Today, November 20 in the Gathering Space
Please consider purchasing your holiday greening supplies from our Greece Pilgrims. This fundraising
event supports their pilgrimage next spring. Wreaths, sprays, and table toppers will be sold this
Sunday and next. While supplies last.

This year TRUST will be coordinating gifts for over 200 people including residents of Redeemer
Residence, Meals On Wheels/TRUST Transportation Services clients and the Creative Early Learners
Daycare Center at Richfield Lutheran Church. There are gift requests on the tree for you to choose;
buy the gift and bring the wrapped gift back to church by December 6th (2 weeks). If you have any
questions, please contact Mary Corlett (mcorlett@comcast.net or 612.325.4382).

Thank you for supporting St. Nick's Food Share! This month, as we approach the Thanksgiving
and Christmas holidays, their guests will be especially happy to find sugar, cooking oil, baking flour
and masa, all used in preparing traditional holiday foods.

Wondering where the Thanksgiving baskets are to fill for Urban Homeworks (UHW) families? Wonder
no more! This year, we are doing gift cards with handwritten notes instead. Our goal as a church is to
write holiday notes to 140 families, along with providing lots of gift cards in $25 increments to
specific stores identified by UHW. John Corlett will be in the church Gathering Space Sundays,
November 20 and 27, to give you what you need to participate, and he will collect all the notes and
gift cards on December 4. Contact John Corlett to learn more at 612-839-6566 or
jrcorlett10@gmail.com.

Tuesday, November 22, 12:15-12:50pm in the Chapel
We offer a weekly Eucharist in the Chapel. During the Liturgy of the Word, we have a lively
conversation about scripture, offer our prayers verbally to God, and then continue with the Liturgy of
the Table. We conclude by 12:50 so people can get back to work.

Sunday, November 27, 10am in the Parish Hall
Advent is a time of waiting and preparing as we make our homes and hearts ready to celebrate
Jesus’ birth. One of the most visible ways that we do this is through the use of an Advent wreath.

Wednesday, November 30, 12-1pm via Zoom
Currently, we are reading the meditations of Steven Charleston in his book, Ladder to the Light. For
details or questions, please contact Ginny Jacobson, at gellenj10@yahoo.com.

Wednesday, November 30, in the Parish Hall
Choir Dinner available in the Parish Hall from 5:30-6:45pm.
PreK-Kindergarteners meet from 6pm-6:30pm.
1st– 3rd Graders meet from 6:30-7pm.
Chime Choir meets from 7pm-8pm.

Thursday, December 1 at 9:30am, 3663 Park Center Blvd, St Louis Park
We will gather in the Card Room on the Basement Level. There are several members of St. John's
that live in this building, and they would love to have visitors from the St. John's Community.

Thursday, December 1, 7-8pm on Zoom
This week, we are discussing the third section of our current book Do I Stay Christian? by Brian D.
McLaren. Join us on Zoom (contact Rex McKee at rex.mckee@gmail.com for the link) for a lively
discussion.

Saturday, December 3 at 10:00am
We will be having a LEV training for all current LEV's or those interested in becoming LEV's in the
Sanctuary at St. John’s. Due to COVID, it has been over two years since we have had an active LEV
ministry. It is a good time to refresh training, welcome new LEV's, and update the required Safe
Church training.
For more information, contact Rex McKee (rex.mckee@gmail.com), Lisa Wiens Heinsohn
(lisa@stjohns-mpls.org), Stephen Koelmel (sdkoelmel@comcast.net), or Kristi Peterson
(kristi811@comcast.net).

Rehearsals begin Wednesday, December 7 at 7:00pm
St. John’s Festival Choir prepares for Christmas Eve singing during the services. The Choir will
practice from 7 until 9pm on Wednesdays, December 7, 14, and 21. All are welcome to sing (middle
school age and up). If you’d like to join the choir, contact Chad at chad@stjohns-mpls.org.

Sunday, December 11 at 3:00pm
The gatherings and festivities of the holiday season are a poignant reminder of losses of all kinds.
St. John's invites you, your friends, your neighbors--any who seek companionship and consolation in
this season.

Parents, have your children ever mentioned they might want to assist at the altar as an Acolyte? The
training is gentle and on the job—new acolytes can learn at their own pace from the clergy leadership
or slightly older experienced acolytes. We can never have too many acolytes. Please contact Rex
(rex.mckee@gmail.com) if interested, or just show up at the back of the church a few minutes before
the procession.

Greece Pilgrim families prepared brunch for Gratitude Sunday

Veteran's Day bell ringers

*Don’t receive our Thursday
e-news? Contact Rachel@stjohnsmpls.org, to get on the list!

Bishop Loya has recommended the book A Future that’s Bigger than the Past, written by Samuel
Wells, Rector at St Martin-in-the-Fields, London. It is a great book and I recommend it highly. I know
that several at Saint John’s are also exploring this work.
From the book...
The churches have on the whole done a fair job of social service and social advocacy. But the next
dimension, of social entrepreneurship, has been neglected. Social service providers like Mother
Teresa make the world ‘more equal, safer, healthier and . . . better’. They take direct action; but they
‘leave the existing system in place while seeking to reduce its negative effects’.
Social advocates like Martin Luther King work indirectly, ‘advocating for legislative changes that can
transform the environment in question’.
Social entrepreneurs ‘both take direct action and seek to transform the existing system. They seek
to go beyond better, to bring about a transformed, stable new system that is fundamentally different’
from what preceded it.
Wells suggests, and our bishop echo’s that we are larger than we think we are, and we act smaller.
How might we reshape our grammar in speaking with or for God.... how might we become poets and
prophets speaking the grammar of God?
At ECMN elected bodies meeting last weekend +Craig asked us several provocative questions based
on Samuel Wells reflections, and I want to share them with you...
Why are we called to be a Christian, Why are we called to be a Christian leader?
What work do we need to consider to increase our tolerance for ambiguity, chaos, and uncertainty?
How might we hold open the space for God to act, rather than filling it up with our own words and
programs.
How might we increase our tolerance for false starts and reorganization?
What do we do when the tools that we have fail to work, where the context or circumstances have
changed?
If we consider the challenge of the Bishop in his convention homily and move from being brick
builders to gardeners, to intentionally gather in small groups to practice Gospel Based Discipleship
(Dwelling in the Word), to create brave spaces in our community, to risk to disagree, and to practice
resurrection not resuscitation. What if on our annual parochial report, we included the number of
small groups, the number of GBD gatherings, the number of people fed at shelters, and how many
minutes of prayer we completed.
Consider reading Well’s book over the holidays. Consider what it might mean for you to become a
Social entrepreneur. Join or organize a small group that meets regularly to pray, or read, or go deeper
into scripture. Practice Resurrection.
Rex McKee, Deacon

