12:00pm via Zoom
We gather for an hour each Wednesday at noon, to engage in lively open discussions to grow and
share on our spiritual journeys. For more information and the Zoom link, contact Ginny Jacobson at
gellenj10@yahoo.com

Begins Wednesday, May 18, 7:00pm in Sanctuary
St. John’s Festival Choir practices in-person from 7-9pm in preparation for Pentecost (June 5).
Choristers 6th grade and up are welcome to participate - Contact Chad at chad@stjohns-mpls.org.

Concludes Thursday, May 19 at 7:00pm via Zoom (chapters 8, 9, and conclusion)
Lisa will wrap up the discussion of John Philip Newell’s Sacred Earth, Sacred Soul. This is about the
sacredness and interrelatedness between all things, and is an important corrective to the ways
Empire has distorted Jesus’ original message. In particular, Newell explores the sacred feminine,
sacred earth, sacred imagination, and the experience of God rather than knowledge about God.
Please join us!

Thank you for your donations of personal hygiene products for St. Nick's Food Shelf. This month, they
especially need diapers in sizes 1 through 5 and bathroom tissue.

Saturday, May 21, 9:45—11:30am via Zoom
This committee meets monthly via Zoom. Contact Steve Schewe at sjschewe@gmail.com with
questions or for the Zoom link.

Sunday, May 22, at the morning services
For two years, St. John's has been blessed to have Elizabeth Lienesch as an intern. To celebrate her
time with us, on Sunday, May 22, she will preach, we will do an in-service blessing at both services,
and we will honor her with a special coffee hour. Please join us!
To share thanksgivings and memories directly with Elizabeth, please bring a card to the party. If you
are not able to attend, you may leave the card at the parish office or give it to Stacy Walters.

Sunday, May 22, 4:00pm in the Sanctuary
Clara (piano and voice) and Alice (piano) Sanders will be highlighting works by Black composers,
including Adolphus Hailstork, Florence Price, Undine Moore, Margaret Bonds , Zenobia Powell-Perry,
and Moses Hogan. And featuring "12 Variations for George Floyd" by Brooke Joyce. A love offering will
be taken.

Jay Hornbacher is putting together a special presentation for Pentecost Sunday, June 5. He needs the
assistance of readers and others willing to take part in a unique and exciting presentation. People
who can speak or read a foreign language would especially be appreciated. The concept for the
presentation will build it around the people available. There will be ONE rehearsal of 2+ hours
duration on Saturday, June 4, time yet to be determined, and anyone participating MUST be at that
rehearsal.
Participants must notify Jay at jay.hornbacher@gmail.com by Wednesday, May 18 so he can create a
final script.

I love to plan for summer in January and February! The thoughts of all the possibilities, trips and
camps are fun to ponder in the frigid winter months. However, with the onset of warm (finally)
weather and as I stare down the end of the 2021-2022 school year, summer seems too close to
handle. I see the desperate posts on social media of parents searching for another camp or two to fill
their child’s summer and to give them a chance to work. St. John’s has a camp for kids entering 1st
– 5th grades in the fall and ALL are invited so check it out below! Due to the pandemic, many parents
are worried if their children need extra help to get them caught up academically and socially. Trying
to create a schedule that includes camps, educational enrichment and a possible family trip never
mind the parents’ work schedules are not for the faint of heart.
Here at church we will be having our last Godly Play and Sunday School classes on May 22nd and we
will move to our summer service schedule on May 29th which will include one service with Children’s
Chapel at 10am. After being online for church for over a year I am acutely aware of how much I need
an in person church community. We will be offering many opportunities for children, youth and
families to get together this summer and would LOVE to have input from YOU about what your family
would like to be a part of and what you might be able to help lead! From service projects to outings
and get togethers, staying connected is key for our mental and spiritual health. Please see below for
a list of just some of the opportunities we will provide through St. John’s CYF program this summer.
Please reach out with ideas and possibilities as well and enjoy the mad rush of May as we transition
into the new schedules and opportunities that June provides!
Heather Miller
Children, Youth and Family Minister
Summer Programming for CYF at St. John’s:

Children’s Chapel at the 10am service and nursery provided from May 29th – September 4th

Youth Group (entering 5th – 8th grades) Camping Trip – Dates TBD – reply to Heather’s email!

Youth entering 9th and 10th grade Camping Trip – Dates TBD – reply to Heather’s email!
June 5th

Ireland Pilgrims Blessing, 9am service

Senior Sunday
June 13th – 24th

Ireland Pilgrimage
June 26th

2023 Pilgrim get together

Youth Group get together

Playground Playdate for families at Beard’s Plaisance
July 10th

2023 Pilgrim get together

Youth Group get together

Family Service Day at St. John’s after the 10am service!
August 7th

Family Activity – ideas requested!
August 15th – 19th (Note date change!)

Peace Frogs Camp for kids entering 1st – 5th grades

Youth invited to volunteer as counselors

Join us for a week of peace and social justice curriculum that will help kids learn how to make a difference in their world!
We will learn through science experiments, art, field trips, cooking, acting, and much more!

This year’s theme: Camping!

For more info or to sign up go here.

Sibling discounts and scholarships available! Invite your children’s friends and join us!

*Don’t receive our Thursday
e-news? Contact Rachel,
612-922-0396, to get on the list!

Linda and I just returned from a vacation to the west coast to visit good friends, visit Portland, and unplug.
We in fact did take the train, along with an unplanned stop stuck on the tracks in Western North Dakota
for about 7 hours…. I intentionally listened repeatedly to poet Bob Dylan’s Dream (check out the lyrics on
our website).
There is so much we have not experienced over the past two plus years due to Covid isolation. We had not
visited the west coast in 8 years... so much has changed, and so much unchanged. Portland is still weird,
proudly.
Portland has become increasingly populated with homeless camps, tiny houses, and wandering lost
people. The growth in just 8 years is shocking. We are so isolated in Saint Louis Park. Like Thomas, it was
overwhelming, and blessed with the experience.
Traveling through North Dakota, Montana, Idaho, and Washington…The stark landscape of ND, a visual
history of abandoned farms, equipment, oil rigs, the remnants of parts of human civilization...reminded me
of the Valley of Dry Bones. Granted, Amtrak has a prescribed route and the scene is defined...nevertheless
stark. We learned that the passenger train must defer to freight trains...we are also learned how much
work we need to do to rebuild our travel infrastructure. All of this a lesson in the divide between urban and
rural America in most aspects of our lives. And then, the great beauty of the mountains and rivers in
Montana, Oregon, and Washington...green, lush...I am still processing the contrast.
We spent several days with our old friends Bill and Norm, both native Minnesotans, and former SJ
members... the retelling of old and new stories of our mutual lives prior to their moving, and their new life
in first Seattle and more recently South Western Washington, as well as our lives since we last were
together. Their new home is an old very used house in a very rural, very conservative area near Raymond
WA.
Their work to transform this into a very urban looking multi bright colored home, with 2 acres of walking
paths, more shrubs and flowers than I can imagine, chickens and vegetables…was a notable Easter
surprise after this unending winter in Minnesota. Their authentic selves set against a most non-urban
setting was hopeful, demonstrating once again the importance of showing up and speaking your own
truth. In so many ways there are living voices crying out in a wilderness.
I took the time to listen to the audio book of Brene Brown, read by her...this passage which I located in
writing struck me throughout our time away...
“Vulnerability is the birthplace of love, belonging, joy, courage, empathy, and creativity. It is the source of
hope, empathy, accountability, and authenticity. If we want greater clarity in our purpose or deeper and
more meaningful spiritual lives, vulnerability is the path.”
We were gifted with a period of uncommon vulnerability. No connection to the world (internet), complete
lack of control of the pace and direction of our travel…(train) an unfiltered look at the world in slow motion,
(more about train travel at another time), and a wake up to our world outside of the restrictions of an
urban home and Covid times. We also are impacted with the vulnerable time in history that we have been
given to experience. National unrest, seemingly unbridgeable divides, reversal of decades of human social
progress. Poet-Prophet Dylan with great vulnerability cries out, I wish, I wish in vain we could sit simply in
that room again.
Take some time to recreate this spring and summer…allow yourself space and time for vulnerability to
happen…to remove the lenses of our often nearsighted vision, to breathe an air that is not our own.
It can be frightening, disorienting, and in the midst, resurrection is happening.

